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and  Jackson  S 
^  -^CSaO 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

PRICES  REALIZED 

The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 

May  29, 1999 

— and — 

The  Chesapeake  Collection 

May  30, 1999 


Eg®? 


sfcV: 


Los  Angeles, 
California 


The 

cMes 


Collt 


% 30. 

I*  A, 


action 


'999 


Cdifornte 


fa'TlQ 


Bower: 


W sby 


Meren. 


■sAND 

!a.  Inc. 


Lot  Price  Lot  Price  Lot 


Price  Lot  Price  Lot  Price 


862.50 
373.75 
575.00 

632.50 
1380.00 
1725.00 

805.00 

862.50 
1092.50 
1035.00 
1150.00 
1265.00 
1265.00 
1150.00 
1150.00 
1150.00 
1610.00 
1265.00 
1265.00 
1265.00 
1150.00 

920.00 

1150.00 


2415.00 

1265.00 

1150.00 

1495.00 

1610.00 

1495.00 

1035.00 

1955.00 

1495.00 

1380.00 

1265.00 

1265.00 

1955.00 

5520.00 

2415.00 

2070.00 

1380.00 

4830.00 

5290.00 

11500.00 

5060.00 

48300.00 

12650.00 


1725.00 

5750.00 

115000.00 

3335.00 

2875.00 

2415.00 

3450.00 

2990.00 

2530.00 

2300.00 

8050.00 

2530.00 

2300.00 

2185.00 

3220.00 

1840.00 

1725.00 

2070.00 

1495.00 

1725.00 

1840.00 

1610.00 

1725.00 


1150.00 

1265.00 

1092.50 

1495.00 

1840.00 

1840.00 

1955.00 

1840.00 

1265.00 

1495.00 

1610.00 

1495.00 

1150.00 

1725.00 

1380.00 

1092.50 

1380.00 

1610.00 

4830.00 

2300.00 

2070.00 

2070.00 

2070.00 


2070.00 

1610.00 

1725.00 

1610.00 

1725.00 

1495.00 

1610.00 

1495.00 

1495.00 

1380.00 

1495.00 

1265.00 

1265.00 

1725.00 

1495.00 

1495.00 

1495.00 

2645.00 

3220.00 

2300.00 

2185.00 

2300.00 

1840.00 


Lot  Price  Lot  Price  Lot  Price 


^ot 


Price  Lot  Price 


1840.00 

2070.00 

2070.00 

2070.00 

2070.00 

1725.00 

1840.00 

1840.00 

1955.00 

1840.00 

1840.00 

1840.00 

1840.00 

1725.00 

1840.00 

1725.00 

1495.00 

1610.00 

1552.50 

1552.50 

1552.50 

1610.00 

1495.00 


39  1552.50 

.40  1495.00 

[41  1495.00 

142  1495.00 

143  1495.00 

144  1552.50 

145  1667.50 

146  1495.00 

147  1495.00 

148  1265.00 

149  1495.00 

150  1495.00 

151  1495.00 

152  1265.00 

153  1380.00 

154  5060.00 

155  6900.00 

156  10350.00 

157  5750.00 

158  4370.00 

159  3680.00 

160  3680.00 

161  4370.00 


5060.00 

4945.00 

4370.00 

4370.00 

4830.00 

3105.00 

4370.00 

2760.00 

2645.00 

2300.00 

2530.00 

2530.00 

2415.00 

2990.00 

2300.00 

2300.00 

2530.00 

2415.00 

2300.00 

2530.00 

2702.50 

2760.00 

2300.00 


2185.00 

2415.00 

2300.00 

2760.00 

2185.00 

2300.00 

2300.00 

2415.00 

2415.00 

2300.00 

2185.00 

2185.00 

2185.00 

1725.00 

2070.00 

1610.00 

1610.00 

1840.00 

1610.00 

1725.00 

1725.00 

1725.00 

1610.00 


2645.00 

1725.00 

1725.00] 

1840.00 

1725.00 

1610.00] 

1725.00 

1610.00 

1725.00 

1725.00 

1495.001 

1610.00  I 
1610.001 
1495.00 
1380.00 
23000.00 
21850.00 
8050.00 
6900.00 
7475.00 
5175.00 
3910.00 
4140.00 


Prices  realized  include  the  buyer’s  fee — Lots 


omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to 


us  as  of  the  sale  date. 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

231 

3565.00 

288 

1840.00 

345 

8050.00 

402 

2875.00 

459 

25300.00 

516 

12650.00 

573 

7187.50 

630 

5980.00 

687 

4140.00 

744 

20700.00 

232 

3335.00 

289 

1840.00 

346 

10350.00 

403 

3450.00 

460 

20700.00 

517 

10350.00 

574 

6670.00 

631 

5750.00 

688 

4600.00 

745 

20700.00 

233 

3450.00 

290 

1840.00 

347 

8625.00 

404 

3450.00 

461 

21850.00 

518 

12650.00 

575 

6440.00 

632 

5980.00 

689 

4830.00 

746 

40250.00 

234 

3220.00 

291 

2070.00 

348 

13800.00 

405 

2990.00 

462 

21850.00 

519 

8625.00 

576 

6325.00 

633 

5750.00 

690 

4370.00 

747 

41400.00 

235 

3565.00 

292 

1955.00 

349 

6900.00 

406 

4830.00 

463 

20700.00 

520 

8912.50 

577 

6325.00 

634 

6037.50 

691 

4370.00 

748 

3680.00 

236 

4600.00 

293 

1955.00 

350 

6900.00 

407 

4485.00 

464 

10350.00 

521 

8912.50 

578 

6210.00 

635 

5980.00 

692 

4370.00 

749 

3450.00 

237 

4140.00 

294 

2185.00 

351 

8050.00 

408 

3220.00 

465 

10350.00 

522 

10925.00 

579 

6670.00 

636 

5980.00 

693 

4830.00 

750 

3220.00 

238 

2875.00 

295 

1955.00 

352 

7475.00 

409 

4542.50 

466 

12650.00 

523 

8625.00 

580 

6670.00 

637 

6670.00 

694 

5060.00 

751 

3450.00 

239 

3450.00 

296 

2012.50 

353 

7475.00 

410 

2990.00 

467 

9200.00 

524 

8050.00 

581 

6440.00 

638 

5980.00 

695 

4600.00 

752 

3220.00 

240 

3910.00 

297 

2012.50 

354 

7475.00 

411 

3450.00 

468 

12650.00 

525 

12650.00 

582 

7475.00 

639 

5980.00 

696 

4600.00 

753 

3220.00 

241 

4370.00 

298 

2012.50 

355 

6900.00 

412 

3335.00 

469 

10350.00 

526 

10350.00 

583 

7187.50 

640 

7187.50 

697 

4830.00 

754 

3220.00 

242 

3910.00 

299 

2070.00 

356 

7187.50 

413 

3910.00 

470 

10350.00 

527 

9200.00 

584 

6555.00 

641 

6095.00 

698 

4600.00 

755 

2990.00 

243 

3680.00 

300 

2127.50 

357 

7187.50 

414 

3450.00 

471 

10925.00 

528 

9775.00 

585 

6555.00 

642 

7762.50 

699 

4370.00 

756 

2990.00 

244 

2415.00 

301 

1955.00 

358 

6900.00 

415 

3680.00 

472 

10350.00 

529 

8625.00 

586 

6325.00 

643 

6095.00 

700 

4830.00 

757 

2990.00 

245 

2415.00 

302 

1840.00 

359 

5750.00 

416 

2875.00 

473 

9487.50 

530 

12075.00 

587 

7187.50 

644 

5980.00 

701 

4715.00 

758 

2990.00 

246 

2990.00 

303 

1955.00 

360 

5750.00 

417 

4600.00 

474 

10350.00 

531 

12650.00 

588 

6325.00 

645 

6210.00 

702 

4370.00 

759 

2990.00 

247 

2300.00 

304 

2300.00 

361 

5290.00 

418 

4485.00 

475 

19550.00 

532 

9487.50 

589 

6325.00 

646 

6210.00 

703 

4600.00 

760 

3910.00 

248 

3105.00 

305 

2070.00 

362 

6900.00 

419 

3220.00 

476 

16100.00 

533 

9200.00 

590 

6440.00 

647 

7762.50 

704 

4830.00 

761 

3220.00 

249 

3105.00 

306 

2185.00 

363 

6325.00 

420 

4600.00 

477 

9200.00 

534 

12650.00 

591 

6325.00 

648 

5980.00 

705 

4370.00 

762 

3220.00 

250 

2530.00 

307 

1380.00 

364 

6900.00 

421 

3910.00 

478 

9200.00 

535 

8337.50 

592 

5980.00 

649 

6210.00 

706 

4370.00 

763 

3450.00 

251 

3220.00 

308 

1610.00 

365 

6900.00 

422 

3450.00 

479 

12650.00 

536 

8625.00 

593 

5980.00 

650 

5980.00 

707 

4485.00 

764 

3335.00 

252 

2760.00 

309 

1840.00 

366 

5290.00 

423 

3680.00 

480 

10350.00 

537 

9200.00 

594 

6440.00 

651 

5980.00 

708 

4370.00 

765 

3335.00 

253 

2990.00 

310 

1955.00 

367 

5520.00 

424 

3450.00 

481 

9200.00 

538 

8050.00 

595 

6325.00 

652 

5750.00 

709 

4485.00 

766 

3220.00 

254 

2415.00 

311 

1897.50 

368 

5290.00 

425 

4370.00 

482 

18400.00 

539 

7475.00 

596 

6900.00 

653 

5750.00 

710 

4370.00 

767 

4600.00 

255 

2415.00 

312 

1840.00 

369 

4830.00 

426 

3680.00 

483 

10925.00 

540 

11500.00 

597 

6325.00 

654 

2530.00 

711 

4140.00 

768 

3680.00 

256 

2645.00 

313 

1610.00 

370 

4140.00 

427 

2300.00 

484 

9200.00 

541 

12650.00 

598 

6440.00 

655 

2760.00 

712 

4600.00 

769 

4025.00 

257 

2185.00 

314 

1955.00 

371 

3565.00 

428 

2415.00 

485 

12650.00 

542 

11500.00 

599 

6900.00 

656 

27600.00 

713 

4255.00 

770 

3335.00 

258 

2530.00 

315 

1955.00 

372 

3565.00 

429 

2760.00 

486 

10062.50 

543 

10350.00 

600 

7475.00 

657 

29900.00 

714 

4140.00 

771 

3220.00 

259 

2645.00 

316 

1610.00 

373 

4830.00 

430 

2530.00 

487 

9200.00 

544 

9200.00 

601 

6210.00 

658 

27600.00 

715 

4370.00 

772 

3220.00 

260 

3105.00 

317 

1955.00 

374 

4830.00 

431 

2702.50 

488 

9200.00 

545 

11500.00 

602 

6900.00 

659 

27600.00 

716 

4945.00 

773 

3220.00 

261 

2415.00 

318 

1955.00 

375 

4600.00 

432 

2300.00 

489 

9200.00 

546 

8625.00 

603 

5980.00 

660 

29900.00 

717 

4140.00 

774 

3220.00 

262 

2645.00 

319 

1955.00 

376 

4830.00 

433 

2530.00 

490 

9775.00 

547 

9200.00 

604 

6325.00 

661 

27600.00 

718 

4370.00 

775 

3450.00 

263 

2415.00 

320 

1955.00 

377 

3910.00 

434 

2760.00 

491 

12650.00 

548 

10925.00 

605 

6325.00 

662 

26450.00 

719 

4140.00 

776 

3220.00 

264 

2875.00 

321 

1955.00 

378 

4600.00 

435 

2415.00 

492 

9200.00 

549 

16100.00 

606 

6037.50 

663 

29900.00 

720 

4140.00 

777 

3680.00 

265 

3105.00 

322 

1955.00 

379 

4370.00 

436 

2530.00 

493 

9200.00 

550 

12650.00 

607 

6612.50 

664 

27600.00 

721 

4140.00 

778 

3220.00 

266 

2530.00 

323 

2185.00 

380 

4600.00 

437 

2645.00 

494 

9200.00 

551 

8050.00 

608 

6095.00 

665 

31050.00 

722 

4830.00 

779 

3105.00 

267 

2530.00 

324 

1955.00 

381 

4600.00 

438 

2645.00 

495 

10350.00 

552 

12650.00 

609 

5865.00 

666 

27600.00 

723 

4370.00 

780 

2185.00 

268 

2645.00 

325 

1380.00 

382 

3910.00 

439 

2645.00 

496 

8050.00 

553 

10350.00 

610 

5750.00 

667 

28750.00 

724 

4140.00 

781 

2990.00 

269 

2990.00 

326 

1610.00 

383 

3910.00 

440 

1495.00 

497 

12650.00 

554 

9200.00 

611 

5750.00 

668 

28750.00 

725 

4600.00 

782 

3220.00 

270 

2415.00 

327 

1380.00 

384 

4370.00 

441 

1380.00 

498 

12650.00 

555 

8625.00 

612 

5750.00 

669 

31050.00 

726 

4140.00 

783 

2990.00 

271 

2415.00 

328 

1495.00 

385 

3910.00 

442 

2300.00 

499 

11500.00 

556 

50600.00 

613 

5750.00 

670 

31050.00 

727 

4830.00 

784 

2990.00 

272 

2530.00 

329 

1552.50 

386 

5175.00 

443 

2070.00 

500 

9200.00 

557 

48300.00 

614 

6612.50 

671 

33350.00 

728 

4600.00 

785 

2990.00 

273 

3680.00 

330 

1610.00 

387 

4140.00 

444 

1955.00 

501 

8625.00 

558 

46000.00 

615 

5750.00 

672 

55200.00 

729 

4600.00 

786 

2990.00 

274 

3220.00 

331 

1610.00 

388 

4830.00 

445 

2300.00 

502 

9775.00 

559 

43700.00 

616 

6037.50 

673 

64400.00 

730 

4140.00 

787 

3220.00 

275 

2645.00 

332 

1610.00 

389 

4370.00 

446 

2070.00 

503 

10350.00 

560 

50600.00 

617 

6037.50 

674 

4830.00 

731 

4140.00 

788 

3277.50 

276 

2645.00 

333 

1610.00 

390 

4600.00 

447 

7475.00 

504 

9200.00 

561 

48300.00 

618 

6037.50 

675 

4600.00 

732 

4025.00 

789 

3220.00 

277 

2645.00 

334 

1610.00 

391 

4140.00 

448 

36800.00 

505 

9775.00 

562 

48300.00 

619 

5750.00 

676 

4830.00 

733 

4025.00 

790 

2990.00 

278 

2645.00 

335 

1610.00 

392 

5290.00 

449 

72450.00 

506 

9775.00 

563 

48300.00 

620 

6037.50 

677 

4370.00 

734 

4140.00 

791 

3105.00 

279 

2415.00 

336 

1610.00 

393 

5290.00 

450 

17250.00 

507 

8625.00 

564 

50600.00 

621 

7187.50 

678 

4140.00 

735 

1610.00 

792 

3220.00 

280 

2530.00 

337 

1610.00 

394 

5060.00 

451 

18400.00 

508 

10925.00 

565 

49450.00 

622 

6037.50 

679 

3910.00 

736 

4370.00 

793 

4370.00 

281 

2185.00 

338 

1495.00 

395 

4140.00 

452 

23000.00 

509 

9775.00 

566 

6670.00 

623 

6037.50 

680 

4140.00 

737 

2300.00 

794 

2415.00 

282 

1840.00 

339 

20700.00 

396 

5290.00 

453 

24150.00 

510 

8050.00 

567 

6555.00 

624 

5980.00 

681 

4600.00 

738 

2875.00 

795 

1955.00 

283 

1840.00 

340 

18400.00 

397 

3335.00 

454 

25300.00 

511 

9200.00 

568 

6325.00 

625 

6210.00 

682 

4255.00 

739 

2875.00 

796 

1955.00 

284 

1725.00 

341 

13800.00 

398 

1495.00 

455 

26450.00 

512 

9200.00 

569 

6325.00 

626 

6095.00 

683 

4255.00 

740 

20125.00 

797 

1955.00 

285 

1955.00 

342 

12650.00 

399 

2070.00 

456 

24150.00 

513 

10925.00 

570 

6440.00 

627 

6037.50 

684 

4830.00 

741 

23000.00 

798 

2530.00 

286 

1725.00 

343 

9487.50 

400 

3335.00 

457 

31050.00 

514 

12650.00 

571 

6325.00 

628 

6325.00 

685 

4830.00 

742 

23000.00 

799 

2070.00 

287 

1840.00 

344 

8050.00 

401 

3680.00 

458 

20700.00 

515 

12650.00 

572 

6210.00 

629 

6095.00 

686 

4370.00 

743 

21850.00 

800 

2990.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  buyer’s  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 

—  2  — 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

801 

2415.00 

1017 

1150.00 

1077 

431.25 

1137 

506.00 

1196 

431.25 

1256 

603.75 

1313 

368.00 

1370 

2185.00 

1429 

920.00 

1487 

230.00 

802 

2645.00 

1018 

287.50 

1078 

437.00 

1138 

2185.00 

1197 

747.50 

1257 

690.00 

1314 

488.75 

1371 

1265.00 

1430 

1 495.00 

1488 

690.00 

803 

2530.00 

1019 

322.00 

1079 

2185.00 

1139 

184.00 

1198 

862.50 

1258 

977.50 

1315 

5750.00 

1372 

483.00 

1431 

552.00 

1489 

1035.00 

804 

2530.00 

1020 

552.00 

1080 

920.00 

1140 

103.50 

1199 

690.00 

1259 

1265.00 

1316 

402.50 

1373 

747.50 

1432 

460.00 

1490 

368.00 

805 

2760.00 

1021 

414.00 

1081 

776.25 

1141 

1380.00 

1200 

862.50 

1260 

1035.00 

1317 

2530.00 

1374 

529.00 

1433 

1035.00 

1491 

4600.00 

806 

2760.00 

1022 

977.50 

1082 

1265.00 

1142 

1840.00 

1201 

862.50 

1261 

747.50 

1318 

2530.00 

1375 

391.00 

1434 

575.00 

1492 

747.50 

807 

3105.00 

1023 

690.00 

1083 

8050.00 

1143 

920.00 

1202 

862.50 

1262 

632.50 

1319 

805.00 

1376 

149.50 

1435 

1092.50 

1493 

1725.00 

808 

2760.00 

1024 

322.00 

1084 

1610.00 

1144 

920.00 

1203 

862.50 

1263 

4715.00 

1320 

402.50 

1377 

805.00 

1436 

690.00 

1494 

460.00 

809 

2990.00 

1025 

345.00 

1085 

690.00 

1145 

1035.00 

1204 

414.00 

1264 

1380.00 

1321 

2530.00 

1378 

402.50 

1437 

1380.00 

1495 

1610.00 

810 

2990.00 

1026 

483.00 

1086 

437.00 

1146 

644.00 

1205 

488.75 

1265 

603.75 

1322 

1150.00 

1379 

517.50 

1438 

690.00 

1496 

1840.00 

811 

2760.00 

1027 

1610.00 

1087 

575.00 

1148 

7475.00 

1206 

529.00 

1266 

529.00 

1323 

2242.50 

1380 

632.50 

1439 

264.50 

1497 

862.50 

812 

2990.00 

1028 

862.50 

1088 

2530.00 

1149 

460.00 

1207 

9200.00 

1267 

529.00 

1324 

632.50 

1381 

1840.00 

1440 

488.75 

1498 

517.50 

813 

3220.00 

1029 

368.00 

1089 

195.50 

1150 

402.50 

1208 

552.00 

1268 

805.00 

1325 

920.00 

1382 

977.50 

1441 

977.50 

1499 

276.00 

814 

2990.00 

1030 

805.00 

1090 

207.00 

1151 

316.25 

1209 

517.50 

1269 

690.00 

1326 

1265.00 

1383 

805.00 

1442 

747.50 

1500 

575.00 

815 

3220.00 

1031 

241.50 

1091 

506.00 

1152 

690.00 

1210 

575.00 

1270 

632.50 

1327 

833.75 

1384 

460.00 

1443 

1150.00 

1501 

977.50 

816 

2990.00 

1033 

287.50 

1092 

552.00 

1153 

1035.00 

1211 

833.75 

1271 

661.25 

1328 

977.50 

1385 

276.00 

1444 

1725.00 

1502 

1380.00 

817 

3220.00 

1034 

299.00 

1094 

1150.00 

1154 

529.00 

1212 

431.25 

1272 

3450.00 

1329 

546.25 

1386 

862.50 

1445 

4370.00 

1503 

575.00 

818 

2990.00 

1035 

1035.00 

1095 

805.00 

1155 

920.00 

1213 

1380.00 

1273 

2645.00 

1330 

690.00 

1387 

603.75 

1446 

1150.00 

1504 

546.25 

819 

2990.00 

1036 

287.50 

1096 

483.00 

1156 

414.00 

1214 

488.75 

1274 

488.75 

1331 

632.50 

1389 

1322.50 

1447 

488.75 

1505 

373.75 

820 

3220.00 

1037 

805.00 

1098 

517.50 

1157 

632.50 

1215 

977.50 

1275 

690.00 

1332 

747.50 

1390 

1092.50 

1448 

4025.00 

1506 

1725.00 

821 

2990.00 

1038 

368.00 

1099 

460.00 

1158 

552.00 

1216 

977.50 

1276 

862.50 

1333 

368.00 

1391 

1265.00 

1449 

1610.00 

1507 

1092.50 

822 

2300.00 

1039 

805.00 

1100 

2875.00 

1159 

379.50 

1217 

431.25 

1277 

1380.00 

1334 

517.50 

1392 

546.25 

1450 

2185.00 

1508 

546.25 

823 

2070.00 

1040 

230.00 

1101 

632.50 

1160 

414.00 

1218 

632.50 

1278 

690.00 

1335 

5750.00 

1393 

2990.00 

1451 

506.00 

1509 

1063.75 

824 

2760.00 

1041 

661.25 

1102 

345.00 

1161 

460.00 

1219 

977.50 

1279 

431.25 

1336 

2645.00 

1394 

747.50 

1452 

253.00 

1510 

1610.00 

825 

2990.00 

1042 

345.00 

1103 

603.75 

1163 

920.00 

1220 

632.50 

1280 

460.00 

1337 

276.00 

1395 

529.00 

1453 

603.75 

1511 

632.50 

826 

2875.00 

1043 

483.00 

1104 

580.75 

1164 

414.00 

1221 

632.50 

1281 

1265.00 

1338 

546.25 

1396 

483.00 

1454 

368.00 

1512 

1092.50 

827 

2990.00 

1044 

368.00 

1105 

862.50 

1165 

1035.00 

1222 

529.00 

1282 

603.75 

1339 

7475.00 

1397 

431.25 

1455 

805.00 

1513 

1150.00 

828 

2990.00 

1045 

414.00 

1106 

747.50 

1166 

747.50 

1223 

506.00 

1283 

632.50 

1340 

747.50 

1398 

333.50 

1456 

431.25 

1514 

575.00 

829 

2990.00 

1046 

368.00 

1107 

7475.00 

1167 

575.00 

1224 

552.00 

1284 

1380.00 

1341 

368.00 

1400 

920.00 

1457 

368.00 

1515 

1092.50 

830 

2990.00 

1047 

506.00 

1108 

3910.00 

1168 

632.50 

1225 

718.75 

1285 

977.50 

1342 

920.00 

1401 

431.25 

1458 

661.25 

1516 

632.50 

831 

2990.00 

1048 

253.00 

1109 

6900.00 

1169 

517.50 

1226 

431.25 

1286 

1150.00 

1343 

580.75 

1402 

1035.00 

1459 

299.00 

1517 

368.00 

832 

2990.00 

1049 

2645.00 

1110 

460.00 

1170 

391.00 

1227 

920.00 

1287 

920.00 

1344 

1955.00 

1403 

1955.00 

1460 

460.00 

1518 

448.50 

833 

3450.00 

1050 

1063.75 

mi 

621.00 

1171 

776.25 

1228 

920.00 

1288 

2760.00 

1345 

632.50 

1404 

805.00 

1461 

598.00 

1519 

1265.00 

834 

3450.00 

1051 

1725.00 

1112 

391.00 

1172 

1782.50 

1229 

747.50 

1289 

747.50 

1346 

920.00 

1405 

368.00 

1462 

575.00 

1520 

690.00 

835 

2300.00 

1052 

1265.00 

1113 

1955.00 

1173 

1667.50 

1230 

862.50 

1290 

483.00 

1347 

2300.00 

1406 

805.00 

1463 

546.25 

1521 

977.50 

836 

2415.00 

1053 

575.00 

1114 

805.00 

1174 

690.00 

1231 

632.50 

1291 

546.25 

1348 

402.50 

1407 

805.00 

1464 

207.00 

1522 

747.50 

837 

2185.00 

1055 

253.00 

1115 

368.00 

1175 

483.00 

1232 

414.00 

1292 

977.50 

1349 

345.00 

1408 

460.00 

1465 

391.00 

1523 

2300.00 

838 

2070.00 

1056 

414.00 

1116 

575.00 

1176 

747.50 

1233 

488.75 

1293 

345.00 

1350 

391.00 

1409 

690.00 

1466 

488.75 

1524 

1725.00 

839 

2185.00 

1057 

2070.00 

1117 

483.00 

1177 

4370.00 

1234 

1006.25 

1294 

1725.00 

1351 

506.00 

1410 

632.50 

1467 

546.25 

1525 

517.50 

840 

2300.00 

1058 

977.50 

1118 

299.00 

1178 

345.00 

1235 

437.00 

1295 

603.75 

1352 

517.50 

1411 

632.50 

1468 

747.50 

1526 

1207.50 

841 

1840.00 

1059 

759.00 

1119 

805.00 

1179 

805.00 

1236 

368.00 

1296 

632.50 

1353 

805.00 

1412 

747.50 

1469 

603.75 

1527 

1265.00 

842 

2300.00 

1060 

414.00 

1120 

517.50 

1180 

776.25 

1237 

977.50 

1297 

632.50 

1354 

690.00 

1413 

483.00 

1470 

575.00 

1528 

483.00 

1001 

143.75 

1061 

575.00 

1121 

1897.50 

1181 

3910.00 

1238 

345.00 

1298 

1552.50 

1355 

483.00 

1414 

1035.00 

1471 

977.50 

1529 

431.25 

1002 

230.00 

1062 

460.00 

1122 

977.50 

1182 

690.00 

1239 

690.00 

1299 

575.00 

1356 

575.00 

1415 

1265.00 

1472 

1840.00 

1530 

437.00 

1003 

373.75 

1063 

391.00 

1123 

529.00 

1183 

747.50 

1240 

805.00 

1300 

1035.00 

1357 

977.50 

1416 

805.00 

1473 

1063.75 

1531 

546.25 

1004 

241.50 

1064 

632.50 

1124 

632.50 

1184 

1437.50 

1243 

483.00 

1301  63250.00 

1358 

920.00 

1417 

632.50 

1474 

632.50 

1532 

575.00 

1005 

920.00 

1065 

747.50 

1125 

747.50 

1185 

805.00 

1244 

460.00 

1302  32200.00 

1359 

563.50 

1418 

460.00 

1475 

2760.00 

1533 

690.00 

1006 

253.00 

1066 

1035.00 

1126 

1035.00 

1186 

805.00 

1245 

632.50 

1303 

603.75 

1360 

575.00 

1419 

506.00 

1476 

920.00 

1534 

546.25 

1007 

345.00 

1067 

2185.00 

1127 

632.50 

1187 

2875.00 

1246 

690.00 

1304 

506.00 

1361 

575.00 

1420 

977.50 

1477 

632.50 

1535 

437.00 

1008 

172.50 

1068 

552.00 

1128 

506.00 

1188 

3680.00 

1247 

460.00 

1305 

483.00 

1362 

431.25 

1421 

460.00 

1479 

805.00 

1536 

1380.00 

1009 

2760.00 

1069 

460.00 

1129 

253.00 

1189 

1495.00 

1248 

632.50 

1306 

391.00 

1363 

661.25 

1422 

11787.50 

1480 

575.00 

1537 

460.00 

1011 

977.50 

1070 

483.00 

1131 

575.00 

1190 

1322.50 

1249 

920.00 

1307 

1897.50 

1364 

805.00 

1423 

8625.00 

1481 

529.00 

1539 

373.75 

1012 

6325.00 

1071 

862.50 

1132 

2242.50 

1191 

690.00 

1250 

977.50 

1308 

402.50 

1365 

862.50 

1424 

2530.00 

1482 

747.50 

1540 

575.00 

1013 

1322.50 

1072 

460.00 

1133 

2300.00 

1192 

488.75 

1251 

1265.00 

1309 

2760.00 

1366 

460.00 

1425 

1725.00 

1483 

603.75 

1541 

661.25 

1014 

1150.00 

1074 

402.50 

1134 

1265.00 

1193 

1150.00 

1252 

690.00 

1310 

920.00 

1367 

1265.00 

1426 

632.50 

1484 

483.00 

1542 

1035.00 

1015 

4830.00 

1075 

977.50 

1135 

529.00 

1194 

690.00 

1253 

632.50 

1311 

805.00 

1368 

1495.00 

1427 

6900.00 

1485 

862.50 

1543 

345.00 

1016 

529.00 

1076 

258.75 

1136 

575.00 

1195 

690.00 

1254 

1610.00 

1312 

2990.00 

1369 

345.00 

1428 

1035.00 

1486 

316.25 

1544 

414.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  buyer’s  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1546 

414.00 

2027 

1035.00 

2079  15525.00 

2128 

431.25 

2181 

1380.00 

2241 

1725.00 

2294 

1725.00 

2347 

575.00 

2400 

1840.00 

2465 

632.50 

1547 

1035.00 

2028 

4140.00 

2080 

506.00 

2130 

776.25 

2182 

287.50 

2242 

1380.00 

2295 

488.75 

2348 

1955.00 

2402 

1150.00 

2466 

1063.75 

1548 

529.00 

2029 

2415.00 

2081 

862.50 

2131 

345.00 

2183 

345.00 

2243 

690.00 

2296 

747.50 

2349 

805.00 

2403 

1610.00 

2467 

575.00 

1549 

345.00 

2030 

1955.00 

2082 

437.00 

2132 

460.00 

2184 

891.25 

2244 

1495.00 

2297 

575.00 

2350 

632.50 

2404 

1035.00 

2468 

1092.50 

1550 

534.75 

2031 

8625.00 

2083 

4600.00 

2133 

690.00 

2185 

2070.00 

2245 

460.00 

2298 

1725.00 

2351 

1265.00 

2405 

431.25 

2469 

431.25 

1551 

747.50 

2032 

805.00 

2084 

661.25 

2134 

977.50 

2186 

1006.25 

2246 

575.00 

2299 

402.50 

2352 

460.00 

2406 

345.00 

2470 

862.50 

1552 

1265.00 

2033 

862.50 

2085 

563.50 

2135 

9775.00 

2187 

575.00 

2247 

1150.00 

2300 

356.50 

2353 

1725.00 

2407 

1610.00 

2471 

1518.00 

1553 

552.00 

2034 

977.50 

2086 

368.00 

2136 

575.00 

2191 

1150.00 

2248 

1150.00 

2301 

1495.00 

2354 

632.50 

2409 

2185.00 

2472 

2530.00 

1554 

747.50 

2035 

977.50 

2087  28750.00 

2137 

3910.00 

2192 

1955.00 

2249 

1495.00 

2302 

2185.00 

2355 

2070.00 

2415 

3680.00 

2473 

2530.00 

1555 

1610.00 

2036 

529.00 

2088 

805.00 

2138 

368.00 

2193 

678.50 

2250 

805.00 

2304 

391.00 

2356  34500.00 

2416 

747.50 

2474 

529.00 

1556 

1035.00 

2037 

632.50 

2089 

632.50 

2139 

1955.00 

2196 

2760.00 

2251 

517.50 

2305 

483.00 

2357 

747.50 

2421 

1380.00 

2475 

460.00 

1557 

276.00 

2038 

3680.00 

2090 

7705.00 

2140 

575.00 

2197 

546.25 

2253 

1552.50 

2306 

345.00 

2358 

690.00 

2422 

1610.00 

2476 

644.00 

1558 

368.00 

2040 

690.00 

2091 

862.50 

2141 

621.00 

2198 

517.50 

2254 

1150.00 

2307 

2300.00 

2359 

1265.00 

2423 

1150.00 

2477 

4830.00 

1559 

402.50 

2041 

862.50 

2092 

546.25 

2142 

575.00 

2199 

488.75 

2255 

488.75 

2308 

258.75 

2360 

1092.50 

2424 

494.50 

2478 

2673.75 

1560 

322.00 

2042 

345.00 

2093 

414.00 

2143 

632.50 

2200 

1150.00 

2256 

1265.00 

2309 

546.25 

2361 

9200.00 

2425  19550.00 

2479 

977.50 

1561 

494.50 

2043 

483.00 

2094 

368.00 

2144 

632.50 

2201 

1495.00 

2257 

368.00 

2312 

143.75 

2362 

483.00 

2426 

8625.00 

2480 

1035.00 

1562 

115.00 

2044 

805.00 

2095 

1035.00 

2145 

356.50 

2203 

805.00 

2258 

1121.25 

2313 

5980.00 

2363 

529.00 

2428 

747.50 

2481 

1437.50 

1563 

345.00 

2045  18975.00 

2096 

494.50 

2146 

747.50 

2205 

3910.00 

2259 

2185.00 

2315 

12650.00 

2364 

1265.00 

2429 

1955.00 

2482 

1351.25 

1564 

529.00 

2046 

483.00 

2097 

862.50 

2147 

368.00 

2207 

1092.50 

2260 

920.00 

2316 

3105.00 

2365 

3680.00 

2430 

1006.25 

2483 

1495.00 

1565 

379.50 

2047 

552.00 

2098 

483.00 

2148 

322.00 

2209 

3910.00 

2261 

690.00 

2317 

3450.00 

2366 

8625.00 

2431 

632.50 

2484 

1495.00 

1566 

316.25 

2048 

862.50 

2099 

402.50 

2149 

345.00 

2210 

1840.00 

2262 

379.50 

2318 

2990.00 

2367 

920.00 

2432 

517.50 

2485 

1610.00 

1567 

316.25 

2049 

747.50 

2100 

603.75 

2150 

891.25 

2212 

1236.25 

2263 

402.50 

2319 

805.00 

2369 

2530.00 

2433 

529.00 

2486 

1265.00 

2001 

2070.00 

2050 

1150.00 

2101 

4600.00 

2151 

517.50 

2213 

1035.00 

2264 

575.00 

2320 

977.50 

2370 

632.50 

2434 

506.00 

2487 

5750.00 

2002 

1610.00 

2053 

2070.00 

2102 

977.50 

2152 

546.25 

2215 

575.00 

2265 

546.25 

2321 

1495.00 

2371 

1035.00 

2435 

1265.00 

2488 

15812.50 

2003 

1610.00 

2054 

1207.50 

2103 

1380.00 

2153 

1725.00 

2216 

368.00 

2266 

632.50 

2322 

1322.50 

2372 

1265.00 

2436 

1006.25 

2490 

1495.00 

2004 

1495.00 

2055 

356.50 

2104 

483.00 

2154 

368.00 

2218 

1150.00 

2267 

862.50 

2323 

1035.00 

2373 

632.50 

2438 

1610.00 

2491 

1006.25 

2005 

1610.00 

2056 

460.00 

2105 

1150.00 

2155 

230.00 

2219 

1265.00 

2268 

690.00 

2324 

805.00 

2374 

1840.00 

2439 

632.50 

2492 

1380.00 

2006 

3105.00 

2057 

483.00 

2106 

2530.00 

2156 

529.00 

2220 

3680.00 

2270 

345.00 

2325 

1552.50 

2375 

1035.00 

2440 

4485.00 

2493 

1351.25 

2007 

1610.00 

2058 

431.25 

2107 

1207.50 

2157 

977.50 

2221 

833.75 

2271 

621.00 

2326 

4140.00 

2376 

529.00 

2445 

2185.00 

2495 

948.75 

2008 

747.50 

2059 

603.75 

2108 

724.50 

2158 

1840.00 

2222 

448.50 

2272 

862.50 

2327 

1380.00 

2377 

920.00 

2446 

483.00 

2496 

1495.00 

2009 

862.50 

2060 

391.00 

2109 

690.00 

2159 

345.00 

2223 

488.75 

2273 

575.00 

2328 

920.00 

2378 

977.50 

2447 

3105.00 

2497 

920.00 

2010 

2070.00 

2061 

218.50 

2110 

2070.00 

2160 

299.00 

2224 

690.00 

2274 

391.00 

2329 

2185.00 

2379 

1725.00 

2448 

632.50 

2498 

891.25 

2011 

1955.00 

2063 

460.00 

2111 

575.00 

2161 

10925.00 

2225 

805.00 

2275 

632.50 

2330 

1437.50 

2380 

977.50 

2449 

1782.50 

2499 

1495.00 

2012 

3450.00 

2064 

1035.00 

2112 

483.00 

2162 

4600.00 

2226 

1035.00 

2276 

2012.50 

2331 

920.00 

2382 

1955.00 

2450 

747.50 

2500 

2415.00 

2013 

2070.00 

2065 

977.50 

2113 

1610.00 

2163 

345.00 

2227 

632.50 

2277 

1725.00 

2332 

2300.00 

2383 

1035.00 

2451 

718.75 

2501 

977.50 

2014 

2300.00 

2066 

575.00 

2114 

483.00 

2166 

483.00 

2228 

603.75 

2278 

402.50 

2333 

1725.00 

2384 

552.00 

2452 

1495.00 

2502 

977.50 

2015 

1840.00 

2067 

805.00 

2115 

460.00 

2167 

1150.00 

2229 

437.00 

2279 

373.75 

2334 

9200.00 

2385 

529.00 

2453 

977.50 

2503 

1035.00 

2016 

3105.00 

2068 

488.75 

2116 

3220.00 

2168 

603.75 

2230 

747.50 

2280 

431.25 

2335 

8050.00 

2386 

632.50 

2454 

690.00 

2504 

920.00 

2017 

2070.00 

2069 

345.00 

2117 

632.50 

2169 

1610.00 

2231 

603.75 

2281 

2185.00 

2336 

1495.00 

2387 

4140.00 

2455 

460.00 

2505 

1150.00 

2018 

1725.00 

2070 

230.00 

2118  24725.00 

2170 

1495.00 

2232 

920.00 

2284 

977.50 

2337 

690.00 

2388  20700.00 

2456 

948.75 

2506 

891.25 

2019 

1380.00 

2071 

506.00 

2119 

862.50 

2171 

3105.00 

2233 

632.50 

2285 

632.50 

2338 

862.50 

2390 

1667.50 

2457 

460.00 

2507 

7475.00 

2020 

1265.00 

2072 

3680.00 

2120 

632.50 

2172 

1150.00 

2234 

2185.00 

2286 

517.50 

2339  10925.00 

2391 

1840.00 

2458 

1150.00 

2508 

1150.00 

2021 

1121.25 

2073 

805.00 

2121 

575.00 

2173 

7475.00 

2235 

747.50 

2287 

862.50 

2340 

1380.00 

2392 

805.00 

2459 

1380.00 

2509 

2070.00 

2022 

2185.00 

2074 

483.00 

2122 

506.00 

2174 

4140.00 

2236 

368.00 

2288 

632.50 

2341 

690.00 

2393  17250.00 

2460 

632.50 

2511 

4830.00 

2023 

1265.00 

2075 

690.00 

2123 

747.50 

2177 

402.50 

2237 

3105.00 

2289 

1063.75 

2343 

920.00 

2394 

575.00 

2461 

1265.00 

2513 

4255.00 

2024 

1541.00 

2076 

483.00 

2124 

2012.50 

2178 

747.50 

2238 

437.00 

2290 

805.00 

2344 

6325.00 

2396 

1610.00 

2462 

1207.50 

2515 

6900.00 

2025 

920.00 

2077 

483.00 

2126 

356.50 

2179 

4830.00 

2239 

1840.00 

2292 

1380.00 

2345 

391.00 

2397 

1725.00 

2463 

747.50 

2517 

9200.00 

2026 

1955.00 

2078 

2645.00 

2127 

212.75 

2180 

747.50 

2240 

1495.00 

2293 

1006.25 

2346 

483.00 

2399 

632.50 

2464 

552.00 

2518 

4370.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  buyer’s  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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Presenting  Important 

United  States  Gold  Coins 

Recovered  from  the  sidewheel  steamship 

S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

Sunk  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  off  of  Crescent  City,  California 

July  30,  1865 

Each  coin  is  authenticated  and  pedigreed 


PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE 

Los  Angeles,  California 
May  29,  1999 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena I nc . 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •  800-438-4646  •  In  NH:  569-3095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 

www. bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction^bowersandmerena.com 


About  the  Cover: 

A  selection  of  beautiful  gold  double  eagles  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 


Copyright  "  ’1999  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 

This  sale  is  being  conducted  in  compliance  with  the  State  of  California  Commercial  and  Civil  Code. 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena:  Bond  #018799518  •  John  Babalis:  Bond  #018703811 


— 

Your  Rendezvous  With  History 

As  a  participant  in  this  sale,  you  will  be  a  part  of  history  being  made.  Until  today,  never  in 
the  annals  of  American  history,  never  in  the  annals  of  the  sea,  never  in  the  annals  of  treasure 
hunting,  never  in  the  annals  of  numismatics,  has  a  significant  group  of  choice  and  rare  United 
States  gold  coins  recovered  from  a  treasure  ship  been  brought  to  market!  Never  before. 

Books  have  been  written  about  treasure  hunting,  films  and  television  productions  have 
been  made,  dreams  have  been  dreamed,  and  untold  millions  of  dollars  have  been  expended,  but 
today  is  the  first  time  that  an  important  group  of  United  States  gold  coins  from  a  treasure  ship 
has  been  available  for  purchase  by  the  public. 


The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

COLOR  PLATE  I 


Lot  448 

MS-66  1865-S  Double  Eagle 

(enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 
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The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

COLOR  PLATE  II 


MS-64  1865-S  Eagle 
1865  Over  Inverted  Date 

(enlarged  to  three  times  actual  size) 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Lowers  and  merena 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


August  9, 1999 

Chicago,  IL 

The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  29-31. 1999 

New  York  City,  NY 

Includes  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

OCTOBER  1-3.  1999 

New  York  City,  NY 

The  Bass  Collection  -  Part  II 

NOVEMBER  11-13,  1999 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


JANUARY  4-5,  2000 

Orlando,  FL 

The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

MARCH  23-25,  2000 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

MAY  27-29. 2000 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  9-12, 2000 

Philadelphia,  PA 

with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

PLUS: 


Many  more  sales  in  2000,  2001,  and  onward! 
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"The  sessions 

Atlanta/ Boston  Room 

SATURDAY.  MAY  29. 1999 

1:00  PM  Sharp 

SATURDAY,  MAY  29,  1999 

6:00  PM  Sharp 

Jin  VIEWING 

Denver  Room 

Thursday,  May  27 

11:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  8:00  PM 

FRIDAY,  MAY  28 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  8:00  PM 

Saturday,  May  29 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

Jin  pick-up 

Denver  Room 

Sunday,  May  30 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 

M0NDAY.MAY31 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 


(Ruction  location 

Los  Angeles  Airport  Marriott 
5855  W.  Century  Boulevard 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90045 


Helpful  Suggestions  &  Information: 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion  of  the  sale,  plan  to  do  so 
as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 

Prices  Realized:  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ext.  98.  Limit:  10  lots  per  caller. 
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Expanded  personal  service 

FOR  OUR  MAIL  BIDDERS 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a 
winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure 
service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  min.),  or  use 


our  One  Lot  Only  service  and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots 
and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one— or 
use  both  features  together.  Please  see  points  15 
and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid 
sheet  (any  time,  24 
hours  a  day).  Our  di¬ 
rect  fax  number  is 

(603)569-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 

Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  dayl  Our  fax  number  is  1-603-509-5319!  Be 
sure  to  follow  up  your  fax  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 


Gentlemen: 

Here  are  my  bids  for  your  MAY  1 999  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins  sale.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and  agree  to  them.  I  am  of  legal  age. 
I  understand  that  my  bids  are  per  lot.  I  agree  to  pay  promptly  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  including  postage  and  insurance  costs. 


ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY 


Street  or  P.O.  Box 


Pleased  Sir. 
Qy 

(i«»)5ss -iiii;.  day 


City 

Daytime  Telephone 
Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  signed) 


J  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS  IS  A  CONFIMVTION  OF  BIDS  SUBMITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX. 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


TOWS 


Maximum  Expenditure 

13.000 


Please  increase  my  bids 
10%  □  20%  □  30%  □ 
if  necessary  to  obtain  lots. 


A  15%  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 

If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket: 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 

Have  you  done  business  before  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.?  □  Yes 
Are  you  a  dealer?  Y\0  Do  you  have  a  resale  number  on  file  with  u4 


Other  dealers  with  whom 


have  done  business: 


Bank  references: 


a  resale  number  on  file  with  uA _  _ ^ 

Icost  CxxjuoP, 

v~XlAC, _ [ _ 

AW,  
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‘Tm  BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  ORGANIZATION 


Chairman  of  the  Board ,  Q.  David  Bowers 
President,  Raymond  N.  Merena 
Auction  Manager,  John  Pack 

Auction  department 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Director 
John  Pack,  Manager 

Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  and  Advertising  Director 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Numismatist 
Denise  D'Eri 

Staff  Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van 
Valen,  and  Gail  Watson. 


Research  department 


Mark  Borckardt 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 
Frank  Van  Valen 
and  various  consultants 

Auctioneers 

John  S.  Babalis 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Christine  Karstedt 
Raymond  N.  Merena 

Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of 
this  catalogue: 

Cataloguing  and  numismatic  expertise  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Mark  Borckardt,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Valen, 
and  Ray  Merena. 

Photography  by  Douglas  Plasencia. 

Catalogue  production  by  Jennifer  Meers,  Robin  Edgerly, 
Roberta  French,  and  Annette  Doerr.  Catalogue  coordination 
and  advertising  by  Chris  Karstedt. 

AND,  thanks  to  the  entire  Bowers  and  Merena  staff  for  help 
in  many  ways.  The  presenting  of  a  sale  such  as  this  is  a  highly 
coordinated  team  effort  involving  many  talented  people. 

All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 


Bowers  arid  Merena  Galleries ,  Inc. 

Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by 
special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Administration 

John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Donna  A.  Badeau 
Carolyn  Craigue 
Guy  Hughes 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
Kathleen  Lancor 
Rosalie  Minnerly 
Donna  Pearo 

Direct  Sales  department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director 
Janet  Lavertue,  Sales  Associate 

Financial  department 

Barb  Clifford,  Controller 
Laurel  A.  Morrill 
Deborah  McDonald 

PUBLICATIONS  DEPARTMENT 


John  Babalis 
Mary  Tocci 

Graphics  department 


Annette  Doerr 
Robin  Edgerly 
Roberta  French 
Jennifer  Meers 

PHOTOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 


Douglas  Plasencia,  Manager 

NETWORK/IS  ADMINISTRATOR 

Thomas  N.  Trumble 
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NOTE  ABOUT  GRADING 


While  many  bidders  are  familiar  with  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  official  grading  system  used 
widely  throughout  the  rare  coin  field,  there  may  be 
others  who  are  not.  Stated  simply,  the  grades  run 
from  the  lowest,  1,  to  the  highest,  70.  Along  the  way, 
descriptive  adjectives  are  added.  Thus,  for  a  coin  in 
grade  1,  worn  nearly  smooth,  it  would  be  called  Poor- 
1.  Other  lower  grades  are  included;  Good-4,  VG-8, 
etc.  These  are  not  of  particular  relevance  to  the 
Brother Jonathan  gold  coins,  as  the  coins  offered  here 
are  nearly  all  in  higher  grades. 

Ascending  the  numerical  scale,  the  number  20 
designates  Very  Fine,  abbreviated  VF  as  in  VF-20, 
with  a  slightly  finer  piece  being  called  VF-25,  VF-30, 
or  VF-35  in  ascending  order.  Such  a  coin  shows  ex¬ 
tensive  wear  but  has  the  lettering  and  many  of  the 
details  still  visible. 

Extremely  Fine,  abbreviated  EF,  begins  at  EF-40, 
and  also  includes  EF-45  and  represents  a  piece  that 
shows  wear,  but  not  as  much  as  a  coin  in  the  Very 
Fine  category  would.  Such  a  coin  may  have  some 
original  mint  lustre  or  frost  remaining,  but  only  in 
protected  areas.  PCGS  abbreviates  this  grade  as  “XF,” 
a  variation  of  the  “EF”  that  many  others  use. 

About  Uncirculated  (AU)  is  the  next  level,  and  in¬ 
cludes  AU-50,  with  finer  pieces  being  known  succes¬ 
sively  as  AU-53,  AU-55,  or  AU-58.  Such  coins  have 
typical  handling  marks,  nicks,  and  some  abrasions, 
but  retain  a  significant  amount  of  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Such  a  coin  for  the  $20  series  represents  a  piece 
which  has  been  handled  in  commerce,  but  only  for  a 
short  time— say  for  two  or  three  or  four  years.  Recall 
in  the  introduction  to  the  catalogue  that  some  of  the 
greatest  collections— the  Eliasberg  Collection,  for  ex¬ 
ample-had  certain  of  these  $20  pieces  only  at  the  VF 
level.  Thus,  an  AU  coin  is  considered  to  be  extremely 
desirable  by  numismatists. 

Mint  State,  abbreviated  MS,  sometimes  also  called 


Uncirculated,  refers  to  a  piece  that  has  had  very  little 
if  any  actual  hand-to-hand  circulation  in  commerce, 
but  which  may  have  been  stored  in  a  wooden  box,  or 
a  cloth  bag,  or  jostled  about  in  a  cash  drawer,  etc.,  at 
the  Mint  itself,  or  at  a  bank  or  other  storage  area. 
Such  coins  typically  are  very  lustrous  and  frosty,  but 
in  the  lower  range  have  marks,  nicks,  etc.  Popular 
classifications  within  the  Mint  State  category  include 
these: 

MS-60:  Basic  Mint  State.  A  coin  which  has  a  fair 
number  of  nicks  and  marks,  but  yet  qualifies  as  being 
Mint  State.  A  coin  that  has  had  a  fair  amount  of  jos¬ 
tling  or  mixing  with  other  pieces.  In  terms  of  San 
Francisco  Mint  double  eagles,  this  is  a  very  high,  in¬ 
deed  elegant  grade  (referring  to  before  the  Brother 
Jonathan  coins  came  on  the  market!),  and  represents 
a  condition  finer  than  represented  in  most  collec¬ 
tions  in  the  past. 

MS-61:  Slightly  finer  than  the  preceding. 

MS-62:  Slightly  finer  yet. 

MS-63:  A  popular  level,  also  adjectivally  called 
“Choice  Mint  State.”  A  very  “nice”  grade  for  collect¬ 
ing  and  cabinet  purposes,  again  of  a  very  elegant  level 
not  usually  seen  except  in  the  present  sale! 

MS-64:  Nicer  yet,  very  unusual  quality  for  a  San 
Francisco  Mint  $20  piece  of  this  era,  in  fact,  of  a  qual¬ 
ity  almost  unknown  until  the  Brother  Jonathan  coins 
came  to  market. 

MS-65:  This  is  the  centerpoint  grade  for  many  col¬ 
lectors,  adjectivally  known  as  “gem  Mint  State.”  This 
represents  a  piece  that,  while  it  has  some  marks,  etc., 
generally  represents  one  of  the  very  finest  of  its 
kind— a  beautiful  specimen  for  display  or  collection 
purposes.  Were  it  not  for  the  presently  offered  coins 
from  the  Brother  Jonathan,  such  a  grade  as  MS-65 
would  be  the  stuff  of  which  numismatic  dreams  were 
made— not  of  reality!  Again,  how  lucky  we  all  are! 
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MS-66  or  higher:  Every  once  in  a  long  while  a  coin 
is  graded  higher  than  MS-65,  but  so  few  pieces  exist 
that  no  significant  collection  or  run  of  them  has  ever 
been  made.  The  highest  Mint  State  grade,  MS-70, 
represents  a  theoretical  situation— much  as  playing  a 
round  of  golf  in  18  strokes  represents  a  theoretical 
possibility.  In  practice,  there  are  no  known  $20  gold 
coins  of  any  early  date  that  have  ever  been  given  this 
grade.  In  the  Brother  Jonathan  treasure  there  are  two 
pieces  which  PCGS  has  graded  MS-66— each  of  which 
can  justifiably  be  called  a  numismatic  landmark. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS:  Rather  than  use  a 
tremendous  amount  of  words  saying  the  same  thing 
over  and  over  again,  we  have  followed  the  standard 
numismatic  practice  of  giving  the  grade  and  the  sur¬ 
face  condition.  Fortunately,  the  surface  condition  of 
most  can  be  stated  quite  simply:  “Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.”  To  this,  of  course,  has  to  be  added  the  signifi¬ 
cance  within  each  grade  category  as  mentioned 


above.  Thus,  we  use  the  term  “Brilliant  and  lustrous” 
for  all  pieces  in  Mint  State,  except  for  the  very  occa¬ 
sional  piece  that  has  light,  natural  toning,  in  which 
the  description  is  “Lustrous  with  light  toning.” 

For  pieces  in  the  About  Uncirculated  (AU)  cat¬ 
egory  we  use  the  description  “Brilliant,  with  some 
lustre  remaining.”  Recall  that  as  the  numbers  ascend, 
the  amount  of  lustre  increases.  Thus,  an  AU-50  coin 
would  have  less  lustre  than  an  AU-58. 

For  pieces  below  the  AU-50  level  the  numerical 
designation  is  given,  such  as,  simply,  EF-40.  This  is 
consistent  with  practice  in  the  numismatic  commu¬ 
nity. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding,  no  two  coins  are  ever 
precisely  alike.  Thus,  if  you  plan  to  attend  the  sale 
personally,  you  are  invited  to  examine  the  coins  of 
interest  and  determine  anything  else  you  would  like 
to  know. 
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TREASURE  COINS 


When  recovered  from  the  sea,  the  appearance  of 
the  Brother  Jonathan  gold  coins  varied.  Some,  after 
careful  rinsing  with  plain  water,  sparkled  as  when 
new.  Others  had  some  calcium  or  other  deposits  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  surface  (but  not  affecting  the  integrity 
of  the  coins  themselves).  The  coins  were  placed  in  the 
custody  of  numismatist  Robert  Johnson,  a  profes¬ 
sional  for  many  years,  who  conserved  them  with  care, 
dissolving  adhered  residue,  but  not  using  polish, 
abrasives,  or  any  other  substance  that  would  be  harm¬ 
ful  to  the  coins.  In  this  way,  the  dirt  was  removed, 
and  the  majority  of  the  coins  are  no  different  in  ap¬ 
pearance  than  they  might  be  if  they  had  been  stored 
in  a  bank  vault  for  these  many  years. 

The  coins  were  then  sent  to  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  in  Newport  Beach,  California. 
Founded  by  David  Hall  and  associates  in  1986,  PCGS 
has  set  an  enviable  standard  for  third-party  grading 
and  encapsulation.  Handled  with  great  care,  each 
specimen  was  graded  by  the  PCGS  staff,  without  in¬ 
put  or  advice  from  anyone  at  Deep  Sea  Research  or 
Bowers  and  Merena,  resulting  in  assigned  grades  that 
are  unbiased. 

Grades  were  assigned  using  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  numerical  system,  in  which  Mint 
State  (Uncirculated)  coins  begin  at  MS-60  and  go 
upward,  with  MS-63  being  equal  to  the  adjectival 
grade  of  Choice  Mint  State  and  MS-65  equal  to  Gem 
Mint  State.  Coins  on  which  residue  remained  or 
which  could  not  be  conveniently  assigned  a  grading 
number  were  returned  ungraded  by  PCGS  (in  which 
instance  such  uncertified  coins  are  identified  in  the 
listings  as  not  being  in  PCGS  holders). 


As  a  further  assurance,  PCGS  encapsulation  in¬ 
cludes  the  guarantee  that  the  coins  are  absolutely 
authentic  and  are  products  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
or  other  mints  for  the  years  indicated.  Moreover, 
those  that  are  not  in  PCGS  holders  are  guaranteed 

o 

genuine  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

To  permanently  identify  and  pedigree  each  coin 

to  the  AS.  Brother  Jonathan,  PCGS  created  a  special 
label  mentioning  the  Brother  Jonathan.  Further,  each 
coin  has  its  own  distinctive  serial  number,  such  num¬ 
ber  being  given  along  with  the  grade  in  the  present 
catalogue. 
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Your  Personal  Invitation 

Q.  David  Boivers 


Welcome  to  our  sale.  On 

the  pages  to  follow  are  some 
of  the  most  interesting,  his¬ 
torically  significant  United 
States  coins  ever  to  cross  the 
auction  block.  For  the  first 
time  in  numismatics  and, 
indeed,  in  history,  rare 
United  States  gold  coins  re¬ 
covered  from  a  treasure 
ship  are  available  in  signifi¬ 
cant  numbers  for  purchase. 
The  finder  was  Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc.  Appreciation 
is  extended  to  the  officers  of  the  company  (David 
Flohr,  Harvey  Harrington,  Sherman  Harris,  and 
James  Wadsley)  and  to  their  numismatic  consultant, 
Gene  Seton.  The  present  sale  culminates  years  of 
unstinting  effort  and  showcases  one  of  the  most  fan¬ 
tastic  accomplishments  in  the  annals  of  undersea 
exploration.  And,  how  fortunate  we  all  are  that  the 
recovered  gold  coins  were  nearly  all  in  excellent  pres¬ 
ervation,  many  being  of  choice  and  gem  quality! 

It  is  at  once  significant  and  curious  that  of  the 
thousands  of  explorations  that  have  been  made  to 
seek  long-lost  treasures  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  all 
but  two  efforts  have  yielded  nothing,  or  at  most  only 
a  few  scattered  United  States  coins.  Generations  of 
enthusiasts  have  explored  the  ocean,  books  have 
been  written,  and,  indeed,  the  very  concept  of  golden 
treasure  is  known  to  just  about  everyone.  However, 
such  treasure  in  the  form  of  the  most  numismatically 
desirable  of  all  coins — those  made  by  United  States 
mints — has  been  nearly  impossible  to  find. 


The  present  offering  showcases  specimens  found 
from  the  wreck  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  lost  on 
July  30,  1865.  Included  are  lustrous  Mint  State  gold 
double  eagles  of  the  1860s,  any  one  of  which  on  a 
single  coin  basis  is  an  incredible  rarity,  or  was  until 
the  present  coins  were  found. 

The  number  of  coins  recovered  was  actually  quite 
small,  only  1,207  pieces,  most  of  which  were  of  the 
$20  denomination.  Of  these,  200  coins  have  been 
given  to  the  State  of  California  with  the  agreement 
that  they  be  kept  off  the  market  for  a  minimum  of  15 
years.  Of  the  other  1,007,  one  with  interesting  coral 
encrustations  has  been  given  as  a  display  to  the  Del 
Norte  County  Museum  in  Crescent  City,  California, 
a  few  miles  from  where  the  Brother  Jonathan  went 
down.  The  remaining  1,006  are  now  available  for 
auction  competition.  None  have  been  “reserved,” 
and  even  the  principals  and  investors  of  Deep  Sea 
Research  have  not  yet  obtained  specimens!  And,  I 
have  not  either,  although  you  can  bet  that  having 
spent  a  couple  years  of  my  life  in  the  exciting  immer¬ 
sion  of  the  Brother Jonathan  book  and  auction  project, 

I  hope  that  I  will  be  successful  at  the  sale  when  I  bid 
for  one  of  the  coins,  most  likely  an  1865-S  $20,  as 
these  are  the  signature  coins  of  the  find. 

Prior  to  this  offering,  a  single  high-quality  Mint 
State  1865-S  $20  would  have  been  worth  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars,  with  a  gem  challenging  the  $100,000 
mark,  if  you  could  find  one.  Indeed,  Mint  State  $20 
coins  of  this  era  are  so  rare  that  not  even  the  finest 
collections  were  apt  to  include  examples.  I  will  men¬ 
tion  the  remarkable  collection  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  the  only  complete  date  and  mintmark  collection  of 
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United  States  coins  ever  formed.  The  $20  section  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  which  we  catalogued  for  auction 
and  brought  to  market  in  1982,  was  replete  with 
many  glittering  gem  Mint  State  coins,  mirror  Proofs, 
and  other  delicacies.  But,  regarding  San  Francisco 
Mint  $20  pieces  of  the  era  relevant  to  the  Brother 
Jonathan,  the  offering  showed  this: 

1863- S:  VF-30. 

1864- S:  VF-30. 

1865- S:  VF-20. 

Similarly,  other  great  cabinets  of  American  gold 
coins — the  Norweb  Collection,  the  Harry  Bass  Collec¬ 
tion,  and  others  come  to  mind — hundreds  of  collec¬ 
tions  could  be  mentioned — were  apt  to  include  worn 
specimens.  There  were  exceptions — very  occasional.  As 
an  isolated  example,  a  few  years  ago  the  Superior 
Galleries  sale  of  the  Piedmont  Collection  offered  a 
very  nice  MS-63  specimen  of  the  1863-S  $20  and  high¬ 
lighted  its  desirability  and  rarity  with  a  half-page  de¬ 
scription. 

O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-I-T-Y  is  the  key  word  for  this  sale. 
Today  in  1999,  these  coins  are  available  for  your  pur¬ 
chase.  In  time,  they  will  become  dispersed,  and  even 
single  coins  will  be  hard  to  find.  I  am  reminded  of 
one  day  in  1976  when  Benjamin  Stack,  who  operated 
a  rare  coin  dealership  in  Las  Vegas,  offered  our  com¬ 


pany  a  bag  of  1,000  Mint  State  1889-CC  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  for  $1  million,  equal  to  $1,000  per  coin.  At  the 
time  such  coins,  while  scarce,  sometimes  were  seen  in 
small  quantities.  I  considered  the  idea,  and  passed. 
Today,  each  one  of  these  coins  would  be  worth  in  the 
$20,000  to  $50,000  range.  And,  today  the  finding  of 
even  tiuo  1889-CC  dollars  side  by  side  would  be  an  un¬ 
usual  situation. 

Most  of  the  world’s  known  supply  of  available 
Mint  State  $20  pieces  of  the  early  to  mid-1860s  is  now 
offered.  In  time,  these  coins  will  become  widely  dis¬ 
tributed,  and  it  is  easy  to  envision  that  at  some  future 
time  even  a  single  coin  will  be  difficult  to  locate. 

Each  coin  will  forever  remain  as  a  significant  nu¬ 
mismatic  item  and  as  a  relic  of  one  of  the  greatest 
steamships  in  the  history  of  American  navigation. 
Each  coin  is  graded  and  provided  with  its  own  regis¬ 
try  number. 

Meanwhile,  opportunity  beckons!  Today,  we  all 
have  an  equal  opportunity  to  participate  in  history  as 
it  is  made.  Join  me  in  the  sale! 


Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 


16 


BOWERS  AND  MEREN^ 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


PERSONAL  EXPERIENCE 


Q.  David  Bowers 


The  joys  of  being  a  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatist  are 
many,  but  few  can  com¬ 
pare  with  the  opportunity 
of  being  involved  in  the 
actual  recovery  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  golden  trea¬ 
sure  coins,  especially 
rare  United  States  is¬ 
sues.  To  help  savor  the 
occasion,  with  great 
enthusiasm  I  em¬ 
barked  upon  the  writing  of  a 
book  about  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  a  volume 
which  eventually  crossed  the  400-page  mark.  If  you 
have  not  ordered  a  copy,  I  invite  you  to  do  so.  I  be¬ 
lieve  you'll  enjoy  it  immensely  (if  not,  a  refund  awaits 
you). 


The  following  paragraphs  are  adapted  from  the 
introduction  to  the  book,  titled  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan,  and  serve  to  reflect  my  involvement 
and  that  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  organization  as 
well  as  the  activities  of  Deep  Sea  Research.  The  story 
begins  with  the  ship  and  what  happened  over  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago  in  1865,  and  continues  with  the  modern 
search  for  the  treasure: 


A  TRIP  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO 

In  the  late  morning  of  Friday,  July  28,  1865,  the 
220-foot  sidewheel  steamship  Brother  Jonathan  was 
ready  for  its  latest  trip.  Aboard  were  150  or  more 
passengers,  about  60  crewmen,  and  even  two  circus 
camels.  The  list  of  travelers  included  Gen.  George 
Wright,  foremost  Civil  War  hero  of  California,  and 
his  wife.  Anson  G.  Henry,  a  close  personal  friend  of 
the  late  President  Lincoln,  was  set  to  take  his  post  as 
the  new  governor  of  Washington  Territory.  His 
friend  and  fellow  passenger  William  Logan,  who  in 


his  position  of  the  newly-authorized  federal  mint  at 
The  Dalles,  a  boom  town  in  Oregon,  was  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  planning  the  construction  of  the  facility. 
James  Nisbet,  editor  of  the  San  Francisco  Bulletin,  was 
headed  not  for  Portland,  but  planned  to  continue 
onward  to  Victoria,  in  British  Columbia.  What 
Rosanna  Keenan  and  the  seven  attractive  girls  who 
are  traveling  with  her  had  in  mind  is  anybody’s  guess, 
but  Keenan’s  reputation  as  a  well-known  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  madam  preceded  her. 

Some  500  tons  of  cargo  in  a  large  storage  room  on 
the  main  deck  and  in  the  holds  include  a  quartz¬ 
stamping  mill  for  a  gold  mine  in  Idaho,  machinery 
for  a  woolen  mill  in  Oregon,  and,  it  is  said,  over  300 
barrels  of  whiskey,  among  many  other  things.  Given 
to  the  purser  for  safekeeping  were  precious  ship¬ 
ments  of,  perhaps,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
in  large  $20  gold  double  eagles  and  $200,000  in 
newly  printed  federal  Legal  Tender  currency  notes, 
among  other  treasure. 

At  noon,  all  was  set,  and  soon  the  Brother  Jonathan 
cast  off  from  its  wharf.  Leaving  San  Francisco  behind, 
Captain  Samuel  DeWolf  and  his  crew  anticipated  a 
routine  voyage  northward  in  the  Pacific,  offshore  the 
coast  of  California  and  Oregon,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River,  then  up  the  wide  river  to  Portland. 
The  trip  had  been  made  many  times  before,  and  in 
the  process  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  with  its  elegant 
appointments  and  fine  accommodations,  had  be¬ 
come  a  favorite  with  travelers.  Many  aboard  had 
made  the  trip  before,  and  looked  forward  to  several 
days  of  rest,  relaxation,  and  casual  observation  of  the 
ever-changing  coastline  off  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ship. 

However,  the  next  day  was  difficult.  All  thoughts  of 
leisure  were  set  aside  as  high  winds  and  waves  buf¬ 
feted  the  ship.  Many  if  not  most  passengers  remained 
in  their  berths.  Seeking  refuge,  Captain  DeWolf  put 
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the  ship  into  the  protected  harbor  of  the  small  village 
ot  Crescent  City  along  the  rockbound  coast  of  north¬ 
ern  California. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  tried 
again.  The  ship  headed  from  the  harbor,  past  the 
lighthouse,  and  into  the  open  sea. 


The  scene  is  set: 

It  is  early  afternoon  on  Sunday,  July  30,  1865.  Un¬ 
der  a  sunlit  but  slightly  hazy  sky  the  Brother  Jonathan 
has  left  the  harbor  and  is  plowing  her  way  through 
waves  cresting  20  to  30  feet  high,  driven  by  a  gale 
screaming  from  the  northwest.  The  place  is  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean — hardly  pacific  on  this  day.  The  conditions 
have  not  improved  from  yesterday.  In  fact,  the  sea  is 
as  rough  as  anyone  had  ever  seen  it! 

Despite  her  powerful  engine  rated  at  400  horse¬ 
power,  the  sidewheel  steamer’s  headway  against  the 
ever-increasing  wind  now  slows  to  a  virtual  standstill. 
After  a  day  of  fighting  rough  waves,  she  is  many 
hours  behind  schedule  on  her  trip  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  Portland. 

Below  decks,  most  passengers  are  still  in  night¬ 
clothes  in  their  beds.  The  recent  noon  meal  sitting  has 
attracted  very  few  diners.  The  large  and  ornately  deco¬ 
rated  passenger  lounge  on  the  top  deck  is  deserted. 

The  Brother  Jonathan  has  little  prospect  of  going 
further  until  the  headwinds  diminish.  Captain 


DeWolf  consults  his  charts,  and  orders  Quartermas¬ 
ter  Jacob  Yates  to  turn  her  wheel  around  and  head 
back  to  the  safety  of  the  sheltered  harbor  at  Crescent 
City.  The  passengers  will  be  able  to  stretch  their  legs 
and  secure  refreshments.  When  the  gale  abates,  the 
ship  will  continue  its  voyage,  hopefully  in  a  calm  sea. 

Following  a  carefully  planned  course  skirting  rocks 
and  reefs,  the  steamer  will  be  in  port  within  the 
hour.  Meanwhile,  the  waves  continue  mountain- 
high. 

The  time  is  early  afternoon,  about  five 
minutes  past  one  o’clock.  Captain 
DeWolf  orders  his  mate  to  go  for¬ 
ward  to  prepare  the  anchors  to  be 
lowered  by  capstans.  All  of  a 
sudden  there  it  is:  a  dark  and 
formidable  outline  just  below 
the  surface,  the  tip  of  a  huge, 
uncharted  rock!  Coming  down 
from  a  wave  crest,  the  fore  part 
of  the  ship  crashes  onto  the  hid¬ 
den,  unyielding  prominence.  Her  keel 
is  broken,  her  side  is  ripped  asunder,  and 
even  the  main  deck  planking  is  wrenched. 

The  Brother  Jonathan,  mortally  wounded  on  her 
underside,  tosses  and  turns,  still  impaled  on  the  fatal 
rock.  Soon,  the  foremast  collapses  as  its  base  is  torn 
away  and  the  ship  begins  to  break  apart. 

The  captain  and  crew  distribute  lifejackets  to  those 
who  are  able  to  find  their  way  through  the  wreckage 
from  their  berths  and  rooms  to  the  main  deck.  Life¬ 
boats  are  readied,  and  some  are  lowered  into  the  rag¬ 
ing  sea.  One  after  the  other,  the  rescue  vessels  are 
swamped  or  snagged,  and  their  occupants  are  lost  in 
the  tempestuous  waves.  Miraculously,  one  small 
wooden  boat  is  able  to  get  away  from  the  ship.  The 
ship  s  cannon  fires  two  distress  signals  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  flag  is  hoisted  upside-down  on  the  mizzen  mast, 
the  universal  signal  of  distress.  As  the  few  surviving 
passengers  look  back  from  their  tiny  boat — some  still 
in  their  night  clothes  and  all  soaking  wet  and  very 
cold — the  once-proud  steamer  slips  beneath  the 
waves. 

The  Brother  Jonathan  is  no  more. 


THE  FATEFUL  DAY 
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TREASURE  HUNTING 

Fast  forward  to  132  years  later: 

It  is  a  sunny  day  in  August  1997,  and  I  am  aboard 
the  Negotiator,  a  motor  launch  headed  out  into  the 
Pacific  Ocean  from  the  dock  at  Crescent  City.  There 
is  a  light  breeze,  the  sky  is  sunny,  and  along  the  shore 
at  a  distance  are  patches  of  “smoke,”  actually  low-ly¬ 
ing  fog.  Leaving  the  harbor,  our  boat,  about  30  feet 
long,  begins  a  trip  of  five  miles  or  more  across  the 
water  toward  a  tiny  black  dot  floating  in  the  distance. 
Blocking  part  of  the  view 
to  the  open  ocean  to  the 
left  are  brown  rock 
outcroppings  painted 
white  with  eons  of  bird 
droppings,  sometimes 
with  a  sea  lion  or  two 
near  the  water  line.  To 
the  right  the  rocky  shore 
grows  smaller  as  we  go 
past  the  large  breakwater 
and  proceed  out  to  sea. 

Gene  Seton,  a  numis¬ 
matist  and  nice  fellow 
who  is  the  numismatic 
advisor  to  the  Deep  Sea 
Research  group,  had  invited  Ray  Merena  and  me  to 
come  to  the  West  Coast  and  watch  the  recovery  of 
artifacts  from  the  long  lost  but  recently  found 
sidewheel  steamship,  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  which 
had  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  ever  since  a  long- 
ago  summer  afternoon  in  1865,  some  132  years  pre¬ 
vious  to  our  visit.  Joining  us  on  the  trip  is  my  17-year- 
old  son  Andrew. 

Even  though  the  wind  is  light  at  best,  and  there  is 
not  a  cloud  in  the  sky,  the  seas  are  mountainous, 
though  gentle  with  no  cresting  or  spray.  Our  shuttle 
boat  plows  smoothly  down  into  the  dip  of  one  wave, 
then  up  to  the  top  of  the  peak  of  the  next.  In  the 
troughs  nothing  can  be  seen  except  the  towering 
waves  to  each  side.  At  the  top  of  each  wave  we  can  see 
for  miles  in  all  directions. 

About  a  half  hour  later  we  draw  close  to  a  large 
black-painted  ship  with  AMERICAN  SALVOR  lettered 


in  white  on  her  bow.  The  vessel  has  been  anchored  in 
place  for  several  weeks,  and  during  that  time  a  comple¬ 
ment  of  several  dozen  seamen  and  a  crew  of  experi¬ 
enced  divers  have  been  busy  at  work  as  part  of  a  recov¬ 
ery  operation  that  costs  close  to  $30,000  per  day. 

As  our  shuttle  comes  along  amidships  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Salvor,  it  becomes  obvious  that  getting  from  our 
boat  to  the  big  ship  will  be  no  easy  matter,  at  least  for 
me.  The  sea  rises  and  falls  constantly,  and  our  trans¬ 
fer  boat  is  either  about  five  or  six  feet  below  the  land¬ 
ing  shelf  on  the  big 
ship,  or  is  five  or  six 
feet  above,  a  differen¬ 
tial  causing  us  to  bob 
up  and  down  10  to  12 
feet  every  few  sec¬ 
onds.  We  have  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  just-right 
time  to  jump  from 
one  boat  to  another. 
Being  a  nautical  nov¬ 
ice,  I  have  a  fear  of 
either  missing  the 
jump  completely,  or 
being  squashed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  boats 
as  they  separately  rise 
and  fall.  Oh,  well,  I  have  had  a  nice  life  up  to  this  point, 
I  muse  silently,  trying  not  to  show  any  fear. 

After  sizing  up  about  two  dozen  opportunities  and 
missing  them,  I  finally  jump  across  the  breach.  Sea¬ 
men  aboard  the  American  Salvor  reach  out  to  help, 
and  in  a  wink  I  am  safely  aboard.  A  close  call,  I  think. 
The  more  experienced  men  aboard  our  shuttle,  in¬ 
cluding  men  returning  from  shore  leave,  make  the 
transfer  with  ease. 

On  board  I  and  my  two  fellow  travelers  from  New 
Hampshire  explore  the  ship  from  stem  to  stern, 
watch  divers  being  lowered  in  a  pressurized  compart¬ 
ment  to  depths  some  255  feet  below,  and  view  the 
video  monitor  as  they  walk  and  grope  among  the 
ghostly  remains  of  what  was  once  the  steamship 
Brother  Jonathan.  On  board,  in  a  special  strongroom, 
I  examine  many  of  the  coins  that  had  been  brought 
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At  sea  aboard  the  Negotiator  on  the  way  to  the  American  Salvor 
moored  in  the  distance.  Dave  Bowers,  his  son  Andrew,  and  Ray 
Merena  are  all  set  for  a  day  aboard  the  treasure  recovery  ship. 
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up,  including  some  really  marvelous  $20  gold  double 
eagles,  mostly  dated  1865.  Of  course,  all  of  this  is  an 
exciting  adventure  for  me,  and  a  great  deal  of  fun. 

Stories  of  ships  and  their  treasures  have  fascinated 
me  for  a  long  time.  A  few  years  ago  I  spent  much 
time  delving  through 
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books,  old  newspapers 
and  other  sources  in  the 
course  of  conducting  re¬ 
search  for  a  book  that 
was  published  in  early 
1997,  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards.  Chapter 
11,  titled  “Gold  from  the 
Briny  Deep,”  was  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Table  of 
Contents: 

Time  was  when  vast 
quantities  of  newly- 
minted  gold  coins  were 
shipped  by  sea  from  San 

Francisco — commercial  center  of  the  Gold  Rush — to 
other  places,  especially  to  the  East  Coast,  but  not  all 
reached  their  destinations.  The  stories  of  the  S.S. 
Winfield  Scott,  Yankee  Blade,  Central  America,  and 
Brother  Jonathan  have  many  thrilling  as  well  as  tragic 
aspects  that  are  stranger  than  the  most  imaginative 
fiction! 

Little  did  I  know  that  I  would  soon  be  involved  in 
the  latest  events  with  the  Brother  Jonathan  and  those 
who  found  her.  Seeking  to  expand  my  knowledge 


Ray  Merena  and  Dave  Bowers  aboard  the  American  Salvor. 


beyond  the  relatively  few  pages  I  related  about  this 
particidar  ship  in  my  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards,  I  began  searching  for  every  scrap  of  informa¬ 
tion  I  could  find,  helped  greatly  by  the  archives  as¬ 
sembled  by  Deep  Sea  Research  and  efforts  in  various 
California  libraries  expended  by  researcher  Dan 
Owens.  Before  long,  a  fascinating  account  began  to 

emerge,  a  19th-century 
saga  filled  with  excite¬ 
ment,  contradictions, 
selflessness  and  selfish¬ 
ness,  adventure,  and 
more.  In  the  meantime, 

I  found  myself  trans¬ 
ported  as  if  by  magic  to 
over  a  century  ago.  It 
was  almost  like  being  in 
San  Francisco  in  the 
summer  of  1865  and 
boarding  the  Brother 
Jonathan. 

Regarding  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  ship  to  American  numismatics,  it  is  per¬ 
haps  relevant  to  note  that  of  the  thousands  of  ship¬ 
wrecks  located  over  a  long  span  of  years— just  two — the 
Brother  Jonathan  and  the  Central  America  (sunk  in 
1857) — have  yielded  a  significant  number  of  rare 
United  States  coins.  And,  the  present  sale  is  the  very 
first  time  in  American  history,  the  very  first  time  in 
numismatic  history,  that  a  significant  number  of 
highly  collectible,  highly  desirable  United  States  coins 
have  been  brought  to  market. 

Savor  the  opportunity! 


\ 
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S.S.  BROTHER JONATHAN  TACT  FILE 

Chronicle  1850-1865 


Romantic  stories  and 
the  search  for  treasure  go 
hand  in  hand.  Thus,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  in  the 
years  since  the  5.5. 

Brother  Jonathan  went  to 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  on 
July  30,  1865,  many  leg¬ 
ends  have  arisen.  In  the 
course  of  spinning  tales 
and  writing  magazine  ar¬ 
ticles  and  books,  some 
with  historical  emphasis, 
others  relating  to  lost  treasure,  various  authors  have 
seized  upon  the  few  facts  that  are  easily  available,  and 
have  gone  forward  from  that  point,  often  adding 
glamorous  embellishments. 

In  connection  with  the  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  5.5. 
Brother  Jonathan,  and  also  the  present  auction  cata¬ 
logue,  archives  from  coast  to  coast  were  consulted 
(including  many  by  Dan  Owens,  who  assisted  greatly 
with  the  project),  over  400  printed  sources  were  ex¬ 
amined,  and  no  effort  was  spared  to  make  the  narra¬ 
tive  as  historically  correct  as  possible. 

Many  facts  came  to  light,  some  being  easy  to  locate, 
others  elusive.  These,  together  with  information  as  to 
the  ship’s  construction,  route,  and  use,  are  synop- 
sized  below: 

About  the  5.5.  Brother Jonathan 

Specifications  of  the  ship:  At  the  time  of  launch¬ 
ing,  the  ship  was  described  as  being  of  1,360  tons 
displacement.  Her  measurements  were  220  feet  1 1 
inches  long  by  36  feet  wide  with  a  draft  of  13  feet,  10 
inches  when  carrying  normal  load.  Power  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  coal-fired  boilers  connected  to  a  low-pres¬ 
sure  vertical  steam  engine  recovered  from  the 
wrecked  steamer,  5.5.  Atlantic,  and  renovated  and 
installed  by  the  Morgan  Iron  Works.  The  large  cylin¬ 
der  of  the  engine  measured  six  feet  in  diameter,  op¬ 


erated  with  an  1 1-foot 
stroke,  and  drove  a  pair 
of  33-foot  paddlewheels 
mounted  in  wooden 
housings  on  each  side 
of  the  ship  via  a  walking 
beam  mounted  amid¬ 
ships.  In  addition  to  the 
steam  cylinder  and  link¬ 
age,  two  masts  (later  in¬ 
creased  to  three)  pro¬ 
vided  power  in  favor¬ 
able  winds  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  respite  for  the  coal  passers  below  decks  who 
worked  night  and  day  feeding  the  fiery  furnaces. 
Under  full  steam  the  5.5.  Brother Jonathan  must  have 
presented  an  impressive  sight.  At  night,  the  light 
from  her  cabin  lamps  could  be  seen  at  a  distance,  and 
from  the  central  stack  a  reddish  plume  of  fire,  sparks, 
and  smoke  from  the  boilers  extended  into  the  sky. 

Capacity:  The  ship  had  three  decks,  the  upper  two 
reserved  for  passengers,  crew  quarters,  officers’ 
rooms,  and  social  functions.  Cargo  capacity  in  her 
holds  and  on  deck  was  about  700  tons.  Passenger 
accommodations  on  the  Brother  Jonathan  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  350  to  365  travelers,  most  of  whom  bunked 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  ship  in  simple  berths  in  the 
steerage  section,  which  was  said  to  be  better  than  the 
average  below-decks  quarters  on  many  competitive 
ships.  For  those  wishing  to  pay  a  higher  fare,  24  state¬ 
rooms  offered  extra  amenities  including  food  and 
beverages  delivered  on  order,  a  writing  desk  or  table, 
individual  wash  basins,  wall-mounted  mirrors,  a  door 
that  could  be  locked,  and  space  for  storing  trunks 
and  baggage. 

Amenities:  At  the  center  of  the  main  deck  (one 
deck  down  from  the  top)  was  the  passenger  lounge  or 
saloon,  about  80  feet  long  by  20  feet  wide,  suitable 
for  relaxation,  reading,  games,  storytelling,  musical 
performances,  and  other  pursuits.  This  was  the  ship’s 
most  important  attraction  for  the  passengers  with 
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first-cabin  (first  class)  or  second-cabin  tickets.  The 
white-painted  wood-paneled  lounge  in  the  Brother 
Jonathan  was  decorated  with  paintings,  ornate  carv¬ 
ings,  gold  trim,  and  other  artistic  touches,  with  oil 
cloth  carpeting  of  “bright  and  variegated  colors.” 
Chairs  and  settees  in  the  lounge  were  covered  with 
rich  maroon  cloth  upholstery  and 
provided  seating  for  100  to  200 
people.  The  lounge  could  be  en¬ 
tered  by  stairs,  or  by  doors  to  the 
sides.  The  24  staterooms  were 
arranged  12  to  each  side  of  the 
lounge,  with  access  through  the 
lounge  itself  or  from  the  deck. 

The  hull  of  the  ship  was  painted 
black  with  the  gunwales  in  dark 
blue.  The  houses  on  the  deck 
were  painted  a  sandy  or  buff 
color.  Her  wheel  boxes,  done  in 
black  and  red,  were  each  orna¬ 
mented  with  gilt  eagles  on  the 
side  panels.  A  large  golden  eagle 
carving  was  mounted  on  the 
stern. 

Chronicle  of  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

1850,  November  22:  The  5.5. 

Brother  Jonathan  was  launched  at 
the  shipyard  of  Perrine,  Patterson 
&  Stack,  Williamsburgh,  New 
York,  across  the  East  River  from 
Manhattan.  Her  owner  was  Ed¬ 
ward  Mills.  The  name  Brother Jonathan  was  taken  from 
a  nickname  for  the  United  States  (much  as  Uncle  Sam 
was  another  nickname);  to  many  people  around  the 
world,  America  was  known  as  Brother  Jonathan. 

1851,  early,  to  March  1852:  The  first  voyage  of  the 
5.5.  Brother  Jonathan  was  from  New  York  City  to 
Chagres,  Panama  on  behalf  of  Mills’  company,  the 
aptly  named  New  York  and  Chagres  Express  Line. 
Many  if  not  most  passengers  were  traveling  to  Cali¬ 
fornia.  To  do  this  they  took  the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan 
from  New  York  City,  down  the  Atlantic  coast, 
through  the  West  Indies,  to  Panama.  At  Chagres  they 
made  a  crossing  by  land,  and  on  the  Pacific  side  were 


met  by  another  steamer  which  took  them  northward 
to  San  Francisco.  By  1851,  the  Gold  Rush,  which  had 
begun  in  a  large  way  for  easterners  in  1849,  was  still 
in  its  ascendancy,  and  each  month  saw  ships  carrying 
hopeful  treasure  seekers  emigrating  to  the  West. 
With  appointments  said  to  be  finer  than  those  of 

competing  ships  the  Brother 
Jonathan  was  a  favorite  of  steer- 
age-class  passengers  as  well  as 
those  who  could  afford  the 
luxury  of  private  staterooms. 
The  ship  fared  well  on  its  transits 
along  the  East  Coast  and  the 
Caribbean  Sea.  The  Brother 
Jonathan  also  made  several  trips 
on  the  alternative  route  from 
New  York  City  to  Nicaragua.  For 
a  year  the  ship  continued  to  op¬ 
erate  out  of  New  York  City. 

1852,  March,  onward:  Cor¬ 
nelius  (known  as  “Commodore,” 
although  he  never  earned  this 
naval  rank)  Vanderbilt  acquired 
the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan  from 
Edward  Mills,  reconfigured  her 
to  accommodate  750  passen¬ 
gers,  added  a  mast  to  make  a  to¬ 
tal  of  three,  and,  on  May  14, 
1852,  sent  her  around  Cape 
Horn  to  ply  the  San  Francisco  to 
Nicaragua  route.  From  this  time 
onward,  the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan 
would  be  at  home  in  the  Pacific. 
Her  home  port  was  San  Fran- 
cisco-epicenter  of  the  Gold  Rush.  In  time,  she  be¬ 
came  well  known  to  those  coming  to,  going  from, 
and  residing  in  the  city  of  the  Golden  Gate,  and  was 
featured  in  many  news  stories  and  accounts.  On  her 
outbound  voyages,  she  often  carried  hundreds  of 
thousands,  or  even  a  million  dollars  or  more  in  gold 
bullion  and  coins.  On  December  31,  1852,  Vanderbilt 
transferred  her  title  to  the  Accessory  Transit  Com¬ 
pany,  in  which  he  had  a  beneficial  interest,  main¬ 
tained  through  the  summer  of  1853,  after  which  he 
was  no  longer  associated  with  the  ship. 

1854,  October:  The  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan  assisted 


Cornelius  (“Commodore”)  Vanderbilt  in 
his  later  years,  a  self-made  American  mil¬ 
lionaire  who  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
fortune  in  the  steamship  trade  on  the  East 
Coast,  but  who  later  became  prominent  on 
the  route  from  New  York  to  California  via 
Nicaragua  and,  later,  Panama.  (Great  For¬ 
tunes  and  Flow  They  Were  Made) 
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with  the  passage  back  to  San  Francisco  of  surviving 
passengers  from  the  ill-fated  S.S.  Yankee  Blade  (owned 
by  the  Independent  Steamship  Company),  which, 
with  an  estimated  812  passengers  and  122  crew  mem¬ 
bers  aboard,  was  wrecked  on  the  way  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  Panama. 

1854:  In  the  same  year,  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
continued  to  carry  passengers  and  treasure  in  and 
out  of  San  Francisco.  Often,  outgoing  shipments 
were  on  behalf  of  express  agents,  such  as  Wells, 
Fargo  Sc  Co.,  which,  for  example,  advertised  in  May 
1854,  that:  “Our  regular  express  for  the  Atlantic 
states  and  Europe  will  be  dispatched  on  Tuesday, 
May  16th,  at  NOON  by  the  steamers  GOLDEN 
GATE,  J.T.  Watkins,  Esq.,  Commander,  and 
BROTHER  JONATHAN,  C.P.  Seabury,  Com¬ 
mander,  in  charge  of  a  special  messenger  on  each 
steamer.  Treasure  received  for  shipment  (and  in¬ 
sured)  until  9  o’clock  a.m.  of  Tuesday,  May  16th,  and 
small  packages  and  parcels  until  within  one  hour  of 
the  time  of  sailing.”  “Treasure”  typically  consisted  of 
minted  gold  coins  and  large  gold  ingots  packed  in 
cases  for  transport  to  eastern  cities,  particularly  New 


York  and  Philadelphia,  and  across  the  Atlantic  to 
London.  Many  of  these  shipments  were  deposited  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  or,  beginning  in  1854,  at  the 
new  federal  New  York  City  Assay  Office.  To  avoid 
thievery  by  the  crew  and  professional  crooks,  the  trea¬ 
sure  was  checked  with  the  purser  and  kept  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  compartment.  In  other  instances,  agents  for  the 
express  companies  secured  private  staterooms  and 
guarded  the  valuables  under  their  charge. 

1856-1857:  The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  serviced  vari¬ 
ous  ports  on  the  West  Coast,  use  of  the  Nicaragua 
route  having  been  diminished  due  to  political  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  finally  ended. 

1857,  November,  onward:  The  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  was  sold  to  John  T.  Wright  of  the  Merchants 
Accommodation  Line,  who  changed  her  name  to  the 
Commodore,  a  rather  curious  turn  of  events  inasmuch 
as  Cornelius  (“Commodore”)  Vanderbilt  had  not 
owned  her  in  the  most  recent  years.  In  the  late  1850s 
the  Commodore  ran  from  San  Francisco  to  Seattle  and 
also  called  on  Vancouver  and  Portland,  competing 
on  the  route  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com¬ 
pany.  The  British  Columbia  gold  fever  was  rampant, 
and  the  Commodore  and  her  sister  ship,  the  Pacific  (ac¬ 
quired  by  the  same  line  in  July  1858),  profited  im¬ 
mensely  from  related  cargoes. 

1858,  July:  On  a  trip  with  about  300  to  350  passen¬ 
gers  aboard,  the  Commodore  ran  into  heavy  weather 
two  days  out  of  San  Francisco  on  the  way  north,  and 
with  several  feet  of  water  flooding  her  holds  and  ex¬ 
tinguishing  fires  under  the  boilers  she  came  to  a 
standstill.  Captain  George  W.  Staples  ordered  that 
the  ship  be  lightened  by  shoving  all  deck  cargo  into 
the  sea.  Passengers  and  crew  were  given  buckets  to 
bail  water  from  the  hold.  The  plan  was  successful,  the 
boiler  fires  were  relighted,  and  the  ship  limped  back 
to  home  port.  This  was  her  last  voyage  for  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Accommodation  Line. 

1858,  December:  The  S.S.  Commodore  was  sold  to 
the  California  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Regain¬ 
ing  her  old  name  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  the  ship  was 
put  in  drydock  at  Mare  Island  in  San  Francisco  Bay  by 
its  new  owner.  In  the  following  months  she  was  reha¬ 
bilitated  and  repaired,  a  process  which  also  involved 
replacing  certain  structural  parts  with  the  use  of 
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5,000  bolts,  and  re-sheeting  her  bottom  with  copper. 
Staterooms,  berths,  and  other  passenger  areas  were 
cleaned  and  redecorated,  and  the  entire  ship  was 
given  a  fresh  appearance.  Soon  she  was  back  in  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  old  route  from  San  Francisco  north  to 
Victoria,  and  return,  with  stops  along  the  way. 

I860,  July:  The  Brother Jonathan  was  sold  again,  as 
the  California  Steam  Navigation  Company  decided  to 
abandon  coastwise  shipping  and  concentrate  on 
steamers  on  inland  rivers.  The  buyer  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan  was  Major  Samuel  J.  Hensley,  the  Firm’s 
former  San  Francisco  agent,  who  had  recently 
formed  the  Oregon  &  San  Diego  Steamship  Com¬ 
pany.  The  purchase  price  for  two  vessels,  the  Brother 
Jonathan  and  the  Senator,  was  reported  to  be 
$200,000.  Title  to  the  Brother  Jonathan  was  changed  to 
Hensley  on  August  7,  1860.  Both  ships  were  put  into 
service  from  San  Francisco  down  the  coast,  calling  at 
San  Luis  Obispo,  Santa  Barbara,  San  Pedro  (the  port 
for  the  city  of  Los  Angeles),  and  San  Diego.  The 
Brother  Jonathan  continued  on  this  route  through 
early  1861. 


1861:  1  he  Brother  Jonathan  underwent  virtually  a 
complete  rebuilding  at  North’s  Shipyard  in  San 
Francisco  to  strengthen  her  superstructure  and  re¬ 
place  nearly  all  of  her  decking  and  interior.  It  was 
said  to  be  the  most  extensive  shipbuilding  project 
ever  undertaken  in  the  state.  The  Brother  Jonathan 
became  virtually  a  new  ship.  Two  new  decks  instead 
of  the  former  three  served  to  facilitate  loading  and 
unloading  and  lightened  the  overall  weight  of  the 
ship  from  1,359  tons  to  1,181  tons,  permitting  more 
cargo  to  be  carried.  The  masts  were  strengthened, 
and  the  foremast  was  moved.  The  upper  deck  was 
fitted  with  a  new  dining  and  entertainment  saloon 
measuring  120  feet  long  and  paneled  in  California 
redwood,  limited  officers’  quarters  as  well  as  small 
rooms  for  storage  or  other  purposes.  First-class 
single  and  double  cabins  were  on  the  main  deck  as 
were  cabins  for  most  of  the  ship’s  officers  and  the 
purser’s  room.  The  Brother  Jonathan  was  now  quite 
elegantly  appointed,  surely  as  queenly  as  any  other 
vessel  in  the  coastwise  trade— a  far  cry  from  the  era 
in  which  Vanderbilt  had  reconfigured  the  ship  to 
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permit  750  passengers  to  be  crammed  aboard, 
mostly  in  steerage.  The  main  deck  area  formerly 
used  as  the  lounge,  about  80  by  20  feet  in  size,  was 
now  a  large  room  for  cargo,  a  position  that  facili¬ 
tated  loading  and  unloading  with  ease.  Presumably, 
inside  corridors  providing  access  to  staterooms  were 
constructed  so  that  the  passengers  would  not  have 
to  go  among  the  stored  freight  items.  In  addition, 
cargo  space  was  provided  in  the  lower  hold,  the  tra¬ 
ditional  location,  easily  accessible  by  doors  from  the 
main  deck.  Capacity  for  goods  carried  was  ex¬ 
panded  from  700  tons  to  900  tons.  The  extra  200 
tons  would  be  useful  in  servicing  the  ever-increasing 
demand  for  freight  to  northern  towns,  especially 
Portland.  The  pleasures  of  travel  aboard  the  S.S. 
Brother Jonathan  formed  the  subject  of  many  conver¬ 
sations,  and  within  a  short  time  she  acquired  an  en¬ 
viable  reputation  for  quality  and  comfort. 

1864,  April  7  :  Until  this  date  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  continued  to  be  registered  by  Hensley  and 
his  associates,  but  was  operated  by  the  California 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  of  which  Hensley  was 
a  trustee.  After  that  time  she  was  listed  once  again 
under  the  ownership  of  the  company. 

1863-1865:  Gold  strikes  had  been  made  in  eastern 
Oregon,  Idaho,  and  other  areas.  Gold  and  silver  in 


various  forms  were  shipped  overland,  then  down 
the  Columbia  River  to  The  Dalles,  then  to  Portland 
for  shipment  by  sea  to  San  Francisco,  the  center  of 
commerce  on  the  West  Coast  and  the  site  of  the 
only  federal  mint  within  2,500  miles.  Although 
many  accounts  could  be  cited,  these  are  representa¬ 
tive:  On  August  18,  1863,  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
arrived  in  San  Francisco  from  the  north  “with  a 
crowd  of  passengers  and  treasure  amounting  to  near 
$300,000.”  On  September  23  the  Brother  Jonathan 
carried  $315,000  in  gold  to  San  Francisco,  and  a  fur¬ 
ther  $203,835  on  October  12.  This  was  an  astound¬ 
ing  reversal  of  the  earlier  days  in  which  gold  had 
been  shipped  from  San  Francisco,  not  to  it!  At  the 
time,  virtually  the  entire  West  Coast  economy  includ¬ 
ing  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  gold  (mostly)  and  silver  coins.  Thus,  on  any 
given  trip  north  from  San  Francisco  to  Portland,  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  carried  many  gold  coins. 

Last  Voyage  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

1865,  July  28:  The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  departed 
San  Francisco,  headed  north  to  Portland.  The  pas¬ 
sage  was  stormy,  and  the  ship  was  forced  to  spend  the 
night  of  July  29th  in  the  sheltered  harbor  of  Crescent 
City  close  to  the  California  border  with  Oregon. 
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1865,  July  30:  In  the  early  afternoon  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  which  had  headed  back  out  to  sea,  encoun¬ 
tered  tremendous  waves  and  high  winds  and  was 
unable  to  progress  further.  The  decision  was  made  to 
turn  around  and  go  back  to  Crescent  City.  The  return 
trip  was  never  completed. 

A  Survivor’s  Account 

Later,  several  survivors  told  their  stories.  This  is 
from  Jacob  Yates,  who  was  at  the  helm  during  the 
fateful  afternoon  of  July  30: 

On  Sunday,  when  I  took  the  wheel  at  12  o’clock,  it 
was  blowing  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  northwest, 
and  we  were  four  miles  above  Point  St.  George.  The 
sea  was  running  mountain  high,  and  the  ship  was  not 
making  any  headway.  Capt. 

DeWolf  thought  it  proper  to 
turn  back,  run  into  Crescent 
City,' and  wait  until  the  storm 
ceased.  He  ordered  me  to  put 
the  helm  hard  a  port,  which  I 
did,  and  then  he  told  me  to 
steady  her.  I  did  so.  Her  course 
was  then  due  east.  The  time 
was  about  a  quarter  to  one  p.m. 

I  kept  her  that  course  until 
we  made  the  Seal  Rock,  and  the 
captain  ordered  me  to  keep  her 
southeast  by  south.  It  was  clear 
where  we  were,  but  foggy  and 
smoky  in  shore.  Then  we  ran 
along  until  10  minutes  of  2 
o’clock  p.m.,  when  she  struck 
the  unknown  sunken  rock,  with 
such  force  that  it  felled  the  pas¬ 
sengers  who  were  standing  on 
the  deck.  Some  of  the  deck 
planks  started  [split  apart]. 

The  captain  stopped  the  engine  and  endeavored  to 
back  her  off.  The  engineer  could  not  get  her  to  move 
an  inch.  She  rolled  about  five  minutes  and  then  gave 
another  tremendous  thump  on  the  rock,  when  part 
of  the  keel  came  up  alongside;  and  by  that  time  the 
sea  and  wind  had  slued  her  around  so  that  her  head 
came  to  the  wind  and  sea.  As  soon  as  she  came  head 


to  the  sea,  she  worked  off  the  rock  a  little;  then  her 
foremast  went  down  through  her  bottom  until  the 
foreyard  brought  up  across  decks.  At  this  time  Cap¬ 
tain  DeWolf  had  been  forward  three  times  and  or¬ 
dered  eveiybody  to  look  out  for  themselves,  and  he 
would  do  the  best  he  could  for  them  all.  I  was  the  last 
one  that  left  the  forward  part  of  the  ship. 

As  I  was  going  aft  I  saw  a  lady  and  gentleman 
standing  close  by  the  boat.  I  asked  them  why  they 
did  not  get  into  this  boat,  for  it  was  ready  to  lower. 
And  they  gave  their  heads  a  toss  and  told  me  they 
were  going  to  get  in  the  other  boat.  There  was 
plenty  of  room  in  the  boat  at  that  time.  As  I  was  one 
of  the  crew  of  the  boat,  and  she  was  being  lowered, 
I  got  in  her.  If  they  had  got  in,  I  would  have  taken 
my  chances  in  another. 

The  boat  ahead  of  us  was  filled 
with  women.  I  did  not  pay  any 
more  attention  to  the  boat  until 
she  was  lowered.  The  captain 
said,  “There  was  enough  in  that 
boat.” 

I  had  not  seen  Mr.  Allen  the 
first  officer  until  the  captain  or¬ 
dered  our  boat  lowered;  then  he 
lowered  one  end  of  it.  We  got 
our  boat  clear  from  the  wreck 
and  astern  of  the  ship.  I  did  not 
see  the  second  officer  at  all.  As  we 
came  around  the  stern  we  saw  a 
boat  swamped,  which  was  full  of 
women;  and  one  boat  capsized 
with  a  man  on  her  bottom,  and 
also  another  one  stove  to  pieces. 
Our  boat  was  so  full  that  we 
could  not  take  another  soul  in  it. 

We  would  have  gone  to  the 
assistance  of  the  boat  load  of  ladies  who  were 
swamped,  but  the  sea  was  running  so  high  and  we 
were  so  heavily  loaded  that  we  could  not  do  anything 
for  them.  I  believe  that  if  the  passengers  had  listened 
to  the  captain  and  manned  the  boats  with  the  ship’s 
crew,  as  he  wished  them  to  do,  there  would  have 
been  more  lives  saved,  for  there  is  not  a  ship  that  sails 
out  of  San  Francisco  which  has  a  better  crew.... 


Captain  Samuel  J.  DeWolf  of  the  S.S. 
Brother Jonathan.  (Del  Norte  County  Histori¬ 
cal  Society) 
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Details  Relating  to  the  Last  Voyage 

The  Captain:  Samuel  J.  DeWolf,  an  experienced 
captain,  was  at  the  helm.  Born  in  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia, 
in  1822,  DeWolf  followed  the  sea  beginning  at  the 
age  of  16,  first  on  the  northeast  coast  of  North 
America,  possibly  including  service  aboard  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  S.S.  Lexington  in  1840,  followed  by  16  Atlantic 
crossings  on  the  crew  of  a  ship  on  the  New  York  City 
to  Liverpool  run  and  serv  ice  on  other  voyages.  By  the 
time  that  the  Gold  Rush  beckoned  in  1849,  he  had 
visited  many  ports  around  the  world.  Casting  his  for¬ 
tune  as  a  Forty  Niner,  DeWolf  joined  as  a  seaman 
aboard  the  clipper  ship  Oxnard,  and  as  first  officer 
helped  take  the  vessel  around  Cape  Horn  to  Califor¬ 
nia.  After  his  arrival  he  was  in  the  coastwise  trade  as 
captain  of  the  brig  Fremont.  In  1854  he  joined  the 
newly  formed  California  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
with  which  he  was  thereafter  nearly  continuously  as¬ 


sociated.  In  early  1865  he  serv  ed  as  captain  of  the  S.S. 
Amelia  in  the  trade  to  Napa,  north  of  San  Francisco, 
after  which  he  was  in  command  of  the  S.S.  Orizaba  for 
a  short  time.  Following  these  stints,  he  was  reassigned 
to  the  Brother  Jonathan. 

The  crew  (count):  60  known  crew  members,  of 
whom  13  survived. 

The  passengers  (count):  142  known  passengers,  of 
whom  8  survived;  there  may  have  been  additional 
passengers,  perhaps  25  to  50,  who  were  not  repre¬ 
sented  in  printed  records. 

Total  of  crew  and  passengers:  202  known  people, 
plus  perhaps  25  to  50  additional,  giving  a  total  of 
about  225  to  250,  of  whom  21  are  known  to  have 
survived. 

Notable  and/or  interesting  passengers:  Captain 
J.S.S.  Chaddock,  of  the  Revenue  Cutter  Joseph  Lane 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  in  the  early  days,  as  shown  in  a  copy  of  a  painting  at  the  San  Francisco  Maritime  Museum.  Her 
paddlewheel  boxes  were  painted  bright  red.  (Copy  courtesy  of  the  San  Francisco  Maritime  National  Historic  Park;  the 
original  work  is  held  by  the  California  Historical  Society.) 
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(operated  by  the  Treasury  Department)  was  traveling 
north.  •  General  George  Wright,  foremost  Civil  War 
hero  of  California.  •  Maj.  Ellery  W.  Eddy,  Army  pay¬ 
master,  was  traveling  with  $200,000  in  currency  in  his 
care.  •  Gov.  Anson  He  my  Gordon,  the  new  governor 
of  Washington  Terri toiy, 


who  had  been  a  close 
friend  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  was  traveling  to  take 
his  new  position. 

Rosanna  Keenan,  said  to 
have  been  a  “madam,” 
was  traveling  north  with 
seven  of  her  “girls.”  One 
of  them,  Martha  E. 

Wilder,  a  teenager,  sur¬ 
vived,  but  barely  (pun  in¬ 
tended),  and  had  scarcely 
a  stitch  of  clothing  on 
when  rescued.  •  Mrs.  Henry  Charles 
Lee  and  her  young  son  were  traveling 
north  to  join  the  rest  of  the  Lee  family, 
then  operating  a  circus  in  Oregon.  She 
was  keeping  her  eye  on  two  camels  that 
had  been  an  attraction  when  exhibited 
in  San  Francisco  earlier.  •  William  Lo¬ 
gan,  who  had  been  appointed  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  new  federal  mint  to  be 
built  on  the  Columbia  River  at  The 
Dalles,  Oregon,  was  aboard  (the  Mint 
was  built,  but  never  outfitted  with  equip¬ 
ment  or  used  for  coinage).  •  Joseph  A. 

Lord,  agent  for  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.,  may 
or  may  not  have  been  traveling  with 
gold  coins.  •  James  Nisbet,  author  and 
editor  of  the  San  Francisco  Evening  Bul¬ 
letin.  A  bachelor,  Nisbet  sat  on  the  deck 
of  the  sinking  ship  and  wrote  his  will 
shortly  before  he  perished. 

Treasure:  The  amount  of  treasure  on 
board  is  not  known,  and  has  been  sub¬ 
ject  to  widely  varying  estimates  over  the  years  (in  an 
article  on  March  22,  1922  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
suggested  $2  million).  Gold  coins  were  probably 
present  to  the  extent  of  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars, 
perhaps  even  a  half  million  dollars  or  more,  while  it 


is  known  that  packets  containing  $200,000  in  paper 
Legal  Tender  “greenback”  notes  were  shipped  to  pay 
federal  troops  (no  trace  of  these  notes  was  ever 
found).  Documentation  is  scarce,  and  rumors  are 
aplenty. 

The  cargo:  The 
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Legal  Tender  $5  note  of  the  early  1860s.  Paper  money  of  this 
denomination  was  no  doubt  among  the  currency  shipped  in  the 
care  of  Major  Ellery  W.  Eddy  on  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  on 
July  28,  1865. 


cargo,  amounting  to 

JtP  (37  i  .  6  enn  8  , 

about  500  tons  out  or  a 
ship  capacity  for  900 
tons,  was  varied  and  in¬ 
cluded:  camels  (two  for 
Lee’s  Circus),  agricul¬ 
tural  implements,  two 
cases  of  playing  cards, 
hardware,  copper 
sheathing,  horses  (in¬ 
cluding  one  or  two  be¬ 
longing  to  Gen.  Wright 
and  tied  in  a  special  lo¬ 
cation  on  deck),  Wright’s  pet  New¬ 
foundland  dog,  quartz  stamp  mill 
for  gold  refining  (destined  to  be 
shipped  inland  to  Idaho),  restaurant 
supplies  including  china  plates,  50 
cases  of  cigars,  eight  cases  of  cloth¬ 
ing,  two  bales  of  hops  (for  brewing 
beer),  one  billiard  table,  crates  of 
metal  sheathing,  two  pumps,  a  small 
steam  fire  engine  (destined  for  Sa¬ 
lem,  Oregon),  woolen  mill  equip¬ 
ment,  and  nine  crates  of  boots  and 
shoes,  four  kegs  of  nails,  among 
other  things,  possibly  including  346 
barrels  of  whisky. 

Capacity  vs.  load:  The  ship  trav¬ 
eled  with  a  light  load,  of  about  l/3rd 
her  capacity  for  passengers  and 
about  60%  of  her  capacity  for 
freight,  the  latter  amounting  to 
about  500  tons  against  capacity  for 
900  tons.  Although  the  widow  of 
Captain  DeWolf  later  told  the  press  the  ship  was  over¬ 
loaded,  this  was  not  true  and,  in  fact,  no  such  finding 
was  ever  made,  including  by  the  Official  Naval  In¬ 
quiry.  This  fiction  was  perpetuated  in  many  later  ac¬ 
counts,  including  in  the  widely  consulted  1895  book, 
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Map  of  the  California  in  the  era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 
Coastal  steamers  typically  cruised  a  mile  or  two  off  the  coastline 
shown,  but  there  were  many  instances  of  treasure-laden  steamers  and 
other  vessels  being  wrecked  when  the  course  was  not  planned  care¬ 
fully,  or  the  crew  was  inattentive,  or  visibility  was  not  clear.  (Annals 
of  San  Francisco) 


Lewis  &  Dryden ’s  Marine  History  of  the  Pacific  North  west, 
which  has  many  other  inaccuracies  as  well. 

Artifacts  and  Remembrances 

In  August  1865  Eugene  Russell  wrote  a  ballad, 
The  Sunken  Rock:  The  Wreck  of  the  “ Brother 
Jonathan,  ”  memorializing  the  tragedy.  No  doubt,  it 
was  hummed  and  sung  in  its  day.  The  song  was  an 
early  entry  in  what  would  become  a  large  corpus  of 


remembrances,  tributes,  historical  ac¬ 
counts,  and  adventure  stories  relating  to  the 
Brother  Jonathan.  The  tragic  loss  of  men, 
women,  and  children  aboard  the  ship  on 
July  30,  1865,  touched  a  responsive  nerve  in 
many  writers.  While  the  Brother  Jonathan 
was  lost,  she  was  not  forgotten. 

Many  parts  and  artifacts  from  the  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan  washed  ashore  during  the 
weeks  after  the  disaster.  The  ship’s  wheel 
was  recovered  along  with  a  40-foot  section 
of  the  upper  deck.  Over  two  dozen  victims 
were  found,  often  with  jewelry,  coins,  or 
other  items  still  on  their  persons.  The  coro¬ 
ner  dutifully  recorded  that  “Body  Number 
No.  22-A:  White  woman. ..had  one  $1,000 
Legal  Tender  note;  five  $20  do.;  seven  $10 
do.;  two  $100  do.;  five  $50  do.;  one  $5  Na¬ 
tional  currency  note  on  the  National  Bank  of 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York— in  all  $1,625....” 

Searching  for  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

One  of  the  earliest  efforts  to  recover  the 
treasure  from  the  Brother  Jonathan  involved 
the  steam  tug  Mary  Ann,  which  left  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  on  August  20,  1865.  Although  the  little 
steamer  prowled  around  the  water  off  of  Cres¬ 
cent  City,  nothing  was  found.  Along  the  way 
she  pulled  up  the  anchor  from  the  wrecked 
bark  Acadia  in  Trinidad  harbor  to  the  south 
along  the  coast. 

The  search  was  on!  Year  after  year,  decade 
after  decade,  dozens  of  treasure  hunters 
went  to  the  ocean  expanse  off  of  Crescent 
City  and  looked  for  the  Brother Jonathan.  Ev¬ 
ery  so  often,  a  diver  or  ship  captain  would 
state  that  she  had  been  found,  and  sometimes  tales  of 
treasure  would  be  related.  Nearly  all  effort  was  con¬ 
centrated  around  a  projection  arising  from  the  sea 
floor  like  an  upended  dagger,  the  so-called  Jonathan 
Rock,  which  was  said  to  have  caused  the  disaster. 

In  1872  a  grand  effort  was  made  by  the  Brother 
Jonathan  Treasure  Company.  Stock  was  sold  to  help 
finance  a  search,  the  most  impressive  to  date.  Sophis¬ 
ticated  equipment,  including  diving  bells,  was  loaded 
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aboard  their  new  ship,  the  S.S.  Coquille.  There  was 
much  excitement  and  anticipation,  but  nothing  of 
value  was  found. 

“Experts”  told  stories  to  the  press,  including  a 
treasure  seeker  in  August  1879  who  told  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  Union  an  exciting  tale,  which  reached  print  as 
this: 

Some  parties  in  this  city,  who  have  been  working  up  the 
matter  for  some  time  past,  have  discovered  the  wreck  of  the 
steamer  Brother  Jonathan ,  which  foundered  off  Point  St. 
George,  near  Crescent  City,  in  July  1865.  She  lies  in  an 
upright  position  in  22  fathoms  of  water,  about  50  fathoms 
from  the  submerged  rock  on  which  she  is  supposed  to  have 
struck.  There  was  about  $1,000,000  in  Treasury  notes  and 
bullion  in  her  safe,  and  the  finders  are  fitting  out  an  expe¬ 
dition  for  its  recovery... 

There  were  a  few  problems,  however.  First,  no 
treasure  was  found  by  the  group.  Second,  the  wreck 
was  neither  in  22  fathoms  of  water  nor  was  it  50 
fathoms  distant  from  the  submerged  rock.  The 
ocean,  usually  rough  and  tempestuous  off  the 
rockbound  coast  of  Crescent  City,  continued  to 
keep  its  secret. 

In  1880  a  partnership  called  Wood  &  Hilliard  char¬ 
tered  a  schooner  to  go  exploring,  but  they  celebrated 
too  soon,  everyone  became  drunk,  and,  of  course, 
the  treasure  remained  in  hiding. 

In  1887,  Captain  Peter  Gee  informed  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  newspapers  that  he  had  found  the  wreck  after 
much  effort,  announcing  that  it  was  found  600  feet 
from  another  undersea  projection,  called  “Saddle 
Rock,”  in  200  feet  of  water.  It  was  further  revealed 
that  if  found  the  ship  would  yield  $1,300,000  in  gold 
coins  and  $700,000  in  greenbacks.  After  this  was 
printed,  weeks  went  by.  Months  went  by.  Silence. 

Then  in  1890,  Captain  Gee  made  the  news  again, 
along  with  some  new  details  as  to  how  the  treasure 
was  packed  when  it  was  lost: 

He  says  that  he  has  located  the  spot  and  will  recover  the 
treasure,  which  amounts  to  about  $2,000,000.  The  treasure 
is  mostly  in  gold  coin  and  currency;  the  gold  being  packed 
in  iron  boxes,  and  the  currency  encased  in  canvas  bags  cov¬ 
ered  with  oil  skins. 

Again,  silence. 

The  San  Francisco  Call,  March  29,  1891,  included  a 
brief  summary  of  the  tragedy,  which  seems  to  indi¬ 


cate  that  the  riddle  of  the  Brother  Jonathan  had  not 
been  solved: 

Once  loosened  from  the  rock  the  hull  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan  sank  in  some  25  fathoms  [150  feet]  of  water,  but 
no  trace  of  her  has  ever  been  found,  notwithstanding  the 
several  searches  made. 

In  1894  an  account  told  of  the  finding  of  the  wreck. 
John  F.  Ryan,  who  described  himself  as  the  “world’s 
champion  sea  diver,”  claimed  that  he  had  found  the 
Brother  Jonathan  and,  furthermore,  had  “walked 
across  her  deck.”  Seemingly,  the  next  news  story 
would  tell  of  the  treasure. 

Again,  silence. 

Meanwhile,  dozens  of  stories  appeared.  The  AS. 
Brother  Jonathan  was  becoming  a  part  of  American 
folklore.  More  “facts”  were  printed,  including  a  news¬ 
paper  story  in  1913  which  told  of  a  party  leaving  San 
Francisco  and  heading  to  Crescent  City.  In  part: 

After  Jonathan’s  Gold:  Another  expedition  is  seeking  to 
recover  the  $1,000,000  in  gold  which  went  down  with  the  old 
sidewheel  coaster  Brother  Jonathan,  which  foundered  off 
Point  St.  George  on  the  northern  coast  in  the  ancient  year 
of  1864  [sic].  Undeterred  by  the  failure  of  other  treasure 
seekers,  a  party  organized  in  this  city  is  now  sounding  for  the 
wreck  in  the  hope  of  locating  and  bringing  to  the  surface 
some  of  the  lead-sealed  caskets  containing  the  treasure. 

In  1916,  another  account  told  of  Martin  Lund  and 
J.C.  Freese,  both  of  San  Francisco,  who  had  found  the 
ship  in  45  feet  of  water  the  year  before,  and  were  now 
set  to  bring  up  its  golden  treasure.  Still  another  story, 
this  one  published  in  1917,  stated  that  the  treasure 
consisted  of  gold  bars  locked  in  strongboxes,  that  the 
ship  was  headed  south  to  San  Francisco  (instead  of 
north  to  Portland),  etc.  A  few  days  later,  another 
story  in  the  same  paper  set  the  “facts”  straight.  Sort 
of.  “The  treasure  consisted  of  $1,000,000  in  green¬ 
backs  in  an  iron  safe.  It  is  all  nonsense  about  gold 
bars.” 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  October  25,  1921,  told 
of  another  recovery  attempt,  now  featuring  a  newly 
publicized  form  of  treasure,  one  that  could  be  swal¬ 
lowed.  “Three  hundred  and  sixty-four  barrels  of  real 
whiskey  and  $1,000,000  in  gold  is  the  object  for  a  new 
treasure  hunt  off  the  northern  California  coast,  ac¬ 
cording  to  F.B.  Mansfield  of  Berkeley.  Mansfield  says 
the  treasure  constituted  the  cargo  of  the  Brother 
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Jonathan ,  which  went  down  on  a  reef  off  Crescent 
City  July  30,  1865.” 

Nationwide  Prohibition  had  recently  started,  and 
what  better  way  to  excite  public  attention  than  to 
mention  liquor,  which  to  some  was,  indeed,  harder  to 
find  than  gold! 

In  the  Depression  year  of  1931,  so  many  people 
were  prowling  around  the  ocean  near  Crescent  City, 
that  the  local  lighthouse  keeper  had  a  difficult  time 
keeping  track  of  them  all.  In  early  autumn,  the  local 
paper  noted  this: 

The  operations  have  received  such  widespread  publicity 
and  so  much  attention  along  the  entire  Pacific  Coast  that 
the  Marine  Division  of  the  U.S.  Customs  Service,  Treasury 
Department,  has  recently  issued  a  bulletin  of  information, 


compiled  from  newspaper  and  marine  reports  on  the  trag¬ 
edy  which  occurred  more  than  66  years  ago... 

Searches  continued  for  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, 
which  by  the  1970s  and  1980s  was  well  known  to 
scuba  divers  and  others  as  it  had  been  popularized 
in  guides  for  treasure  hunters  and  in  news  accounts. 
By  the  end  of  the  1980s,  the  wrecks  of  many  sunken 
ships  off  the  California  coast  had  been  visited  by 
divers.  Few  had  serious  intent,  fewer  yet  had  official 
permits  of  any  kind,  and  most  simply  took  any  items 
of  interest  they  found.  Meanwhile  the  true  location 
of  the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan  remained  as  mysterious 
as  ever. 

Years  slipped  by  and  other  effors  were  made,  but 
none  were  attended  by  success. 
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Memorial  plaque  honoring  those  who  perished  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  as  erected  in  the  Brother  Jonathan  Cem¬ 
etery  and  Memorial  Landmark  in  Crescent  City.  (Del  Norte  County  Historical  Society) 
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©EEP  SEA  RESEARCH,  INC. 


In  May  1991,  Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc.,  (DSR)  was 
incorporated  under  the  state  laws  of  California. 
Founding  shareholders  were  Donald  G.  Knight  (who 
left  the  firm  in  1994),  Harvey  Harrington,  and  James 
Wadsley.  Later  in  the  year,  Sherman  Harris  pur¬ 
chased  common  stock  in  the  new  company.  David  L. 
Flohr  signed  on  and  in  time  took  care  of  the  business 
aspects  of  the  firm.  Permits  were  acquired,  settle¬ 
ments  were  made  with  old-time  insurance  companies 
that  might  have  had  an  interest  in  the  treasure,  and 
legal  requirements  were  satisfied.  Using  modern  elec¬ 
tronic  equipment,  DSR  planned  to  scan  and  map  the 
undersea  area  near  Crescent  City  and,  hopefully,  find 
the  wreck. 

Several  trips  were  made  to  Crescent  City  by  DSR 
officers  and  investors  during  this  era,  including  ex¬ 
ploratory  cruises  with  Barry  Sutton,  captain  of  the 
charter  ship  Top  Cat.  It  was  thought  that  a  magnetom¬ 


eter  reading  revealed  what  might  be  an  iron  safe  on 
the  sea  floor  not  far  from  Jonathan  Rock.  Searches 
were  made. 

In  1991  and  1992  the  search  continued.  In  1993, 
the  motor  ship  Cavalier,  a  small  manned  submersible, 
and  divers  were  on  hand  to  continue  the  explorations 
around  Jonathan  Rock,  and,  hopefully,  find  the  iron 
safe  at  last.  The  “window”  of  opportunity  was 
planned  from  September  25  to  October  1.  Undersea 
explorations  are  very  costly  and  time  consuming,  in¬ 
volving  expensive  equipment,  insurance,  safety  pre¬ 
cautions,  and  more — plus  the  blessing  of  favorable 
weather.  Each  day  at  sea  cost  thousands  of  dollars. 

By  Friday  night,  September  30,  there  was  wide¬ 
spread  disappointment.  The  investors  were  ready  to 
leave  town,  and  the  ship’s  crew  had  no  cheery  pros¬ 
pect  to  offer.  Days  of  circling  around  Jonathan  Rock 
and  exploring  the  nearby  sea  bottom  had  turned  up 
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nothing  even  remotely  resembling  treasure,  nor  did 
the  current  efforts  yield  further  clues  as  to  where  to 
search.  How  an  iron  safe  could  “disappear”  was 
somewhat  of  a  mystery,  but  in  any  event  it  was  no¬ 
where  to  be  found.  The  next  morning  several  of  the 
investors  awakened  in  their  hotel  rooms,  gathered 
their  luggage,  and  left  Crescent  City. 

However,  on  the  Cavalier  on  Friday  night,  after 
most  of  the  crew  went  to  bed,  some  of  the  DSR  direc¬ 
tors  on  board  and  Barry  Sutton  felt  it  was  time  to 
search  south  of  Jonathan  Rock.  Part  of  the  plan  for 
this  operation  was  to  search  the  area  of  the  earlier 
200-foot  target  located  in  1991.  There  was  some  dis¬ 
agreement  among  those  committed  to  the  idea  of 
“the  Rock”  as  the  location  where  the  Brother  Jonathan 
went  down.  Finally,  all  agreed.  There  was  not  much 
to  lose.  Days  of  searching  around  Jonathan  Rock  had 
yielded  absolutely  nothing  of  value  or  any  clues 
where  to  look  next,  and  there  was  only  one  day  left 
for  exploration. 

Harvey  Harrington,  director  of  operations  for 
DSR,  set  the  plan  in  motion.  Harrington  furnished 
some  special  and  interesting  Loran  numbers  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Lincoln  Grey  of  the  Cavalier,  who  with  his  first 
mate,  Don  Chestnut,  was  all  set  to  explore  the  site. 

In  the  wee  hours  of  Saturday  morning,  October 
1st,  the  Cavalier  began  cruising  in  other  areas,  pro¬ 
gressing  far  to  the  south  of  Jonathan  Rock.  Con¬ 
nected  by  cable  to  the  ship  was  a  sophisticated  side- 


The  bright  yellow  Snooper  one-man  submarine  in  its 
cradle  on  the  deck  of  the  American  Salvor  as  shown  in  Au¬ 
gust  1997,  the  author’s  son  Andrew  standing  nearby. 


scan  sonar  device,  which  Jim  Wadsley  controlled  via 
a  monitor  and  screen.  Mark  Barnum,  side  scan  opera¬ 
tor  and  surveyor  who  was  Jim’s  associate  in  a  business 
venture,  Atar,  was  also  there,  as  was  Don  Siverts’  son 
Curt.  Harvey  Harrington  was  on  hand  to  supervise 
the  operation.  David  Flohr,  Barry  Sutton,  and  others 
aboard  eagerly  awaited  the  outcome. 

Finally,  the  Cavalier  was  far  from  the  traditional 
location  and  was  over  two  miles  to  the  south  of 
Jonathan  Rock.  Because  the  bottom  conditions  in  the 
area  were  flat  and  sandy — in  contrast  to  the  rocks  and 
boulders  at  the  sea  bottom  near  Jonathan  Rock — the 
target  was  located  rather  easily,  using  the  Loran  num¬ 
bers  and  confirming  it  with  the  side  scan  device.  Soon 
after  .daybreak,  around  7:00  a.m.,  the  Snooper, 
manned  by  Don  Siverts,  was  lowered  into  the  water 
for  visual  inspection. 

Then  it  happened: 

Bingo! 

There  was  the  wreck  of  a  sidewheel  steamship! 
Excitement  prevailed. 

Don  Siverts  related  his  experience: 

The  submersible  had  a  little  negative  buoyancy  as  I 
skimmed  along  the  bottom  with  the  sub  leaving  its  telltale 
circular  mark  in  the  soft,  silty  bottom.  After  three  days  of 
running  ‘up  and  down  transects’  over  Brother  Jonathan 
Rock,  it  was  nice  not  having  to  hear  the  vertical  thruster. 

On  this  last  scheduled  day  of  diving,  the  visibility  was  eight 
to  10  feet  on  the  bottom  as  I  peered  out  of  the  ports  into 
the  heavy  ‘snow’  suspended  in  the  lower  water  column. 

“Cavalier  to  Snooper,  Cavalier  to  Snooper.  New  course 
of  254°.”  It  was  Curt,  my  son,  calling  down  another  course 
change  in  directing  me  towards  an  unidentified  “target” 
documented  the  night  before  by  side-scan  sonar. 

A  small  rockfish  was  noted  out  of  the  starboard  port, 
and  I  swung  the  sub  in  his  direction.  He  departed  and  I 
followed  establishing  a  new  course.  Small  debris  and  more 
rockfish  began  to  appear,  and  I  was  sure  I  was  approaching 
the  “target.”  Reducing  the  sub’s  speed  and  adjusting  the 
buoyancy  to  minimize  disturbing  sediments,  I  moved 
closer.  “Now,  what  have  we  got?”  1  thought  to  myself.  Mov¬ 
ing  forward  toward  a  large  dark  shape,  it  materialized  into 
an  identifiable  object.  Three  paddlewheel  hubs  were  almost 
directly  in  front  of  me  and  a  large  net  rose  from  the  middle 
hub.  The  hub  shaft  tilted  up  and  the  hull  structure  was  vis¬ 
ible  beneath  it. 


SB 


SOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonatha  n  Treasure  Coins 


Calling  topside  I  said,  “Have  target  in  front  of  me.”  I 
should  have  said,  “We  have  found  the  Brother  Jonathan!" 

Although  the  wreck  was  found  in  1993,  not  a 
glimpse  of  gold  had  been  seen.  Further  investigations 
through  part  of  1996  revealed  ajumble  of  cargo  con¬ 
tainers,  parts  of  the  steam  engine  and  its  linkages, 
and  other  debris,  but  no  coins.  The  “mother  ship” 
M/V  Cavalier  had  been  busy  with  its  crew  and  DSR  of¬ 
ficials,  but  so  far  no  success. 

What  happened  next,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  1996 
exploration  project,  is  given  from  Dave  Bowers’  book, 
The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan: 


mooring  in  Crescent  City  about  5:30  a.m.  and  headed 
seaward.  He  turned  out  of  his  bunk  at  6:15  and  had 
a  fine  breakfast. 

A  favorable  omen  was  seen:  a  beautiful  rainbow 
loomed  ahead,  directly  over  the  wreck  site.  Could  there 
be  a  pot  of  gold  at  its  end?  Oh  well,  any  encourage¬ 
ment  helped  at  this  point! 

The  mother  ship  arrived  on  site,  set  its  anchor,  and 
the  day’s  activities  began. 

Harvey  Harrington  and  David  Slater  went  down  in 
the  Delta  to  scout  a  location  to  explore.  The  sub 


The  M/V  Cavalier  on  duty  during 
the  search  for  the  long-lost  Brother 
Jonathan. 


Gold  Found! 

(Friday,  August  30,  1996) 

David  Flohr  recorded  in  his  jour¬ 
nal  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  1996 
exploration,  the  M/V  Cavalier  left  its 


Men,  equipment,  and  lots  of  activity  aboard  the 
Cavalier  in  late  summer  1996  as  part  of  the  Deep 
Sea  Research,  Inc.,  treasure  recovery  project.  (DSR 
photograph) 
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poked  around  here  and  there  on  the  wreck,  and 
about  10:00  a.m.  came  to  the  surface.  Harvey 
Harrington  stepped  out  of  his  warm  diving  suit  and 
stretched  his  legs.  It  was  the  usual  start  to  yet  another 
day  of  searching. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  hundreds  of  would-be  treasure 
finders  had  been  looking  for  the  Brother  Jonathans 
gold  ever  since  the  little  steam  tug  Mary  Ann  had 
chugged  out  of  San  Francisco  on  August  20,  1865, 
three  weeks  after  the  ship  sank.  The  crew  of  the  Mary 
Ann  found  no  gold — not  even  a  trace  of  where  the 
Brother Jonathan  might  have  gone — and  had  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  an  anchor  they  found  farther  down  along  the 
coast  at  Trinidad  harbor.  Perhaps  it  was  subsequently 
sold  for  a  few  dollars.  Others  had  “found”  the  wreck 
for  sure,  but  afterward  nothing  was  ever  brought  to 
the  surface.  Perhaps  the  treasure  coins  would  never 
reflect  into  the  widened  pupils  of  human  eyes. 

Harvey  walked  around  a  bit,  by  now  feeling  less 
cramped. 

“Did  you  see  anything  interesting  when  you  were 
down  there”  David  Flohr  asked  matter  of  factly.  Per¬ 
haps  another  piece  of  machinery  had  been  located 
or — who  knows?  — perhaps  another  octopus  had  come 
to  call. 

“I  saw  some  gold  coins,  several  stacks  of  gold  coins,  but 
we  lost  track  of  the  exact  spot,”  Harvey  replied  in  a 
casual  tone,  much  as  he  might  have  said,  “I  saw  a  few 
old  dishes.”  Harvey,  who  was  known  for  his  good 
humor  and  affable  personality — a  reporter  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  once  called  him  a  charismatic  commer¬ 
cial  diver — was  probably  just  kidding  about  the  gold. 
It  was  good  time  for  some  humor,  as  hours  had 
stretched  into  several  days  without  any  success. 

Just  in  case  something  had  been  seen,  Flohr  pursued 
the  matter:  “Harvey,  are  you  putting  me  on?” 

“No,  I  saw  gold  coins!” 

The  response  was  electrifying!  It  was  true!  Perhaps 
there  was  something  after  all  to  the  story  about  rain¬ 
bows! 

A  newly  made  videotape  from  the  tiny  two-man 
submarine  Delta  was  rewound  to  the  playing  position, 
and  the  screen  of  the  television  monitor  was  filled 
with  the  usual  murky  scenes  of  “sea  dust”  and  ghostly 
outlines  as  all  gathered  around  to  watch. 


All  of  a  sudden  Harvey  yelled,  “Stop!” 

As  everyone  stared  bug-eyed  they  saw  a  dark  area 
near  a  large  wheel-like  metal  object  next  to  a  row  of 
barrel-like  objects.  With  so  much  suspended  matter 
in  the  water  it  was  not  possible  to  be  sure  of  any¬ 
thing.  While  taking  the  footage  the  Delta  had  been 
crosswise  on  the  wreck,  with  the  bow  area  to  its  left 
and  the  remains  of  an  iron  wheel  to  its  right,  in  the 
direction  of  the  stern.  No  coins  could  be  seen  on  the 
screen,  but  Harvey  was  sure  that  they  were  in  the 
area  somewhere  between  the  hull  of  the  Delta  and 
the  ghostly  barrels  (or  whatever  they  were).  The 
dark  spot  was  the  best  hope  anyone  had  experi¬ 
enced  to  date,  even  if  no  gold  coins  were  visible.  It 
was  clear  by  now  that  Harvey  was  not  kidding.  Ex¬ 
citement  continued. 

Harvey  Harrington  and  Jim  Wadsley  then 
huddled  with  the  divers  to  determine  what  to  do 
next.  A  great  deal  of  discussion  was  given  how  to 
find  again  the  precise  spot  in  question,  given  the 
large  size  of  the  wreck  area,  constant  undersea  cur¬ 
rent,  and  poor  visibility.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  lighting  the  area  to  take  film  footage  and  photo¬ 
graphs.  Hand  signals  and  gestures  were  rehearsed  to 
insure  effective  communication  in  the  depths.  At¬ 
tention  to  these  and  other  details  would,  it  was 
hoped,  lead  at  last  to  recovering  the  coins. 

Finally,  everything  was  agreed  upon  and  set  to  go. 
Harvey  Harrington  and  David  Slater  wriggled  into 
the  Delta  and  submerged.  However,  after  an  hour  of 
fighting  an  increasing  current  on  the  bottom  and  a 
lot  of  cloudy  matter  and  turbidity,  the  two  men  gave 
up,  and  the  Delta  broke  the  surface.  Its  occupants 
climbed  out.  Everyone  was  disappointed,  but  not  a 
single  voice  was  raised  to  object,  as  the  rule  from  day 
one  had  been  “safety  first.” 

Probably  99  out  of  100  other  salvors  would  have 
scooped  up  massive  sections  of  the  wreck  and 
dumped  the  debris  into  a  barge  for  sorting,  or  would 
have  blasted  away  all  impediments.  Thousands  of 
miles  to  the  east,  off  the  coast  of  Florida  a  number  of 
successful  salvors  had  found  coins  by  tearing  up  the 
ocean  floor.  DSR  continued  to  do  everything  the 
hard  way.  The  treasure  seekers  certainly  deserved  suc¬ 
cess  as  a  reward  for  their  care,  hard  work,  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  safety  details.  But  deserving  success  and  actu- 
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ally  getting  it  are  sometimes  two  poles  apart.  Again  it 
was  recalled  that  generations  of  treasure  hunters  had 
come  to  Crescent  City  in  the  131  years  since  1865, 
dozens  of  newspaper  articles  had  been  written,  count¬ 
less  theories  had  been  advanced,  the  ship  had  been 
reported  as  “found”  on  several  occasions,  but  not  a 
single  coin  ever  came  to  light. 

More  discussions. 

Hopefully,  conditions  on  the  bottom  would  clear 
up  before  day’s  end,  and  another  effort  could  be 
made.  Meanwhile,  it  was  thought  desirable  to  supply 
the  small  carry-out  boxes  with  fine-mesh  screens  so 
that  not  even  a  small  gold  coin  would  slip  away  if  a 
box  were  filled  with  coins  plus  the  inevitable  swirling 
“sea  snow.”  Harvey  Harrington,  this  time  with  Doug 
Privitt,  went  down  on  the  Delta  again  at  3:00  p.m., 
and  in  five  minutes  both  were  on  the  bottom.  After 
scouting  around,  they  came  to  the  most  likely  spot, 
and  transmitted  their  location  by  cable  to  the  surface 
crew. 

The  divers  suited  up,  and  at  4:00  they  were  in  the 
water.  At  4:07  they  were  on  the  bottom.  Not  a  beat 


A  fully  suited  professional  diver  on  board  the  American 
Salvor  in  1997  preparatory  to  a  visit  to  the  wreck  of  the 
Brother  Jonathan  in  the  sea  below.  (DSR  photograph) 


A  brilliant,  sparkling  1865-S  gold  double  eagle  minutes 
after  it  was  brought  up  from  the  ocean  depths  where  it  had 
been  since  July  30,  1865.  (DSR  photograph) 


was  missed,  and  for  the  next  15  minutes  they  busily 
grabbed  a  lot  of  “stuff’  from  the  area.  At  4:25  the 
Delta  crew  reported  that  the  divers  had  filled  several 
large  goodie  bags  with  “something.” 

At  4:45  p.m.  the  Delta  came  up  with  the  carry-out 
boxes  and  bags  attached  to  its  exterior.  Everyone 
grabbed  his  camera  and  ran  to  meet  the  sub  crew  to 
see  what  had  been  found. 

But,  first  things  first. 

Doug  Privitt — first  out  of  the  Delta — stepped  down 
and  stretched.  After  having  been  confined  in  the 
undersea  equivalent  of  a  sardine  can  for  nearly  two 
hours  he  had  to  limber  up  and  flex  his  muscles. 
Harvey  Harrington  then  stepped  out  onto  the  deck, 
and  ever  the  straight  man,  the  first  thing  he  did  was 
light  a  cigarette.  Perhaps  he  had  seen  nothing.  Or 
perhaps  he  had  seen  a  lot.  No  one  knew.  Harvey 
would  be  a  good  poker  player. 

Meanwhile,  Barry  Sutton,  in  charge  of  security, 
reached  over  to  the  pre-deck  of  the  Delta  to  take  two 
bungee  cords  off  two  light  yellow-green  plastic  bags 
encased  in  a  small  black  net  sack.  He  picked  up  the 
bags  and  gently — well,  sort  of — let  them  drop  a  short 
distance  to  the  deck  of  the  Cavalier.  The  audible  and 
unmistakable  clink  of  coins  electrified  the  wide-eyed 
onlookers! 

Barry  knelt  and  picked  the  pelican  hook  which  held 
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The  bag  filled  with  gold  coins,  a  dream  of  treasure  come 
true!  The  cloth  bag  in  the  open  position  is  shown  on  deck 
of  the  Cavalier  moments  after  it  was  brought  up  from  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  in  1996.  (DSR  photograph) 


the  first  bag  closed,  then  pried  it  open.  As  the  sides 
of  the  bag  spread  apart,  the  opening  revealed  a  mass 
of  gold  coins!  Double  eagles  were  in  profusion! 
Singles,  many  in  clusters  of  two,  or  three,  or  four, 
even  a  “column”  of  25!  Some  were  as  brilliant  as  the 
day  they  were  struck! 

The  DSR  officials  and  others  experienced  a  golden 
dream  come  true.  For  the  next  hour  they  counted 
what  they  had  found,  amounting  to  564  coins  in  all, 
and  every  one  of  them  a  $20  double  eagle.  A  survey 
of  the  dates  revealed  that  they  were  minted  from 
1860  up  to  the  year  that  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
pulled  away  from  the  San  Francisco  dock  on  its  last 
voyage,  1865.  The  later  dated  ones  appeared  to  be  in 
mint-fresh  condition.  A  look  at  the  reverses  showed 
that  most  bore  the  tiny  distinguishing  letter  “S” — right 
from  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  gold  coin  recovery. 
However,  the  first  day  was  the  best  day,  and  by  the 
time  the  1996  search  ended,  875  coins,  mostly  $20 
pieces,  had  been  found. 

In  1997,  the  213-foot  M/V  American  Salvor  was  em¬ 
ployed  with  a  crew  including  divers  with  sophisticated 
equipment.  Nearly  $600,000  was  spent,  and  additional 


recoveries  of  coins  were  made,  amounting  to  332 
coins. 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  1,207  coins  were  re¬ 
covered  from  the  sea. 

As  Dave  Bowers’  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan,  reveals,  there  was  more  to  the  find¬ 
ing  of  the  treasure — much  more!  There  is  the  story 
about  the  octopus  guarding  the  wreck!  There  are  sto¬ 
ries  of  prowlers  and,  possibly,  would-be  pirates  on  the 
ocean,  keeping  an  eye  on  what  was  happening.  There 
was  danger,  there  was  intrigue,  there  was  excitement! 
And  lots  of  it! 

Meanwhile,  the  State  of  California  went  to  court  to 
oppose  the  activities  of  Deep  Sea  Research.  A  drama- 
withirt-a-drama  of  the  Brother  Jonathan  story  involves 
Fletcher  Alford,  a  San  Francisco  attorney  in  the  large 


The  diving  bell  unit  with  cables  and  umbilical  cord  at¬ 
tached,  with  divers  aboard,  as  it  is  lowered  into  the  sea  at 
the  Brother  Jonathan  wreck  site  off  the  coast  of  Crescent 
City.  This  apparatus  was  used  in  the  most  recent  (1997) 
explorations.  (DSR  photograph) 
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firm  of  Gordon  &  Rees.  He  was  “assigned”  the  case, 
with  little  hope  of  success.  Traditionally,  various 
states — backed  by  large  legal  teams  and  untold 
amounts  of  taxpayers’  money — intimidated  treasure 
seekers  and  often  put  them  out  of  business. 

Undaunted,  Alford  did  his  homework.  His  DSR 
clients  were  different.  They  had  secured  the  neces¬ 
sary  permits  in  advance,  they  were  very  careful  about 
safety,  and,  with  long  experience  on  the  part  of  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  DSR  officers,  they  took  every  care  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  wreck  in  an  archaeologically  satisfactory 
manner,  keeping  track  of  what  they  found,  where  on 
the  wreck  it  was  located,  and  salvaging  utensils,  sup¬ 
plies,  and  other  artifacts  for  display  in  the  local  Del 
Norte  County  Museum.  In  a  series  of  court  confron¬ 
tations  with  the  State,  beginning  with  a  victory  in  the 
Federal  Court  presided  over  byjudge  Louis  Bechtle, 
Fletcher  Alford  gained  one  favorable  decision  after 
another,  finally  reaching  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  which  handed  down  a  unanimous  de¬ 
cision,  9-0,  in  favor  of  Deep  Sea  Research! 

Alterward,  to  cut  short  further  legal  activities  and 
procedural  delays,  DSR  made  an  agreement  with  the 
State  of  California  by  which  the  State  received  200 
coins,  agreeing  to  hold  them  off  the  market  for  at 
least  15  years. 

In  conclusion,  the  question  remains:  Are  there  any 
other  coins  remaining  on  the  wreck  of  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan ?  The  answer  is  “perhaps.”  However  at  a 
depth  of  nearly  300  feet,  and  with  conservation  and 
safety  rules  and  regulations  to  be  followed,  and  the 
cost  of  sophisticated  exploration  techniques  amount¬ 
ing  to  multiple  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  per  day,  it 
is  a  question  whether  future  explorations  can  be  cost 
effective.  Nor  is  it  known  if  there  are  any  more  coins 
on  the  wreck.  Certainly,  if  there  are,  they  are  not 
obvious.  Time  will  tell. 


The  crew  aboard  the  American  Salvor  in  1997  as  air 
tanks  and  a  recovery  box  are  brought  up  from  the  depths. 
(Joseph  Amaral  photograph  for  DSR) 
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SESSION  ONE 

Saturday  May  29,  1:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  Lots  1-447 


$5  Gold  Half  Eagles  from  the  .S'.  .S',  brother  Jonathan 


$5  gold  half  eagles  offered  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

ti  consist  of  46  pieces,  the  earliest  of  which  is  dated  1834,  the  first 
year  of  the  Classic  Head  design.  The  first  year  of  the  next  motif, 
the  Liberty  Head  design  introduced  in  1839,  is  represented  by 
a  rare  1839-D  from  the  Dahlonega  Mint,  one  of  only  two 
Dahlonega  coins  in  the  treasure  (the  other  is  a  rare  1852-D  $5). 
The  Charlotte  Mint  is  represented  by  a  single  piece,  an  1848- 
C,  while  three  bear  an  “O”  mintmark  signifying  mintage  in  New 
Orleans. 

The  other  early  pieces,  before  1856,  are  from  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  Added  to  these  are  12  half  eagles  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  each  with  an  “S”  mintmark,  all  of  which  are  scarce  and 
some  of  which  are  quite  rare.  The  highlight  is  a  brilliant, 
lustrous  1865-S  combining  great  rarity  and  incredible  quality. 
Amazingly  enough,  a  second  Mint  State  1865-S  appears,  this 
graded  only  MS-60  due  to  a  small  obverse  scratch.  No  doubt, 
numismatic  history  will  be  made  when  these  incredible  rarities 
cross  the  auction  block! 

Except  for  the  1865-S,  which  no  doubt  was  “fresh  from  the 
Mint,”  the  half  eagles  all  show  signs  of  wear,  sometimes 
extensive.  Quite  possibly,  some  of  these  were  “passenger  gold,” 
or  pieces  carried  in  the  purses  and  trunks  of  those  traveling  on 
the  Brother  Jonathan. 


1  1834  F-15  (PCGS).  The  first  year  of  Classic  Head  half  eagle 

coinage. 

The  Classic  Head  motif  was  created  by  Chief  Engraver  William  Kneass, 
copying  John  Reich’s  style  used  earlier  on  half  cents  of  1809  and  cents  of 
1809.  Half  eagles  of  this  design  were  made  beginning  August  1 ,  1834,  under 
provisions  of  the  Act  ofjune  28,  1834,  which  reduced  the  authorized  weight 
of  gold  coins.  Prior  to  that  time,  gold  issues  had  been  hoarded  and  ex¬ 
ported,  as  in  some  years  the  meltdown  value  of  the  coins  was  higher  than 
their  face  value. 

In  the  half  eagle  series  the  Classic  Head  design  was  continued  through  the 
year  1838. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1. 


2  1835  F-15  (PCGS).  Another  Classic  Head  issue. 

By  July  1865,  there  were  few  if  any  United  States  gold  coins  in  circulation 
with  motifs  prior  to  the  Classic  Head  style  (inaugurated  on  August  1,  1834), 
nor  had  there  been  for  many  years. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  2. 

3  1836  VF^O  (PCGS).  Classic  Head  design. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  3. 

4  1837  F-12  (PCGS).  Classic  Head  design. 

The  1837  half  eagle  mintage  amounted  to  207,121  pieces,  the  smallest  fig¬ 
ure  for  any  Philadelphia  Mint  Classic  Head  half  eagle  1834-1838. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  4. 

5  1838  VF-30  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  style. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  5. 


6  1839-D  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  any  grade,  and  further  im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  Coronet  half  eagle  from  the  Dahlonega 
Mint. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  the  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  type  by 
Christian  Gobrecht,  a  style  that  was  continued  in  use  until  1908.  In  1839  the 
mintmark  for  branch  mint  coins  (Charlotte  or,  in  the  present  instance, 
Dahlonega)  was  placed  on  the  obverse  above  the  date.  All  later  mintmark 
issues  have  the  mint  letter  on  the  reverse. 

Concerning  the  1839-D  half  eagle,  only  18,939  were  minted.  Today  it  is 
believed  that  only  a  few  hundred  pieces  survive.  Few  Dahlonega  coins  were 
seen  in  California,  and  thus,  the  present  coin  from  the  S.  S.  Brother  Jonathan 
represents  a  very  unusual  instance. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  6. 

7  1840  F-12  (PCGS). 

Second  year  of  the  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  type.  While  its  history  will 
never  be  known— coins  keep  their  secrets  well— it  may  have  been  that  this 
coin  was  brought  to  California  from  the  East  in  the  late  1840s  or  early 
1850s,  before  the  San  Francisco  Mint  was  established.  Certainly,  it  saw  ex¬ 
tended  use  in  the  channels  of  commerce. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  7. 

8  1840  F-12  (PCGS).  Another. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  8. 
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View  from  a  hill  overlooking  the  Coloma  Valley,  where  on  January  24,  1848,  gold  was  discovered  in 
the  American  River.  The  scene  is  in  the  foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  about  a  day’s  ride 
on  horseback  from  Sutter’s  Fort  (located  where  the  city  of  Sacramento  would  be  built).  Established  in 
1839  by  John  Sutter,  a  Swiss,  the  fort  became  the  central  focus  of  agriculture  and  commerce  in  the 
district. 

In  late  1847  he  sent  several  employees,  including  James  Marshall,  to  the  American  River  to  set  up 
a  sawmill.  It  was  intended  that  logs  be  processed  into  lumber  there,  using  a  water-powered  vertically 
oscillating  saw  blade.  To  power  the  saw,  a  small  stream  or  mill  race  was  cut  into  the  earth.  One  morning, 
Marshall  saw  a  tiny  gleaming  flake  of  gold.  Historian  Hubert  Howe  Bancroft,  chronicler  of  the 
American  West,  later  described  the  discovery:  “It  must  be  gold!  And  the  mighty  secret  of  the  Sierra 
stood  revealed!” 

Shown  at  the  lower  center  of  the  image  is  a  bend  in  the  river,  with  the  sawmill  erected  nearby. 
(Lithography  by  Sarony  &  Major,  New  York,  circa  1850) 
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About  the  Dahlonega  Mint 


Authorized  by  Congress  in  1835  and  opened  for  business  in  1838,  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  nestled  in  the  hills  of  Georgia,  remained  in  operation  until 
the  first  year  of  the  Civil  War,  1861 .  The  facility,  small  in  size,  produced  gold 
coins  exclusively,  of  the  denominations  $  1 ,  $2.50,  $3,  and  $5.  Most  metal  was 
taken  from  ore  mined  in  the  region  and  from  placer  nuggets,  with  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia  being  two  of  America’s  earliest  important  sources  of 
the  precious  yellow  metal.  However,  in  the  1850s,  much  California  gold  was 
deposited  there,  in  order  to  utilize  the  facility  in  face  of  declining  local  metal 
production. 

The  Dahlonega  Mint  was  founded  a  decade  before  John  Sutter  even 
dreamed  of  having  his  employee,  John  Marshall,  and  others  set  up  a  mill  on 
the  American  River,  leading  to  the  discovery  of  gold  on  a  large  scale  in 
California  in  January  1848. 

In  the  1830s,  gold  mining  was  an  important  activity  in  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  in  the  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  area.  Important  gold  strikes 
in  1830  had  led  to  such  private  minters  as  Templeton  Reid  and  Christopher 
Bechtler  producing  their  own  gold  coins  privately.  As  events  would  prove, 
Reid’s  activities  were  ephemeral,  but  the  Bechtler  enterprise,  continued  by 
his  family,  endured  until  the  early  1850s.  In  1835  the  federal  government, 
realizing  that  America  was  expanding  and  that  important  precious  metal 
discoveries  were  being  made  at  distances  from  Philadelphia,  passed  legisla¬ 
tion  providing  for  the  first  branch  mints.  Facilities  were  to  be  set  up  in  New 
Orleans  (serv  ing  the  rapidly  increasing  trade  in  the  Mississippi  River  basin), 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  Dahlonega,  Georgia.  The  latter  two  facilities 
were  intended  to  make  it  convenient  for  miners  and  others  to  exchange  gold 
bullion  for  coins.  Otherwise,  the  shipment  of  raw  gold  overland  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  was  fraught  with  peril,  typically  involved  payment  of  at  least  5%  for 
insurance  and  transit,  and  necessitated  a  delay  amounting  to  weeks.  By  1 838 
the  three  branch  mints  had  been  erected,  the  New  Orleans  Mint  being  of 
immense  size,  and  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  structures  being  smaller  in 
dimension.  In  the  same  year  coinage  commenced,  gold  at  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega,  and  silver  in  New  Orleans  (the  New  Orleans  Mint  would  not 
strike  its  first  gold  coins  until  the  next  year,  1839). 

By  January  13,  1838,  Mint  Director  Robert  Maskell  Patterson  was  able  to 
issue  a  report  which  noted  in  part:  “The  machinery  for  the  branch  mint  at 
Dahlonega,  in  Georgia,  was  sent  to  Savannah  in  May,  and  difficulty  and  delay 
also  occurred  in  its  transportation  by  land.  After  the  workmen  employed  at 
Charlotte  had  finished  their  task,  they  proceeded  to  Dahlonega,  to  erect  the 
machinery  there;  and  they  completed  this  work  early  in  November.”  Rather 
than  being  state  of  the  art,  the  equipment  furnished  to  Dahlonega  included 
used  machinery  and  devices  that  were  technologically  obsolete,  at  least  in 
comparison  to  the  smoothly  operating  steam-powered  presses  that  had  been 
set  up  in  Philadelphia  and  which  were  first  used  for  striking  medals  on  March 
23,  1836.  The  refining  of  gold,  the  preparation  of  metal  strip,  the  cutting  of 
planchets,  and  the  striking  of  coins  seems  to  have  been  a  rather  rustic 
operation  at  Dahlonega,  which,  in  terms  of  the  coins  produced,  resulted  in 
pieces  that  had  a  very  distinctive  appearance.  Whereas  gold  coins  struck  in 
Philadelphia  in  1 838  and  later  years  were  apt  to  be  much  alike,  having  been 
made  on  high-speed  steam  presses,  Dahlonega  products  were  often  crudely 
struck,  with  weak  areas  in  the  dentils  or  devices,  and  sometimes  indistinct, 
particularly  at  the  centers.  Of  course,  it  is  precisely  this  rusticity  that  makes 
such  pieces  appealing  to  numismatists  today.  The  same  naive  or  rustic 
characteristic  applies  to  Charlotte  gold,  but  not  so  much  as  with  Dahlonega 
products.  In  the  present  era  all  Dahlonega  gold  coins  are  rare. 
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1842- 0  F-15  (PCGS). 

New  Orleans  Mini  issue;  one  of  only  16,400  struck. 

The  New  Orleans  Mint  was  opened  for  business  in  1838,  and  from  that 
time  until  1861  many  coins  were  struck  there.  After  1848,  gold  from  Califor¬ 
nia  arrived  at  the  mint,  usually  from  San  Francisco  via  shipment  through 
Panama  or  Nicaragua.  The  present  coin  is  from  before  the  Gold  Rush  and 
was  probably  minted  from  gold  taken  from  melted-down  foreign  coins  such 
as  Spanish-American  issues. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  9. 

1843- 0  G-4  (PCGS).  Small  Letters  variety. 

Walter  Breen  has  theorized  that  the  1843-0  mintage  is  divided  into  19,075 
of  the  Small  Letters  and  82,000  of  the  Large  Letters  style. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  10. 

1844  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 1. 

1845  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  and  lustre  of  AU-50,  but  with  mod¬ 
erately  heavy  obverse  marks  on  and  around  Liberty’s  portrait. 

Breen-6557  (cf.  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins,  1988).  Thin  numerals,  8  and  4  of  date  far  apart. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 6. 

1845  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Breen-6555.  Heavy  date,  845  in  date  touch. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  12. 

1845  VF-25  (PCGS). 

Breen-6557.  Thin  numerals. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  13. 

1845  VF-20  (PCGS). 

Breen-6557.  Thin  numerals. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 4. 

1845  F-15  (PCGS). 

Breen-6556.  Partly  repunched  date. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  13. 


1845-0  VF-30  (PCGS). 

The  mintage  of  4 1 ,000  was  the  smallest  figure  among  Philadelphia,  Dahlo¬ 
nega,  or  New  Orleans  coinages  this  year. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  17. 

1846  VF-30  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  18. 

1847  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  19. 

1847  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  but  moderately  heavy  re¬ 
verse  scratch  present. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  22. 

1847  F-15  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  20. 
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Gibsonville,  a  little  mining  town  of  about  700  inhabitants  on  Slate  Creek  about  70  miles  north 
northeast  of  Marysville,  is  depicted  during  the  height  of  its  glory  in  the  1850s.  “The  diggins  are  tolerably 
deep  and  pay  regularly  and  well,  from  the  surface  down,  although  nine-tenths  of  the  gold  is  found  upon 
the  rock  and  is  generally  coarse,”  according  to  Hutchings’  California  Magazine,  which  published  the 
above  engraving. 

“In  the  water  season  [when  water  was  available  to  wash  the  gravel  and  dirt]  there  is  about  three 
thousand  ounces  of  gold  dust  taken  out  here,  weekly,  although  there  is  but  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  ounces  in  the  dry  season.” 
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About  the  Charlotte  Mint 

The  following  brief  historical  sketch  of  the  institution  is  from  The  Annual 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  1913. 

The  United  States  Assay  Office  at  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  was  closed  finally  on  June  30, 

1913,  Congress  having  failed  to  make  provi¬ 
sion  for  its  support  beyond  that  date.  Such 
pieces  of  equipment  as  were  valuable  for 
further  use  were  shipped  to  other  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  service  and  the  remainder  of  the 
furniture  and  outfit  was  sold  at  auction  on 
the  premises  and  the  proceeds  turned  into 
the  Treasury.  In  recent  years  the  receipts  of 
bullion  at  the  Charlotte  office  have  been 
insufficient  to  warrant  its  continuance, 
amounting  in  the  last  fiscal  year  to  only  $29,428.30.  The  Charlotte  assay 
office  was  originally  established  as  a  coinage  mint  in  an  act  approved  March 
3,  1835,  which  also  established  branch  mints  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
Dahlonega,  Ga.  The  mints  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  were  designed  to 
serve  the  gold-producing  districts  of  the  southern  Appalachian  region, 
which  at  that  time  comprised  the  only  gold-mining  territory  in  the  United 
States.  New  Orleans  was  an  important  commercial  port,  and  the  mint  there 
was  expected  to  operate  upon  foreign  coin  and  bullion.  From  1804  to  1823 
small  deposits  of  native  gold  aggregating  in  three  years  $47,000  had  been 
received  from  this  state.  [Shipments]  gradually  increased,  and  in  1829  they 
amounted  to  $  1 34,000,  and  there  was  also  $2,500  from  Virginia  and  $3,500 
from  South  Carolina.  In  1830  Georgia  entered  the  list  of  gold-producing 
states  with  an  output  of  $212,000,  and  the  yield  of  the  four  States 
aggregated  $466,000.  In  1831  Alabama  and  Tennessee  each  made  a  small 
showing,  and  in  1834  the  southern  Appalachian  region  made  its  best 
output,  approximately  $900,000.  In  the  following  year  the  act  providing  for 
the  three  new  branch  mints  was  passed. 

In  November  1835,  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
notified  by  Samuel  McComb  (who  had  been  appointed  to  select  a  site  for 
the  Charlotte  branch),  that  he  had  purchased  from  William  Carson  and  F.L. 
Smith  a  full  square  containing  near  four  acres  of  land  for  $  1 ,500.  Proposals 
for  the  erection  of  the  building  were  advertised  for  in  the  Charlotte Journal, 
Washington  Globe,  Richmond  Inquirer,  and  the  North  Carolina  Standard,  The 
contract  was  awarded  to  Perry  &  Ligon,  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  on  October  15, 
1835,  at  $29,800,  to  be  completed  January  1,  1837.  The  cost  of  the 


machinery,  to  be  furnished  by  the  director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  was 
estimated  at  $15,000.  Coleman,  Sellers  &  Sons,  Philadelphia,  furnished 

the  steam  engine,  shaft,  etc.,  for  $8,297, 
while  Merrick,  Agnew  &  Tyler  furnished 
coining  presses,  draw  benches,  etc.,  for 
$6,690.  This  equipment  was  shipped  to 
Charlotte  in  April,  1837.  Considerable  dif¬ 
ficulty  occurred  in  transporting  the  heavy 
machinery  to  Charlotte,  and  the  steam 
engine  was  not  set  up  until  August.  John  H. 
Wheeler  of  North  Carolina  was  appointed 
as  the  first  superintendent.  J.H.  Gibbon 
and  John  R.  Bolton,  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
appointed  assayer  and  coiner,  respectively. 
In  December  1837,  the  secretary'  of  the 
T  reasury  was  advised  that  the  deposits  of  gold  had  amounted  to  $  1 30,600, 
and  the  coinage  to  $84,165.  The  dies  for  this  coinage  were  made  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  and  in  transmitting  them  the  director  of  the  Mint 
urged  Col.  Wheeler,  the  superintendent,  to  hasten  the  coinage,  and 
mentioned  that  although  the  dies  are  dated  1838,  there  was  no  objection 
to  using  them  in  1837.  The  reason  given  for  the  haste  was  that  the 
equipment  might  be  tested,  particularly  the  operation  of  the  coinage 
press  by  steam  power,  which  was  regarded  as  in  some  degree  experimen¬ 
tal.  The  application  of  steam  power  to  coinage  was  first  made  in  this 
country  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1836. 

On  the  night  of  July  27,  1844,  the  Charlotte  Mint  was  nearly  destroyed 
by  fire,  which  occurred  in  the  coining  room  and  nearly  consumed  the  entire 
building.  The  machinery  was  seriously  injured,  but  the  records,  being 
stored  in  the  vault,  were  not  injured.  Mr.  Caldwell,  the  superintendent, 
reported  that  evidently  the  fire  was  the  work  of  a  thief,  as  his  living 
apartments  had  been  entered  and  articles  stolen.  The  present  building  was 
authorized  by  Act  of  March  3,  1845,  and  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$3 1 ,572.97,  and  occupied  in  1 846,  and  used  for  coinage  purposes  until  May 
20,  1861,  when  North  Carolina  entered  the  Confederacy  and  operations 
were  suspended.  The  building  was  used  during  the  Civil  War  as  a  Confed¬ 
erate  hospital.  In  1 867  the  assay  office  at  Charlotte  was  re-established  by  Act 
of  Congress  dated  March  19,  and  was  maintained  as  such  until  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  1913.  The  mint  at  Dahlonega  was  never  reopened  after  the 
Civil  War.  Coinage  operations  resumed  at  New  Orleans  after  the  war,  but 
were  suspended  and  the  coining  machinery  removed  in  1910. 


22  1847  F-15  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  21. 


28  1852  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  27. 


23 


24 


1848  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  and  lustre  of  AU-50,  but  light  ob¬ 
verse  scratch  in  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  23. 


1848-C  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Scarce  Charlotte  Mint  issue;  one  of  64,472  coined. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  24. 


25  1851  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  25. 


26  1851  VG-10  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  26. 

27  1852  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  rim  nick. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  30. 


29  1852  VF-20  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  28. 


30 


1852  VF-20  (PCGS). 

A  heavy  die  crack  joins  the  bottoms  of  the  date  numerals. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  29. 


31  1852-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Some  central  reverse  scratches  are 

noted. 

During  this  era  the  Dahlonega  Mint  utilized  California  gold.  It  could  be 
that  thii  coin  was  minted  from  California  gold,  per  the  following  figures 
from  the  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan: 

Philadelphia  Mint  use  of  California  gold  bullion  for  1852  dated  coinage: 
$49,663,623. 

Charlotte  Mint  use  of  California  gold:  $28,362.  This  represented  the  larg¬ 
est  use  by  Charlotte  of  California  gold  during  any  year.  At  the  time  its  main 
sources  continued  to  be  North  Carolina  (which  in  1852  provided  $337,604 
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worth  of  gold)  and  South  Carolina  ($64,934).  This  also  marks  the  year  in 
which  the  private  coinage  of  the  BechUer  family  (Christopher  Bechtler  and, 
later,  August  Bechder),  which  had  begun  in  1830,  came  to  its  end. 

Dahlonega  Mint  use  of  California  gold:  $324,931.  This  constituted  68%  of 
the  metal  used  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint  this  year. 

New  Orleans  Mint  use  of  California  gold:  $3,777,784. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  31. 

32  1856  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  32. 

33  1856  F-15  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  33. 

34  1856-S  VF-30  (PCGS). 

Breen-6626.  Medium  mintmark. 

Third  year  of  half  eagle  production  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint;  in  this  year, 
105,100  were  coined,  a  generous  figure. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  34. 


all  rarity  of  the  date.  Another  highly  important  half  eagle,  one 
that  will  attract  much  attention. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  9  finer  (AU-58  finest). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  38. 


39  1860-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  39. 

40  1861  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  40. 


35  1857-S  F-12  (PCGS). 

Breen-6632.  Large  mintmark.  Mintage:  87,000. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  35. 


36  1858-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Rarer  even  than  its  rather  small  mintage 

of  18,600  pieces  indicates. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  36. 


Elusive  1859-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

Among  Finest  Known 


37  1859-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Generous  amounts  of  satiny  lustre  and 

rich  rose  toning  present  on  both  sides. 

Called  “Prohibitively  rare  above  VF”  by  Breen.  A  vastly  un¬ 
derrated  date,  even  rarer  than  its  low  mintage  of  13,220  pieces 
suggests.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  not  certified  a  Mint  State  example 
of  this  date,  a  fair  indication  of  the  overall  rarity  of  the  date  in 
high  grades.  For  the  connoisseur  and  specialist  here,  indeed,  is 
a  find. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  6  finer  (AU-58  finest). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  37. 


38  1860-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  present  for  the  assigned 

grade. 

In  1988,  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  noted  that  this  date  was  “Ex¬ 
tremely  rare  EF,  unobtainable  above.”  In  the  11  years  since 
that  information  was  written,  a  very  few  AU  specimens  of  the 
date  have  been  accounted  for,  but  not  enough  to  dim  the  over¬ 


Important  186 1-S  $5  Rarity 


41  186 1-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Honey  gold  surfaces  exhibit  strong  lus¬ 

tre  for  the  grade.  The  grade  quite  conservative  in  our  opinion 
(we  would  have  picked  “AU”).  A  very  pleasing  coin! 

Another  underrated  San  Francisco  Mint  rarity,  this  with  a 
mintage  of  only  18,000  pieces.  Typically  found  in  VF  or  lower, 
with  EF  and  higher  specimens  great  delicacies.  Breen  called 
this  date  “Unknown  in  AU”  in  1988;  a  few  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  awarded  AU  grades  since  then,  but  the  overall 
rarity  of  the  date  in  all  grades  is  still  substantial. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5  finer  (AU-53  finest). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  41. 


Rare  1862-S  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

42  1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rich  rose  toning  on  moderately  lus¬ 

trous  surfaces,  a  coin  which  in  our  opinion  is  a  candidate  for 
the  AU  level.  A  prize  by  any  accounting,  a  first-class  rarity 
among  half  eagles  of  this  era. 

Only  9,500  examples  of  the  date  were  struck..  Generally  en¬ 
countered  in  VF  or  lower,  with  EF  or  finer  specimens  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  of  the  highest  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  9  finer  (AU-50  finest). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  42. 
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Very  Rare  1863-S  Half  Eagle 


Another  1863-S  $5  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

43  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  on  both  sides 

with  some  lustre  remaining.  Sharply  struck. 

Despite  a  moderately  large  mintage  (within  the  context  of 
the  issuing  mint  and  era  of  issue,  of  course)  of  18,000  pieces, 
the  1863-S  half  eagle  is  a  date  to  be  reckoned  with  when  quality 
examples  above  VF  are  sought.  This  rarity  is  seldom  seen  in 
EF,  and  AU  examples  as  offered  here  easily  warrant  Breen’s 
“Prohibitively  rare  above  VF”  description.  For  the  record,  the 
PCGS  Population  Report  figures  speak  volumes  regarding  the 
rarity  of  this  date. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  43. 


44  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Fairly  prooflike  in  the  protected  areas. 

Needless  to  say,  it  is  practically  an  unheard  of  occurrence  in 
numismatics  when  two  high-grade  1863-S  half  eagles  appear 
within  the  same  catalogue. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  44. 
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View  of  the  stage  line  route  into  California  through  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountains  in  1865.  By  this  time,  telegraph  lines  had  been  strung  along  the  way 
(but  when  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  sank  in  July,  the  wires  were  down,  and  no 
communications  reached  the  East  for  several  weeks).  ( Beyond  the  Mississippi) 
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Finest  Known  1865-S  Half  Eagle 

PCGS  MS-64 

Only  Mint  State  Coin  Certified  by  PCGS 


15  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  true  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Brother 

Jonathan  is  a  one  of  a  kind  offering,  this  is  the  only  Mint  State 
1865-S  half  eagle  certified  by  PCGS.  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  few  very  minor  surface 
marks  are  noted,  however,  the  overall  quality  is  described  by 
one  word:  incredible! 

Further,  this  is  the  most  important  $5  gold  coin  recovered  from  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 

Prior  to  the  discovery  of  the  Brother  Jonathan  treasure,  the 
existence  of  such  a  high-quality  example  of  this  issue  was  liter¬ 
ally  unheard  of.  Two  examples  have  been  certified  by  another 
grading  service,  NGC,  as  MS-61.  The  Eliasberg  Collection 
coin,  sold  by  us  in  1982,  graded  just  EF-40  and  was  described 
as  a  major  rarity.  More  recently,  a  number  of  submissions  have 
been  certified  as  AU-50  to  AU-58.  However,  it  is  unknown  how 
many  different  coins  are  represented  by  these  population  fig¬ 
ures.  As  recently  as  1988,  Walter  Breen  stated  this  issue  is  un¬ 
known  above  Extremely  Fine. 

Breen-6662.  Medium  mintmark. 

Examining  auction  records  suggest  that  the  population  data  listed  below 
may  include  a  large  number  of  resubmissions.  Certainly  some  coins  exist 
that  have  never  appeared  in  public  auctions,  however,  we  believe  that  rarer 
coins,  such  as  the  1865-S  half  eagle,  have  a  very  high  correlation  of  surviving 
examples  to  auction  appearances.  Otherwise,  a  small  hoard  of  these  coins  is 
hiding  somewhere.  We  can  assure  you,  however,  that  only  two  1865-S  half 
eagles  have  been  discovered,  to  date,  by  the  folks  of  Deep  Sea  Research.  It  is 


our  opinion  that  only  50  to  75  examples  survive  from  an  original  mintage  of 
27,612  coins. 

In  any  event,  those  that  we  have  located  are  all  in  lower  grades  than  the 
sparkling  gem  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 

Census  of  known  high-grade  specimens  based  on  auction  appearances: 

MS-64  (PCGS)  The  present  example,  recendy  found  as  part  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan  treasure.  FINEST  KNOWN  TO  US. 

MS-60  (NGC)  Heritage  7/1994:7447.  This  may  be  the  same  coin  that  now 
appears  in  the  NGC  Census  as  MS-61  with  two  submissions. 

MS-60  Sharpness  finer.  The  example  offered  in  the  next  lot,  also  from  the 
Brother  Jonathan  treasure. 

AU-58  (NGC)  Bowers  and  Merena  1 1/1996:1322;  Superior  6/1997:1500; 
Heritage  1/1999:8095. 

AU-58  (NGC)  Superior  6/1998:2206. 

AU-55  (NGC)  Stack’s  5/1995:531. 

AU-55  (NGC)  Pacific  Coast  Auction  Galleries  9/1986:737;  Bowers  and 
Merena  5/1998:1355. 

AU-50  (PCGS)  Superior  6/1997:1501. 

AU-50  (NGC)  Heritage  3/1998:6423. 

AU-50  Bowers  and  Merena  11/1992:1526;  Bowers  and  Merena  3/ 
1993:1393;  Bowers  and  Merena  9/1993:1604. 

AU-50  Stack’s  9/1995:429. 

AU-50  Stack’s  3/1990:991;  Rarcoa  8/1991:1009. 

Population  data: 

PCGS  MS-64  (1);  AU-58  (9);  AU-55  (7);  AU-53  (2);  AU-50  (3);  EF-45  (7);  EF- 
40  (6);  VG-VF  (13). 

NGC  MS-61  (2);  AU-58  (11);  AU-55  (10);  AU-53  (2);  AU-50  (1);  EE-45  (9); 
EF-40  (6);  VG-VF  (8). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  45. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  DIRECTORY, 


CALIFORNIA 

HEASH 


H 

coBocr»A3sry. 


Organized  March  1st,  1854 . Capital  Stock,  $2,500,000. 


The  following  are  the  Officers  for  the  Years  1864-’65 : 

President,  JAS.  WHITNEY,  Jr.;  Vice-President,  R.  M.  JESSUP;  Secretary,  S.  0.  PUT¬ 
NAM;  Trustees,  SAMUEL  J.  HENSLEY,  JAS.  WHITNEY,  Jr.,  ALFRED  REDINGTON, 
WILLIAM  NORRIS,  RICHARD  M.  JESSUP,  B.  M.  IIARTSHORNE,  JOHN  BENSLEY, 
C.  L.  LOW,  and  N.  C.  PADDOCK;  Agents,  Sacramento,  ALFRED  REDINGTON  and  WIL¬ 
LIAM  H.  TAYLOR;  Marysville,  G.  P.  JESSUP;  Red  Bluff,  J.  B.  ANDRUS;  Stoekton, 
ARTHUR  CORNWALL. 


DEPARTURE  FROM  BROADWAY  WHARF 

CARRYING  THE  UNITED  STATES  HAILS. 

Steamer  YOSEMITE-... . Capt.  E.  A.  POOLE 

Steamer  CHRYSOPOLIS . Capt.  E.  C.  M  CHADWICK 

Steamer  ANTELOPE . Capt.  A.  FOSTER 

Steamer  HELEN  HENSLEY . : . . Capt.  V.  CUSHING 

Steamer  CORNELIA . : . Capt.  E.  CONKLIN 

Steamer  JULIA  . . . .  -  Capt. - 

ONE  OF  THE  ABOVE  STEAMERS  WILL 

Leave  every  Day,  at  Four  o’clock,  P.  M. 

(SUNDAYS  EXCEPTED,;  FOR 

hk#  iwtfuttKfj 

Connecting  with  the  light  draught  Steamers  for 

MARYSVILLE,  COLUSA  AND  RED  BLUFF. 

- - - 4  » - 

05=  For  further  particulars,  apply  at  the  OFFICE  OF  THE  COMPANY, 

North-east  Corner  of  Jackson  and  Front  Streets, 

JAMES  WHITNEY ,  Jr.,  President. 

The  California  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  owner  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan ,  also 
had  an  active  trade  with  ships  in  San  Francisco  Bay  and  on  inland  rivers, 
including  up  to  Sacramento  and  Stockton  as  advertised  here.  (Langley’s  San 
Francisco  Directory,  1864-5,  the  latest  edition  by  July  28,  1865) 
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Important  Mint  State  1865-S  Half  Eagle 

A  Second  Opportunity 
Among  Finest  Known 


46  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  and  lustre  of  MS-63  or  finer, 

but  with  a  well-hidden  vertical  obverse  scratch  in  Liberty’s 
hair,  and  a  second  smaller  gouge  near  the  date.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  lovely  rose  iridescence  on  both 
sides.  Although  this  coin  is  not  a  match  for  the  preceding  lot, 
on  its  own  it  is  one  of  the  finest  in  existence.  The  listing  of  auction 
appearances  given  above  tells  the  story.  Further,  among  the 
great  specialized  gold  coin  collections  ever  brought  to  market, 
only  a  few  have  ever  had  an  equivalent  quality  coin. 

Breen-6662. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  46. 


tilO  Gold  Eagles  from  the  S.S.  brother  Jonathan 


$  10  gold  eagles  offered  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  consist 
>f  only  three  examples,  but  what  an  interesting  trio  they 
epresent!  While  the  earliest  dated  coin,  an  1847  from  the 
'hiladelphia  Mint,  was  probably  “passenger  gold,”  and  the 
carce  1861-S  may  have  been  as  well,  the  breathtaking,  incred- 
ble  1865-S  rarity  was  no  doubt  “Mint  fresh.” 

The  1865-S  at  once  is  rare  in  its  choice,  lustrous  Mint  State 
;rade,  but,  equally  important,  it  is  of  one  of  the  most  curious 
arieties  in  the  entire  American  gold  series.  When  the  die  was 
>eing  prepared,  the  date  was  first  punched  upside  down!  The 
dunder  was  recognized,  and  a  second  date  was  punched  over 
t,  in  the  correct  position.  Today,  both  dates  can  be  seen  on 
he  coin! 


47  1847  F-15  (PCGS). 

Breen-6879.  Extra-heavy  7  in  date. 

Christian  Gobrecht’s  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  design  introduced  in  1838 
and  continued  until  1907. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  47. 


48  1861-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Generous  lustre  remains  for  the  grade 

assigned.  One  of  the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled.  A  find  for  the  gold  connoisseur  and  specialist. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  48. 
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Finest  Known  1865-S  Eagle 

1865  over  Inverted  Date 
PCGS  MS-64 

Fully  Prooflike 


49  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  amazing  coin,  fully  prooflike, 

and  truly  a  landmark  opportunity.  A  few  very  light  surface 
marks  are  all  that  keep  this  out  of  the  gem  or  near  perfec¬ 
tion  category. 

Quite  possibly  the  single  most  important  coin  recovered 
from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 

This  is  the  only  example  of  either  1865-S  eagle  variety  known 
in  Mint  State  preservation.  In  fact,  the  second  finest  certified 
example  of  either  variety  by  PCGS  grades  just  AU-53  with  an¬ 
other  graded  AU-50.  Similarly,  NGC  has  graded  one  AU-58, 
one  AU-55,  and  two  AU-53.  The  comments  we  made  regarding 
the  1865-S  half  eagle,  offered  a  few  lots  earlier,  apply  equally  to 
this  coin  as  well.  Such  a  high-quality  coin  was  unheard  of  prior 
to  the  Brother  Jonathan  treasure  discovery. 

This  variety  was  created  when  the  engraving  department  of  the  Mint  pre¬ 
pared  the  dies.  A  three  digit  punch  was  used  to  enter  the  digits  186  in  each 
die  with  the  final  digit  entered  separately  just  prior  to  the  die  being  an¬ 
nealed  for  use.  In  this  die,  the  workman,  possibly  James  Barton  Longacre 
himself,  first  entered  the  three  digit  punch  upside  down.  This  error  was 
then  corrected,  and  one  of  the  most  spectacular  engraving  blunders  was  cre¬ 
ated.  Similar  blunders  are  known,  perhaps  the  most  popular  being  the  1844 
over  81  and  1851  over  81  dated  large  cents,  and  the  1858  over  inverted  date 
half  dime.  A  related  blunder  has  also  occurred  when  the  three  digit  logotype 


was  punched  properly,  but  the  final  digit  was  punched  in  the  wrong  orienta¬ 
tion,  such  as  the  1846  over  horizontal  6  half  dollar. 

This  variety  was  discovered  by  Walter  Breen  and  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  in 
spring  1960,  while  reviewing  an  auction  consignment  from  a  friend  of  Mrs. 
Emery  May  Holden  Norweb.  The  variety  was  first  published  in  December 
1960  in  New  Netherlands'  catalogue  of  that  date.  This  unusual  issue  was 
soon  recognized  as  a  major  rarity  among  coins  of  this  denomination.  Of 
course,  both  varieties  remain  quite  rare  today,  however,  the  blundered  date 
variety  now  appears  to  be  slightly  less  rare.  As  with  any  discovery,  the  first 
few  examples  found  are  touted  as  extreme  rarities.  After  time,  more  ex¬ 
amples  are  discovered  and  the  variety  is  given  more  publicity,  thereby  af¬ 
fording  more  and  more  collectors  the  opportunity  to  examine  coins  and 
find  further  examples.  Once  inclusion  in  the  Guide  Book  occurs,  the  variety 
eventually  becomes  well  enough  known  that  appropriate  rarity  levels  are  es¬ 
tablished.  This  variety  was  first  listed  in  the  15th  (1962)  edition  of  the  Guide 
Book  published  in  the  summer  of  1961.  In  this  instance,  the  blundered  date 
variety  appears  to  be  somewhat  more  common  than  the  normal  date  variety. 
According  to  Walter  Breen,  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  three  obverse  dies 
were  shipped  November  1864  from  Philadelphia.  Is  it  possible  that  two  of 
these  three  were  blundered  dates?  Such  a  scenario  would  suggest  that  the 
blundered  date  variety  is  twice  as  common  as  the  normal  date  variety.  Care¬ 
ful  study  of  surviving  coins  might  allow  such  a  determination.  We  can  now 
be  certain,  however,  that  this  variety  was  produced  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  definitely  (and  obviously!)  before  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  sailed  its  fi¬ 
nal  voyage  on  July  28,  1865. 
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Just  16,700  eagles  were  struck  in  San  Francisco  duiing  1865.  If  all  three 
obverse  dies  were  used,  the  average  is  just  under  5,600  coins  per  die.  The 
most  likely  scenario  is  that  one  normal  date  die  was  used  for  limited  produc¬ 
tion,  and  one  blundered  date  die  was  used,  in  addition,  to  strike  a  larger 
number  of  coins.  Careful  study  of  obverse  die  varieties  still  must  take  place. 
Auction  records  will  help  determine  the  estimated  population  of  each  vari¬ 
ety,  however,  earlier  records  are  not  of  much  use  as  many  did  not  include 
illustrations,  and  varieties  were  not  always  checked  with  the  same  care  as 
today. 

In  the  aforementioned  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  55th  sale,  fea¬ 
turing  “Collection  Cicero,"  we  find  the  following  description  at  Lot  1108. 
This  lot  realized  $560,  a  significant  price  at  the  time. 

“1865  ‘S’  over  981.  Date  first  begun  rotated  180°  from  its  normal 
position,  then  corrected.  Same  principle  as  1844/81  and  1851/81  cents. 
Extraordinary,  glaring  blunder;  one  wonders  alike  how  this  could  have 
escaped  Mint  inspectors  and  alert  collectors  during  the  last  90-odd 
years.  Strictly  Very  Fine.  Discovered  by  R.J.  Salisbury.  The  only  one  yet 
reported.  Estimates  of  value  would  be  idle  guess  work. 

“Mintage  16,700.  Other  coins  seen  have  perfect  date,  large  mintmark 
over  space  between  N  D;  this  has  large  mintmark  partly  over  N.” 


Census  of  known  high-grade  specimens  based  on  auction  appearances: 

MS-64  (PCCS)  The  present  example,  found  as  part  of  the  Brother  Jonathan 
treasure.  Quite  possibly  the  single  most  important  coin  from  the  recovered 
treasure. 

AU-53  (NGC)  Heritage  2/1995:5910. 

AU-50  Stack’s  12/1971:853;  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Research  Foundation. 

EF-45  Quality  Sales  ll/1970:1846a;  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Research  Founda¬ 
tion. 

EF-45  with  brushed  surfaces.  Heritage  7/1997:5468. 

EF45  with  wipe  marks.  Pacific  Coast  6/1988:651;  Bowers  and  Merena  5/ 
1998:1412. 

EF-40  (PCGS)  Kagin's  11/1973:1695;  Kagin’s  11/1974:1706;  Kagin's  1/ 
1979:1313  as  “the  discovery  piece;’’  Heritage  10/1995:6334  as  “Ex  Melish 
(Kosoff,  4/56).” 

EF-40  Paramount  11/1970:1637;  Pine  Tree  9/1974:2069;  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  10/1977:1811. 

Population  data: 

PCGS  MS-64  (1);  AU-53  (1);  EF-45  (4);  EF-40  (3);  VG-VF  (18) 

NGC  AU-53  (2);  EF-45  (4);  EF-40  (1);  VG-VF  (6). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  49. 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles  from  the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan 


$20  gold  double  eagles  offered  from  the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan 
vill  be  forever  remembered  in  the  annals  of  numismatic 
listory,  representing  the  first  time  that  a  significant  number  of 
mdersea  United  States  treasure  coins  have  been  brought  to 
narket  and,  equally  important,  it  makes  available  coins  that 
litherto  were  great,  indeed  awesome  rarities! 

The  earliest  double  eagle  bears  the  date  1850,  this  being  the 
/ear  that  this  large  denomination  was  first  made  for  circula- 
ion.  Earlier,  the  largest  American  gold  coin,  the  $10  eagle, 
eigned  supreme,  as  it  had  since  the  first  year  that  United  States 
rold  coins  were  struck,  1795.  By  1850,  large  quantities  of  gold 
vere  arriving  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from  San  Francisco 
there  being  no  mint  in  San  Francisco  during  the  era).  To 
acilitate  the  conversion  of  bullion  into  coins,  a  new  denomina- 
ion  twice  the  size  of  the  eagle— logically,  the  double  eagle— -was 
nade.  From  1850  until  the  last  year  that  gold  coins  were  struck 
n  America  for  circulation,  1933,  the  $20  remained  the  largest 
Jnited  States  gold  denomination  in  the  channels  of  com- 
nerce. 

In  the  Gold  Rush  days  of  the  West  Coast,  years  that  coincided 
vith  the  activity  of  the  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan  in  the  Pacific,  the 
520  double  eagle  was  the  coin  of  choice  for  large  transactions, 
or  shipment  to  distant  destinations,  and  for  keeping  as  a 
/aluable  reserve.  Such  coins  were  easy  to  store  and  to  count, 
rhus,  when  gold  coins  were  taken  aboard  the  Brother Jonathan 
njuly  1 865,  it  was  far  easier  for  a  given  $  1 ,000  face  value  in  gold 
o  be  in  the  form  of  40  $20  gold  coins  than  80  $10  coins,  160 
&5  coins,  or  even  larger  numbers  of  smaller  denominations. 

Double  eagles  from  the  Brother  Jonathan  include  1 1  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  coins,  beginning  with  the  aforementioned  1 850  and 
:ontinuing  intermittently  until  1865.  None  of  these  is  a  rarity. 
Probably,  these  are  coins  that  were  brought  from  the  East  to  the 
Golden  State  by  sea  or  overland  by  wagon,  and  remained  in 
:ommercial  channels  for  years  afterward. 

The  rest  of  the  $20  coins  each  bear  a  small  “S”  mintmark  on 
he  reverse  and  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  which 


opened  its  doors  for  business  in  1854.  Although  there  is  a 
lustrous  Mint  State  1856-S  in  the  group,  the  other  double 
eagles,  dated  before  1863  all  show  signs  of  wear,  sometimes 
light,  other  times  extensive. 

Then  comes  the  great  treasure! 

The  glory  part  of  the  golden  treasure  consists  of  $20  double 
eagles  of  1863-S,  1864-S,and  1865-S,  among  which  are  brilliant, 
lustrous  choice  and  gem  specimens  of  incredible  beauty  and, 
hitherto,  of  awesome  rarity.  In  Mint  State  grade,  each  has  been 
a  rarity  until  now.  As  noted  in  the  general  introduction  of  the 
catalogue,  even  the  Eliasberg  Collection— the  only  complete  set 
of  dates  and  mintmarks  of  gold  coins  ever  formed— contained 
well-worn  coins.  Stated  simply,  choice  and  gem  examples  were 
not  available  for  any  price. 

Once  the  present  coins  are  dispersed,  no  doubt  they  will  be 
widely  distributed  to  all  parts  of  the  nation,  indeed  to  the 
world.  In  time,  such  coins  will  again  become  elusive,  and  the 
finding  of  a  choice  or  gem  example  will  be  possible  only  when 
an  owner  cares  to  part  with  a  treasured  specimen. 

In  the  meantime,  the  coins  are  here,  now,  and  are  available 
for  bidding  competition.  How  fortunate  we  all  are! 

50  1850  VF-35  (PCGS).  This  is  the  first  year  double  eagles  were 
issued  for  circulation.  The  fact  that  this  piece  still  has  traces  of 
mint  lustre  is  simply  amazing.  Not  rare  by  any  means,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  most  historically  interesting  “numismatic  sou¬ 
venirs”  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 

Breen-7141.  Open  5,  Normal  A. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  50. 

51  1852  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  51. 

52  1852  VF-30  (PCGS). 

Breen-7151.  Heavy  numerals,  Broken  A. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  52. 
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The  Era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

Gold  Rush  Portfolio 


Fort  Point,  located  at  the  Golden  Gate,  the  entrance  to  San 
Francisco  Bay,  stood  sentinel  as  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  came 
in  and  out  of  the  bay  on  dozens  of  trips.  An  1861  newspaper 
account  included  this  description  of  a  test  run  made  by  the  ship 
after  it  had  been  refurbished: 

“Chief  Engineer  [Elijah]  Mott  was  satisfied,  after  being  out 
half  an  hour,  that  the  steaming  arrangements  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan  were  all  he  could  wish.  Passing  Fort  Point,  we  stood 
over  to  the  North  Heads,  crossed  over  Four  Fathom  Bank,  and 
then  headed  for  the  Farallones.  The  day  was  magnificent,  the 
warm  sun  brightly  shining,  a  light  air  going,  and  the  sea  almost 
as  smooth  as  a  mild  pond.  As  the  trip  was  planned  to  make  a 
voyage  to  sea,  and  as  the  ‘Bar’  might  have  been  rough  at  this  time 
of  year,  no  ladies  were  invited,  as  seasickness  was  not  an 
impossibility  to  the  fair  sex  with  a  rough  sea.” 

On  the  last  day  of  the  life  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  July  30, 
1865,  Elijah  Mott  (pictured  at  right)  was  on  duty  aboard. 
(Hutchings’  California  Magazine) 


54 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


53  1853/2  EF-45  (PCGS).  “Extremely  rare”  per  Breen.  And,  in¬ 
deed,  the  record  shows  that  only  a  few  have  ever  come  to  mar¬ 
ket. 

Breen-7162.  Overdate. 

Walter  Breen  states  (Encyclopedia,  p.  564)  that  he  discovered  this  variety  in 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  1959,  and  that  it  was  later  publicized  by  Ted  Clark 
on  the  front  page  of  Coin  World,  January  7,  1981.  Subsequently  it  was  listed 
in  the  most  popular  of  all  coin  value  references,  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  53. 

54  1855-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Breen-7178.  Medium  mintmark.  Normal  A. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  54. 

55  1855-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Breen-7179.  Medium  mintmark.  Broken  A. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  55. 

56  1855-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Breen-7179. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  56. 

Elusive  Mint  State  1856-S  $20 


57  1856-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike  and  very  attractive.  To  date,  very  few  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous  Mint  State  1856-S  $20  pieces  have  come  on  the 
market.  Most  seen  have  been  “seawater  Uncirculated,”  or 
etched,  a  situation  which,  fortunately,  does  not  apply  to  the 
Brother  Jonathan  coins. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2  finer  (both  MS-63). 

Breen-7183.  Broken  A. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  5  7. 

58  1856-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7183. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  58. 

59  1856-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7183. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  59. 

60  1857  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  60. 


Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1855 

In  1855  the  production  of  denomina¬ 
tions  struck  was  expanded  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  and  the  silver  denomina¬ 
tions  of  25C  and  50C  and  the  gold  $3  were 
produced  for  the  first  time,  these  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  gold  $1,  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20,  each  of  which  had  made  its  debut  in 
1854.  However,  as  noted  below,  the  $1 
and  $2.50  did  not  reappear  in  the  1855 
listing.  The  quarters  and  half  dollars  rep¬ 
resented  the  lower  values  generally  popu¬ 
lar  in  circulation  in  the  West  at  the  time,  as  few  transactions  took  place  for 
less  than  25 C.  It  is  probably  the  case  that  the  majority  of  half  dollars  of  the 
period  under  study  were  shipped  to  China  and  melted,  this  being 
especially  true  of  the  dates  1855-1859.  The  Chinese  had  an  insatiable 
appetite  for  silver. 

Among  gold  denominations  the  $  1  and  $2.50  denominations  were  not 
coined  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  this  year,  probably  because  depositors 
did  not  request  them.  The  Mint  did  not  strike  gold  coins  on  speculation 
for  the  public,  although  some  were  produced  for  use  as  “change”  for 
depositors.  In  commerce  at  the  time,  most  transactions  amounting  to 
several  dollars  were  consummated  by  the  ever  popular  Mexican  silver 
“dollars.” 

On  June  30,  1855,  Judge  Peter  Lott  became  superintendent  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  succeeding  L.A.  Birdsall  in  the  post.  As  before,  the 
superintendent  received  his  instructions  and  guidance  from  the  director 
of  the'Mint  in  Philadelphia, James  Ross  Snowden.  Lott  held  the  office  until 
June  29,  1857.  Mint  superintendents  at  that  time  (and  also  today)  were 
political  appointees,  and  while  some  had  experience  in  manufacturing, 
metallurgy,  or  coinage,  most  did  not. 

Joining  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1855  in  the  highly  important  post  of 
assayer  was  Conrad  Wiegand,  an  eccentric  individual  who  later  worked  in 
the  silver  business  in  Virginia  City,  Nevada,  where  Mark  Twain,  then  on 
the  staff  of  the  Territorial  Enterprise,  came  into  contact  with  him.  In 
Roughing  It,  1872,  Twain  gave  a  humorous  description  of  the  self-impor¬ 
tant,  indeed  preposterous  Wiegand.  It  seems  that  his  fellow  employees  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  considered  Wiegand  either  incompetent  or  crazy, 
or  both. 

In  1855,  J.  Ross  Browne,  a  representative  of  the  Treasury  Department 
as  well  as  a  writer  and,  later,  a  federal  Indian  agent,  visited  the  Mint  to  make 
observations  and  investigations  concerning  the  processes,  security  proce¬ 
dures,  and  related  activities.  Among  other  things,  he  learned  that  Super¬ 
intendent  L.A.  Birdsall  had  a  financial  interest  at  one  time  in  a  private  firm 
that  supplied  parting  acids  to  the  Mint,  the  purchase  of  such  acids  being 
one  of  the  highest  outside  expenses.  However,  by  the  time  that  Browne 
discovered  the  connection,  it  had  apparently  ended.  Certain  Mint  employ¬ 
ees  and  officials  were  constantly  involved  in  private  business  activities, 
some  of  which  seemed  to  conflict  with  their  official  duties. 

Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1856 

In  1856  the  silver  dime  was  added  to  denominations  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint.  There  had  been  relatively  little  call  for  such  a  coin,  as  most 
business  was  transacted  in  sums  of  25£  or  more.  As  demand  would  dictate, 
later  mintages  of  dimes  were  relatively  small.  The  San  Francisco  Mint 
seemed  to  hit  its  stride  with  gold  issues,  and  production  figures  were 
generous. 

Working  conditions  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  were  cramped  and 
poorly  ventilated,  and  many  complaints  arose.  In  September  1856  the 
facility  underwent  repairs,  during  which  time  coinage  was  suspended.  For 
a  time,  treasure  shipped  to  the  East  consisted  primarily  of  gold  bars  made 
by  private  assayers  and  refiners,  as  double  eagles  were  not  available. 
However,  prior  to  September  many  $20  coins  were  struck. 
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A  Visit  to  the  New  York  City  Sub-Treasury  in  1859 

Harper's  Weekly,  February  26,  1859,  included  an 
article,  “The  United  States  Sub-Treasury  at  New 
York.”  The  text  noted  that  the  facility  received  gold 
coins  and  ingots.  The  former  were  received  from 
bullion  and  specie  dealers  as  well  as  banks.  Many 
“S"  Mint  double  eagles  sent  from  San  Francisco  to 
the  East  Coast  were  stored  there.  The  commentary 
included  the  following  (excerpts): 

"It  is  not  generally  known— but  it  is  nevertheless 
strictly  true— that  the  banks  and  specie  brokers  are 
in  the  habit  of  taking  counterfeit  or  imperfect 
coins.  We  all  read  the  other  day  the  story  of  the 
Troy  Bank  president  who  brought  to  this  city,  in  his  trunk,  $20,000  in 
counterfeit  bills  on  his  bank  without  suspecting  their  genuineness  [sic]. 
There  is  just  as  much  error  afloat  with  regard  to  coins;  so  much  science  and 
skill  are  now  devoted  to  the  imitation  of  specie  that... a  man  needs  to  have 
been  born  with  an  eye,  an  ear,  and  a  touch  adapted  for  the  business,  and, 
further,  to  have  improved  these  senses  by  large  practice....  To  distinguish 
the  “ring’  of  silver  from  that  of  gold— to  detect  unlawful  alloy  in  a  piece 
which  really  contains  a  large  proportion  of  gold-to  discover  a  piece  that 
has  been  sweated,  or  filed,  or  bored,  or  disemboweled— needs  no  common 
tact. 

“The  gentlemen  who  do  the  counting  for  the  Sub-Treasury  count  with 
both  hands.  When  a  $5,000  bag  is  emptied  before  them,  they  plunge  both 
hands  simultaneously  into  the  glittering  mass,  and  withdraw  each  with  a 
coin  between  the  thumb  and  the  forefinger.... 

“Specie  is  kept  in  the  Sub-Treasury  in  various  shapes  [Specie  =  minted 
gold  or  silver,  not  bars.  However,  the  writer  of  the  Harper’s  story  seems  to 
include  bullion  in  the  same  definition,  an  error].  Gold  and  silver  coins  are 
kept  in  bags.  But  the  bulk  of  the  bullion  is  in  the  shape  of  “bricks.”  These 
are  solid  pieces  of  metal  in  the  form  of  small  oblong  blocks.  [Bricks  range 
in  value  from  over  $5,000  to  as  low  as  about  $200.]  The  $200  bricks,  which 
one  can  take  between  the  finger  and  thumb  and  stow'  away  as  conveniendy 
as  a  toothpick  in  the  waistcoat  pocket,  ought  to  be  more  generally  used 
than  they  are  by  travelers.  A  couple  of  hundred  dollars  in  coin  is  an 
awkward  sum  to  carry  in  the  purse  or  on  the  person;  in  the  shape  of  a 
Treasury  “brick”  it  can  be  carried  more  conveniently  than  a  watch. 

“In  the  Sub-Treasury  vault.. .a  common  man  is  not  a  little  amazed  to  find 
himself  in  a  room  the  walls  of  which  are,  literally,  solid  gold.  But  there  they 
stand— the  gold  bricks— as  close  as  they  can  pack,  each  of  them  worth  from 
$5,000  to  $1,000.  A  shelf  of  such  bricks  is  a  large  fortune....” 


61  1857-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  61. 

62  1857-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7187.  Medium  mintmark. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  62. 

63  1857-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7189.  Large  S. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  63. 

64  1857-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7187.  Medium  mintmark. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  64. 

65  1857-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Breen-7187.  Medium  mintmark. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  65. 

66  1857-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  obverse  scratch. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  66. 

67  1858-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 
Fairly  scarce  so  fine. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  67. 


68  1858-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  68. 

69  1858-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  69. 

70  1858-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  70. 

71  1858-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  71. 

72  1858-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  72. 

73  1858-S  VF-25  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  73. 

74  1859-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7198.  Medium  mintmark. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  74. 

75  1859-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  75. 

76  1859-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7198. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  76. 

77  1859-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  78. 

78  1859-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7198. 

American  history  notes:  As  the  number  of  $20  pieces  increases,  we  begin 
with  the  year  1859  with  a  listing  of  events  in  American  history,  these  being 
adapted  from  our  own  work.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  two  volumes,  1993.  Use  these  fillers  as  an 
“eye”  break,  or  skip  over  them,  as  you  prefer: 

In  1859,  tensions  concerning  slavery  mounted  rapidly.  The  subject  had 
been  a  focal  point  for  a  long  time,  with  North  vs.  South,  abolition  vs. 
slaveholding.  The  federal  Supreme  Court  upheld  the  hated  (by  Northerners) 
Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850  and  reversed  Wisconsin’s  decision  that  it  was  un¬ 
constitutional.  On  October  16th,  John  Brown  led  a  party  of  over  a  dozen 
whites  and  five  blacks  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  Virginia,  and  took  possession  of  the 
town  and  the  federal  arsenal  there,  the  beginning  of  a  hoped-for  widespread 
insurrection  by  slaves.  President  Buchanan  took  action,  and  two  days  later 
Brown’s  remaining  raiders  were  captured  by  federal  troops  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Robert  E.  Lee.  Brown  was  subsequently  convicted  of  treason. 
He  was  hanged  on  December  2nd.  A  popular  song  stated  that  while  John 
Brown  s  body  lay  “moldering  in  the  grave,  his  truth  goes  marching  on.”  (The 
tune  for  this  later  served  for  The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic.)  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson  called  Brown  a  new  saint”  who  “will  make  the  gallows  glorious  like 
the  Cross.”  In  Richmond,  Virginia  a  newspaper  advertisement  offered  a 
$25,000  bounty  for  the  heads  of  selected  Northerners.  A  local  newspaper  rec¬ 
ommended  that  Southerners  who  entertained  visitors  from  the  North  should 
be  watched  closely.  Meanwhile,  prices  for  healthy  male  slaves  continued  to 
increase,  and  a  good  farm  hand  was  worth  as  much  as  $2,000. 

In  the  newly-discovered  Comstock  Lode  in  Nevada,  prospector  George 
Hearst  paid  $450  for  a  half-interest  in  a  mine  which  proved  to  be  a  bonanza. 
He  then  used  his  new-found  wealth  to  engage  in  newspaper  publishing  and 
other  enterprises.  His  son,  William  Randolph  Hearst,  would  use  the  family 
fortune  to  build  San  Simeon,  a  castle  on  the  California  coast,  and  to  expand 
his  publishing  empire.  Relevant  to  our  present  era  (1999),  earlier  this  year 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  figured  in  the  setting-up  of  the  Treasures  of 
Mandalay  Bay  exhibit  at  the  new  Mandalay  Bay  resort  and  hotel  in  Las  Vegas. 
A  large  exhibit  is  devoted  to  Nevada,  centered  upon  the  Comstock  Lode. 

Meanwhile  (back  to  1859),  in  the  Colorado  district  of  Kansas  Territory,  an 
estimated  10,000  gold-seekers  arrived  in  the  Denver  area  to  stake  their 
claims  to  fortune.  Horace  Greeley,  editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  visited 
Denver  and  learned  that  the  town’s  only  hotel  was  a  tent.  As  always,  gold 
proved  elusive  to  many,  but  new  arrivals  soon  found  occupation  in  other 
trades  and  laid  the  foundation  for  permanent  setdements. 

Oregon  was  admitted  to  the  Union  and  in  the  decade,  extending  in  later 
years  into  the  early  20th  century,  would  have  its  own  significant  gold  discov¬ 
eries  (near  Sumpter,  Baker  City,  etc.). 
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Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1857 

The  IOC  denomination,  introduced  in  1856,  did  not  make  an  encore  this 
year,  indicative  of  the  public’s  indifference  to  denominations  below  25C. 
However,  coinage  of  dimes  would  continue  in  later  times.  At  the  time  it  was 
mainly  a  “gold  economy”  in  San  Francisco  and  on  the  West  Coast. 

Production  of  gold  denominations  was  strong,  with  special  focus  on  the 
popular  $20  double  eagle,  always  in  demand  for  large  shipments  and 
export.  No  silver  or  gold  bars  are  listed  in  the  Mint  Report  for  this  year. 
However,  there  was  a  continuing  demand  for  bars  for  shipment  to  distant 
ports,  and  several  private  assayers  filled  the  need.  So  long  as  a  private 
California  refiner  was  of  good  reputation  and  could  be  relied  upon,  bars 
of  that  firm  were  often  preferable  to  a  larger  quantity  of  coins,  as  large  bars 
could  be  more  easily  inventoried.  As  either  coins  or  bars  would  be  melted 
abroad,  coins  held  no  special  cachet.  However,  coins,  especially  the  large 
$20  denomination,  were  essential  for  trade  in  the  American  West,  includ¬ 
ing  among  banks,  express  companies,  and  mercantile  agents  requiring 
large  sums  of  money. 

On  June  30,  1857,  Charles  H.  Hempstead  was  named  to  the  post  of 
superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  He  continued  in  the  position 
until  June  29,  1861. 

Historian  Hubert  Howe  Bancroft  described  incidents  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  in  1857: 

“The  San  Francisco  branch  mint  in  1857  was  robbed  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  by  the  coiner’s  head  cutter,  William  Bein,  a  Belgian.  Bein 
was  arrested  on  the  19th  of  August,  confessed  to  the  crime,  and  gave  up  to 
the  United  States  most  of  the  proceeds  of  his  crime.  The  gold  taken  was  in 
blanks  and  clippings,  and  the  circumstance  which  aroused  suspicion  was 
the  deposit  by  a  banking  house,  of  certain  small,  rough  gold  bars  of 
standard  mint  value.  Bein  was  promptly  convicted. 

“Others  implicated  in  Mint  swindles  were  arrested  shordy  thereafter. 
Isador  and  Henry  [Hermann]  Blum,  Montgomery  Street  clothing  mer¬ 
chants,  were  brought  up  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy  against  Janos  (or  John) 
A.  Szabo,  in  attempting  to  extort  money  from  him,  believing  him  to  be  a 
Mint  defaulter  and  in  their  power. 

“Augustin  Haraszthy,  melter  and  refiner  of  the  San  Francisco  Branch 
Mint,  on  the  1 9th  of  September  was  indicted  by  the  United  States  grandjury 
upon  a  charge  of  embezzling  gold  to  the  amount  of  $151,550.  He  was 
arrested  and  released  on  $20,000  bail....” 

Col.  Agoston  (anglicized  to  Augustin)  Haraszthy  was  one  of  the  more 
interesting  characters  to  cross  the  portals  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Born 
in  Futtak  in  southern  Hungary  in  1812,  he  served  in  the  Royal  Guard  under 
Austrian  Emperor  Ferdinand.  In  1840  he  came  to  America,  setding  in  what 
later  became  Wisconsin,  where  he  cofounded  Town  Haraszthy,  later  known 
as  Sauk  City.  After  staying  in  America  for  two  years  he  returned  home  to 
bring  back  his  family.  In  1849  Haraszthy,  his  family,  and  several  friends  went 
to  ciifornia  via  the  Santa  Fe  Trail.  He  entered  politics,  was  elected  a  sheriff, 
and  in  1852  was  elected  a  state  assemblyman.  Early  in  that  year  he  acquired 
land  in  northern  California  for  the  growing  of  grapes  and,  later,  developed 
addidonal  acreage  at  Crystal  Springs. 

The  multi-talented  Haraszthy  had  joined  the  staff  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  as  assayer  at  its  beginning  in  1854.  By  1856  Haraszthy  also  had  a 
private  assaying  firm,  Haraszthy,  Uznay  &  Co.,  trading  as  the  Eureka  Gold 
and  Silver  Refinery.  (The  firm  consisted  of  a  partnership  with  Captain 
Charles  Uznay,  another  Hungarian.  The  latter  was  associated  at  one  time 
with  principals  of  Wass,  Molitor  Sc  Co.  The  State  Register  and  Year  Book  of 
Facts  for  the  Year  1857,  compiled  in  1856,  contains  a  full-page  advertisement 


for  Haraszthy,  Uznay  8c  Co.  The  text  noted 
that  the  firm  would  “return  deposits  in 
bars  within  24  hours  and  receive  deposits 
by  the  Express  Offices. ...  Bars  of  their  manu¬ 
facture  can  be  disposed  of  without  any 
difficulty  or  inconvenience  to  shippers.”) 

After  he  was  discharged  on  April  23, 1 857, 
he  retired  on  May  29  from  the  Eureka 
Refinery,  which  remained  in  business  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  his  former  associates 
using  the  new  trade  style  ofjusth,  Hunter  & 

Uznay  (a  lithograph  by  Britton  &  Rey  shows  the  firm’s  headquarters  as  a 
pretentious  building  with  columns  on  the  front,  occupying  what  seems  to  be 
a  large  portion  of  the  block  at  the  corner  of  Brannan  and  Harris  streets). 

The  1857  indictment  became  a  cause  celebre,  and  after  four  years  of  wrangling 
in  court,  in  ajury  deliberation  on  March  2, 1861,  that  lasted  all  of  10  minutes, 
the  accusation  was  found  to  have  no  merit.  It  was  generally  believed  that 
shortfalls  earlier  attributed  to  Haraszthy  were,  in  fact,  caused  by  gold  particles 
going  up  the  Mint  chimney  during  the  refining  process  and  by  inaccuracies  in 
calculations  by  the  Mint  assayers  including  the  eccentric,  perhaps  crazy  Conrad 
Wiegand.  Large  quantities  of  gold  residue  were  found  in  the  Mint  flues  and  on 
neighboring  rooftops,  lending  credence  to  the  defense. 

After  his  stint  in  San  Francisco  as  an  assayer  in  the  mid-1 850s,  Haraszthy’s 
interest  in  viticulture  increased,  and  by  1 863  he  supervised  6,000  acres.  The 
State  of  California  commissioned  him  to  go  to  Europe  to  study  the  growing 
of  grapes  and  production  of  wine,  an  effort  for  which  he  was  never 
reimbursed.  His  efforts  in  promoting  two  grapes,  the  Muscat  of  Alexandria 
and  the  Zinfandel,  led  to  his  reputation  as  “the  father  of  California  wine.” 
After  the  Civil  War  he  had  several  financial  reverses.  He  owned  property 
in  Central  America,  and  it  was  said  that  his  death  on  July  6,  1869,  occurred 
in  that  region  when  he  fell  into  a  stream  infested  with  crocodiles. 

Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1858 

In  1858  it  was  business  as  usual  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Silver  coinage 
included  resumed  production  of  the  dime  plus  the  now-regular  output  of 
quarters  and  half  dollars. 

Among  gold  coins,  no  quarter  eagles  or  half  eagles  were  struck,  although 
1 0  obverse  dies  were  shipped  to  the  Mint  in  anticipation  of  a  liberal  mintage 
of  the  former.  As  usual,  emphasis  was  far  and  away  on  the  popular  double 
eagles. 

Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1859 

With  the  addition  of  the  silver  dollar  denomination  this  year,  the  list  of 
values  coined  at  San  Francisco  included  four  silver  denominations  and  five 
gold,  an  all-time  high  for  the  facility  up  to  that  point. 

Highest  production  quantities  were  registered  by  the  silver  half  dollar 
and  the  gold  double  eagle. 

Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1860 

At  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1860  silver  and  gold  denominations  were 
struck  from  the  dime  to  the  double  eagle. 

Although  silver  dollars  had  been  struck  for  the  first  time  in  1859,  no 
more  dollar  coinage  was  forthcoming  during  this  era.  This  was  also  the  last 
year  within  the  present  study  (1854-1865)  for  which  $1  and  $3  gold  coins 
were  made.  These  denominations  seem  to  have  been  less  popular  in  recent 
years,  and  few  depositors  of  metal  had  requested  them. 


In  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  Edwin  Laurentine  Drake  struck  oil  at  a  depth 
of  70  feet,  and  soon  his  well  was  yielding  at  the  rate  of  2,000  barrels  per 
year.  An  “oil  rush”  ensued,  the  district  soon  teeming  with  drillers  and  pros¬ 
pectors.  In  the  next  decade,  J.M.  Clapp,  who  would  later  become  a  numis¬ 
matist,  made  his  fortune  in  the  area,  at  a  little  settlement  named  President 
in  Venango  County.  The  general  area  would  continue  to  be  a  source  of  oil 
and  natural  gas  up  to  the  present  era.  Clearly,  1859  was  a  very  good  yeai  for 
wealth  through  natural  resources. 

In  New  York  City,  Bangs  &  Co.  held  an  auction  of  coins  consigned  byJ.K. 
Curtis,  a  local  coin  dealer,  who  was  prominent  in  his  time,  but  later  forgot¬ 


ten,  as  he  was  not  active  during  the  glory  years  of  the  hobby,  especially  after 
the  inception  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  in  May  1866.  In  the 
same  metropolis,  Augustus  B.  Sage  conducted  several  sales,  this  being  the 
year  after  the  American  Numismatic  Society  was  founded  in  his  home. 

The  “grand  event”  of  the  year,  hobby-wise,  was  the  publication  of  Dr. 
Montroville  W.  Dickeson’s  magnificent  book,  An  American  Numismatical 
Manual  This  went  through  later  editions  as  well,  with  a  title  word  changed 
from  Numismatical  to  Numismatic.  Incidentally,  the  art  of  coin  collecting  was 
often  called  numismatology  in  the  19th  century'. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  79. 
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viii  SAN  FRANCISCO  DIRECTORY. 

WELLS,  FARGO  &  CO. 

EXPRESS  &  BANKING  COMPANY 

- — — <  • — ► - — — — - - - 

CAPITAL. - @>2,000,000. 


TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  CALIFORNIA, 

NEVADA  AND  UTAH  TERRITORIES; 
WEEKLY, 

To  Crescent  City,  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho  Territories, 

AND  THE  SOUTHERN  COAST  OF  CALIFORNIA; 

Cape  St.  Lucas,  Mazatlan,  Guaymas,  La  Paz  &  other  Mexican  Ports. 

TRI-MONTHLY, 


IN  CHARGE  OF  SPECIAL  MESSENGERS, 


BY  THE  PANAMA  STEAMERS, 

Connecting  in  NEW  YORK  with  the 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY . WEST  and  CANADA  WEST 

UNITED  STATES  EXPRESS  COMPANY . SOUTH  and  WEST 

HARNDEN  EXPRESS  COMPANY . .'..EAST  and  SOUTH 

NATIONAL  EXPRESS  COMPANY . NORTH  and  CANADA  EAST 

EXCHANGE 

3n  all  the  PRINCIPAL  CITIES  in  the  United  States  and  Canada;  Royal 
Bank  of  Ireland,  Dublin,  and  Union  Bank  of  London,  London. 

0 © IL IL M © TE © M ©  Ill! 

GENERAL  EXPRESS  BUSINESS  ^PROMPTLY  ATTENDED  TO. 


LOUIS  McLANE, 

GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  CALIFORNIA, 

N.  W.  corner  Montgomery  and  California  Streets. 


Advertisement  for  Wells,  Fargo  8c  Co.,  prominent  express  and  bank¬ 
ing  company  whose  name  is  still  well  known  today.  On  the  final  trip  of 
the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  the  firm  had  a  messenger,  Joseph  A.  Lord, 
aboard  who  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  gold  coins  and  other  items 
entrusted  to  Wells,  Fargo.  Unfortunately,  he  went  down  with  the  ship  and 
its  precious  cargo.  (Langley’s  San  Francisco  Directory,  1864-5,  the  latest 
edition  by  July  28,  1865) 
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79  1859-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  80. 

30  1859-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  81. 

31  1859-S  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  but  with  obverse  graffiti. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  77. 

32  1859-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  82. 

33  1859-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Breen-unlisted.  Repunched  18  (Breen-7195  is  the  same,  but  a  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  83. 

34  1859-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Another  San  Francisco  Mint?  Close,  but  not  quite!  In  1859  there  was  a 
shortage  of  silver  coins  for  use  in  commerce  with  China  (although  during 
the  year  the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  20,000  silver  dollars).  To  help  amelio¬ 
rate  the  deficiency  a  private  firm,  Duncan,  Sherman  8c  Company,  of  New 
York,  proposed  to  set  up  a  mint  in  San  Francisco  to  produce  silver  pesos 
similar  in  design,  weight,  and  fineness  to  those  produced  under  government 
authority  in  Mexico,  this  operation  to  be  supervised  by  Mexican  assayers, 
and  with  a  seignorage  of  1%  to  be  paid  to  the  Mexican  government  for  the 
first  14  years  of  the  contract  and  1-1/2  %  thereafter.  Presumably  most  silver 
bullion  would  have  come  from  Mexico.  After  due  consideration  and  prepa¬ 
ration  of  contracts,  the  idea  was  dropped. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  84. 

35  1859-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  83. 

86  1859-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Breen-unlisted.  Repunched  18. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  86. 

87  1859-S  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  VF-30,  but  with  numerous 
patches  of  heavy  black  encrustation,  perhaps  a  good  “display” 
item  as  it  looks  more  like  a  sunken  treasure  coin  than  the  typi¬ 
cal,  indeed  extraordinary  coins  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, 
which  are  often  better  in  condition  than  those  kept  on  land! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  87. 


88  1860-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 
Very  nice  condition  for  an  1860-S  $20,  a  variety  typically  seen 
in  lower  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  88. 

89  1860-S  Net  AU-53;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  light  obverse  scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  105. 

90  1860-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  89. 

91  1860-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

General  numismatic/historical  notes:  In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  covering  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1860,  Director  James 
Ross  Snowden  mentioned  the  Washoe  region  (Comstock  Lode),  which  had 
become  increasingly  important: 


“Within  the  last  year  some  new  mines  of  silver  have  been  brought  to  our 
notice,  the  most  important  of  which  are  situated  in  the  Washoe  region,  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  about  330  miles  northeast  from  San  Francisco.  At  the 
Branch  Mint  in  that  city  upwards  of  $80,000  were  received  from  these  mines 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  they  promise  a  considerable  and  increasing 
supply  of  silver  for  that  institution  and  the  other  mints.  It  has,  however,  given 
some  trouble  when  used  as  an  agent,  or  assistant,  for  parting  silver  from  na¬ 
tive  gold,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  antimony,  a  very  small  portion  of 
which  induces  britdeness  in  gold.  A  similar  annoyance  has,  we  are  informed, 
occurred  in  the  British  Mint  in  its  operations  upon  Australian  gold....” 

The  same  Annual  Report  went  on  to  note  that  since  June  1860  many  of  the 
old-style  (1849-1854)  “thick"  gold  dollars  had  been  melted  down,  presum¬ 
ably  at  the  New  York  City  Assay  Office  and  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and 
had  been  recoined  into  the  newer,  thinner  versions  (Type  III  design  insti¬ 
tuted  in  1856).  The  San  Francisco  Mint  had  made  Type  I  gold  dollars  only  in 
one  year,  1854. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  90. 

92  1860-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  91. 

93  1860-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  92. 

94  1860-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  93. 

95  1860-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  94. 

96  1860-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  95. 

97  1860-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  96. 

98  1860-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  97. 

99  1860-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  98. 

100  1860-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  99. 

101  1860-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 00. 

102  1860-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  101. 

103  1860-S  VF-35  (PCGS). 

American  history  notes:  In  the  presidential  election,  Abraham  Lincoln 
garnered  40%  of  the  popular  vote  and  180  electoral  votes,  while  his  main 
opponent,  John  C.  Breckinridge,  got  18%  of  the  popular  vote  and  72  elec¬ 
toral  votes.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  had  30%  of  the  popular  vote  but  just  12  elec¬ 
toral  votes.  John  Bell  gained  12%  of  the  popular  vote  and  39  electoral  votes. 
The  campaign  saw  a  veritable  outpouring  of  tokens,  medals,  and  ferrotypes 
(brass  frames  enclosing  portraits),  including  from  an  illustrious  series  of 
dies  by  Benjamin  True,  of  Cincinnati;  these  were  muled  with  the  popular  (at 
least  below  the  Mason-Dixon  Line)  “Wealth  of  the  South'  tokens. 

The  election  results  were  very  distasteful  to  Southerners.  On  December 
20,  1860,  the  South  Carolina  legislature  voted  169-0  to  secede  from  the 
Union.  Before  long,  the  Confederacy  was  organized. 

The  decennial  census  put  the  United  States  population  at  31,443,321,  or 
twice  that  of  1820.  New  York  City  was  the  largest  metropolis  in  the  United 
States,  with  a  population  of  805,651,  of  whom  203,740  were  Irish.  The  next 
largest  cities  were  Philadelphia  with  562,529  inhabitants,  Brooklyn  266,661, 
Baltimore  212,418,  Boston  177,812,  New  Orleans  168,675,  Cincinnati 
161,044,  St.  Louis  160,773,  and  Chicago  109,260.  The  city  of  San  Francisco 
had  56,802. 

John  D.  Rockefeller,  age  20,  entered  the  oil  business,  with  activities  that 
were  eventually  centered  around  Pennsylvania,  with  refining  in  adjacent 
Ohio.  Meanwhile,  oil  for  lamps  was  mainly  provided  by  whale  oil,  including 
that  harvested  by  dozens  of  ships  trading  out  of  New  England  ports  such  as 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


On  April  3,  1860,  the  first  Pony  Express  mail  riders  left  St.  Joseph,  Mis¬ 
souri.  Ten  days  later  they  reached  Sacramento,  California.  The  Pony  Ex¬ 
press  would  last  but  a  short  time,  but  it  made  an  indelible  mark  on  the  pages 
of  American  history. 

rhere  were  372  daily  newspapers  in  the  country,  an  increase  from  254  in 
1850.  In  San  Francisco,  there  were  over  a  dozen  daily  and  weekly  magazines 
issued,  but  there  remained  a  great  appetite  for  news  from  the  East,  and  ar¬ 
riving  steamers  were  always  greeted  with  enthusiasm. 

America’s  prime  export  was  cotton,  much  of  it  for  the  mills  of  England. 
Of  the  nation’s  total  export  value  of  $334  million  (up  from  $72  million  in 
1850),  $192  million  was  in  cotton. 

Apparendy,  Drake’s  Plantation  Bitters,  a  rum-laced  cure-all,  was  first  com¬ 
pounded  this  year,  for  P.H.  Drake  used  the  slogan  S.T.  1860  X.  in  advertis¬ 
ing,  a  cryptic  notation  which  some  said  meant  “Started  trade  in  1860  with 
$10,”  but  which  Drake  said  meant  “St.  Croix,  1860,”  St.  Croix  being  the  Car¬ 
ibbean  source  of  the  rum  used.  Drake’s  went  on  to  advertise  on  encased 
postage  stamps  in  1862-3.  At  one  time  Drake’s  advertised  on  rocky  cliffs 
along  the  Hudson  River  and  even  by  painting  rock  outcrops  in  the  Flume  in 
the  White  Mountains  of  New  Hampshire  (about  a  half  hour  away  from 
where  Littleton  Coin  Co.  is  located  today  in  1999). 

On  Broadway,  Rip  Van  Winkle  opened  as  a  play,  with  Joseph  Jefferson,  age 
31,  in  the  tide  role.  He  would  become  famous  as  Rip,  and  during  the  next 
several  decades  would  play  him  hundreds  of  times. 

The  Bankers’  Magazine,  June  1860,  p.  968,  reported  this:  “Several  gentle¬ 
men  interested  in  the  science  of  numismatics  assembled  in  Boston,  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  March  3,  at  the  rooms  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  So¬ 
ciety,  organized  themselves  into  a  society  to  be  called  the  Boston  Numis¬ 
matic  Society....  The  meetings  of  the  society  will  be  held  at  Number  13 
Bromfield  Street  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month.”  At  the  time  there 
were  no  numismatic  magazines  in  America,  and  news  of  the  hobby  was  not 
centralized.  The  Historical  Magazine  (founded  in  1857)  was,  perhaps,  fore¬ 
most  in  its  coverage,  and  attracted  such  contributors  as  Jeremiah  Colburn, 
well-known  Boston  numismatist. 

The  Mint  Cabinet  was  dedicated  on  Washington’s  birthday,  February  22, 
1860,  with  Washington  tokens  and  medals  being  the  center  focus  of  the  dis¬ 
play.  A  fine  medal  from  dies  by  Anthony  C.  Paquet  was  made  available  for 
sale.  For  much  of  the  next  decade,  Washington  numismatica  would  be 
among  the  hottest  items  on  the  market,  while  scarcely  anyone  paid  attention 
to  gold  Proof  sets,  for  example. 

In  the  Indian  cent  series  the  reverse  design  was  changed  from  a  laurel  (or 
olive,  the  Mint  was  not  consistent  in  its  nomenclature)  wreath  to  an  oak 
wreath  surmounted  with  a  shield.  New  designs  appeared  on  half  dimes  and 
dimes,  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the  obverse,  rather  than 
on  the  reverse.  Nevertheless,  Snowden  ordered  100  half  dimes  made  with 
the  old  obverse  design  (with  stars);  these  lack  mention  of  the  country  of  ori¬ 
gin,  and  have  been  popular  collectibles  ever  since.  The  hobby  of  coin  col¬ 
lecting  was  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  the  decade  of  the  1860s 
would  see  many  fine  collections  sold  at  auction.  The  star  of  W.  Elliot  Wood¬ 
ward,  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  was  in  the  ascendancy,  and  later  he  would 
be  recognized,  per  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  (launched  in  May 
1866),  as  the  “lion  of  numismatics.” 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  102. 

104  1860-S  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  obverse  bruises. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  104. 

105  1860-S  VF-30  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  103. 

106  1861  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  106. 

107  1861  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7208.  Repunched  18. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  107. 

108  1861  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  but  “IDA”  scratched  on 
the  obverse  before  Liberty’s  portrait. 

Among  the  roll  call  of  the  lost  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  was  listed 
one  Ida  Thornton,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Cecelia  Thornton  (herself  also  a  passen¬ 
ger,  and  also  listed  as  lost).  There  can  be,  of  course,  not  even  a  strong  possi¬ 
bility  that  said  Ida  Thornton,  passenger  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  on 
the  date  of  the  steamer’s  rendezvous  with  destiny,  is  the  same  “Ida”  whose 
name  graces(?)  the  obverse  of  this  coin.  The  very  fact  that  the  remote  possibil¬ 
ity  exists,  however,  is  enough  to  add  a  touch  of  romance  to  this  lot.  Of 
course,  it  would  not  have  been  “good  form"  for  little  Ida  to  have  scratched 
such  a  nice  coin! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  109. 


109  1861  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  108. 


Lot  110 

Representative  photo  oj  the  AU-55  grade. 


110  1861-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  110. 

111  1861-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Monetary  and  mint  notes  in  1861:  In  1861  the  city  of  New  Orleans  was 
seized  by  troops  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  was  subsequently  occupied  by 
Confederate  forces  for  the  next  year,  effectively  ending  coinage  there.  The 
mints  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  fell  under  Confederate  control  and  in 
due  course  were  shuttered.  Although  a  few  gold  coins  were  struck  by  the 
Confederates  from  bullion  on  hand,  no  serious  effort  was  made  to  operate 
the  acquired  mints  on  a  regular  basis.  Thus,  by  late  spring  1861  the  only  two 
functioning  federal  mints  were  at  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco. 

In  late  December  1861,  the  Treasury  stopped  paying  out  gold  coins  at  par, 
except  through  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  From  that  time  until  the  1870s,  gold 
coins  sold  at  a  premium  in  comparison  to  Legal  Tender  notes.  This  set  in 
motion  a  “business”  in  the  East,  whereby  from  reserves  in  New  York  City  the 
Treasury  Department  had  been  selling  gold  coins  to  brokers,  investors,  and 
merchants  needing  coins  for  customs  payments,  etc.  A  Treasury  report 
dated  April  11,  1868,  noted  that  from  March  2,  1861,  to  March  18,  1868, 
gold  coins  amounting  to  $200,325,856  had  been  sold  for  $293,783,360  in 
paper  money,  and  that  commissions  on  the  sales  had  been  paid  to  the  extent 
of  $231,650,  also  in  paper  money. 

Some  sales  made  during  periods  of  great  devaluation  of  Legal  Tender  notes 
yielded  a  great  premium  in  paper  money,  such  as  a  sale  of  $780,000  face  value 
in  gold  coins  to  Ketcham,  Son  8c  Co.  for  $1,840,837.50  in  paper  money. 

Although  the  Treasury  Department  was  the  largest  “dealer”  of  all,  trading 
in  Legal  Tender  notes  and  gold  coins  took  place  in  most  American  cities. 
Bullion  dealers  and  exchanges  posted  prices  for  converting  one  medium 
into  the  other.  Silver  coins  were  also  traded. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  111. 

112  1861-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  112. 

113  1861-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 13. 

114  1861-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  114. 


Lot  117 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-53  grade. 


1 15  1861-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  115. 
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Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1861 

On  June  30,  1861,  Robert  J.  Stevens 
became  superintendent  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  remaining  in  the  post  untiljune 
29,  1863,  when  he  was  ejected  in  view  of 
alleged  improprieties.  For  a  long  time  the 
Mint  had  seen  defalcations  and  conflicts  of 
interest  by  its  officers  and  employees.  In 
distant  Philadelphia,  beginning  in  May  1861 
and  continuing  through  September  1866, 

James  Pollock  was  director,  named  by  incoming  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  the  successor  to  James  Ross  Snowden.  Pollock  was  in  charge  of 
all  branch  mints  including  San  Francisco. 

The  silver  coinage  was  produced  in  fair  quantities  as  were  gold  issues. 
The  1861  oeuvre  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  includes  the  distinctive  and 
curious  double  eagle  variety  with  “tall  letters”  reverse,  from  dies  by 
Anthony  C.  Paquet,  a  style  not  seen  elsewhere  in  United  States  circulating 
coinage  save  for  two  known  specimens  made  at  Philadelphia.  The  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan  coins  are  all  of  the  “regular”  (not  Paquet)  reverse. 


1 16  186 1-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  116. 

117  186 1-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  117. 

1 18  186 1-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  118. 

1 19  186 1-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  119. 

120  186 1-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  120. 


Lot  121 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-50  grade. 

121  186 1-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  121. 

122  186 1-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  122. 

123  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  123. 

124  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  124. 

125  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  125. 

126  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

American  history  notes:  Following  South  Carolina  s  lead,  Mississippi, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Arkansas 
and  North  Carolina  seceded  from  the  Union.  Delegates  from  six  of  these 
states  met  in  Montgomery,  Alabama  on  February  4th  to  form  the  govern¬ 


ment  of  the  Confederate  Stales  of  America.  Jefferson  Davis  was  named  presi 
dent  on  a  provisional  basis;  in  October  a  general  election  confirmed  the 
choice.  The  Civil  War  began  on  April  12,  1861  with  the  bombardment  of  fed¬ 
eral  Fort  Sumter  in  the  Charleston,  SC  harbor.  Crowds  watched  from  roof¬ 
tops  along  the  shore  as  several  thousand  Confederate  troops  participated  in 
the  shelling  of  the  stone  fort,  which  was  held  by  only  a  few  dozen  men. 

Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  inaugural  address  on  March  4,  1861  commented 
on  secession:  “This  country,  with  its  institutions,  belongs  to  the  people  who 
inhabit  it.  Whenever  they  shall  grow  weary  of  the  existing  government  they 
can  exercise  their  constitutional  right  of  amending  it,  or  the  revolutionary 
right  to  dismember  it  or  overthrow  it.” 

On  March  4,  the  United  States  Army  was  comprised  of  13,024  officers  and 
men.  Lincoln  called  for  42,034  volunteers  to  enlist  for  a  three-year  term.  By 
July  there  were  30,000  new  soldiers  in  the  Washington  area  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Winfield  Scott,  of  Mexican  War  fame.  The  first  Battle  of 
Bull  Run  ended  in  defeat  for  the  Union.  After  other  losses,  Lincoln  appointed 
General  George  B.  McClellan  commander  of  all  Union  forces;  one  of 
Lincoln’s  worst  errors.  The  “Trent  affair”  was  precipitated  on  November  8th 
when  the  Union  ship  U.S.S.  San  Jacinto  halted  the  British  mail  ship  S.S.  Trent 
and  forcibly  removed  two  former  United  States  senators  who  were  en  route  to 
England  and  France  as  emissaries  of  the  Confederate  government.  In  En¬ 
gland,  passions  arose  against  the  Union,  and  war  was  averted  only  when  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  William  H.  Seward  released  Mason  and  Slidell  early  in  1862. 

The  Gatling  gun  was  invented  and  made  it  possible  to  fire  hundreds  of 
rounds  per  minute.  The  weapon  would  not  be  used  in  the  Civil  War  until 
1864.  In  the  meantime,  Kansas  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  free  state  on 
January  29th.  On  February  28,  Colorado  Territory  was  formed,  followed  by 
Dakota  Territory  and  Nevada  Territory  on  March  2. 

On  August  5th  Congress  levied  the  first  general  income  tax,  amounting  to  3% 
on  incomes  over  $800  per  year.  The  public  became  jittery  when  it  was  uncertain 
whether  the  Union  would  be  victorious,  and  they  began  hoarding  coins. 

After  banks  suspended  the  payment  of  gold  coins  in  the  waning  days  of 
1861,  there  arose  great  concern  in  the  East  and  Midwest  (but  not  in  Califor¬ 
nia)  concerning  the  solidity  of  the  American  financial  system.  This  had  little 
effect  on  the  typical  citizen,  but  was  important  to  banks  and  commercial  en¬ 
tities.  Confidence  in  the  United  States  government’s  fiscal  policies  began  to 
erode  rapidly. 

At  the  start  of  the  year,  the  director  of  the  Mint  was  James  Ross  Snowden, 
who  served  from  June  1853  to  April  1861.  Beginning  in  May  1861  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  September  1866,  James  Pollock  was  director.  On  hand  at 
the  Mint,  as  clerk  to  the  director,  was  Richard  Henry  Linderman,  M.D.,  who 
at  a  later  time  would  serve  in  the  director’s  post. 

Anthony  C.  Paquet,  engraver  at  the  Mint,  produced  a  new  reverse  die,  with 
tall  letters,  intended  for  use  in  making  business  strike  double  eagles.  How¬ 
ever,  it  did  not  prove  feasible  and  was  not  used  for  general  circulation,  except 
for  a  limited  coinage  at  San  Francisco  produced  before  orders  arrived  coun¬ 
termanding  the  use  of  the  dies.  The  Dahlonega,  Charlotte,  and  New'  Orleans 
mints  fell  into  Confederate  hands.  At  Charlotte,  the  C.S.A.  coined  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  half  eagles  from  worn  Union  dies;  at  Dahlonega,  possibly  as  many  as  a 
thousand  1861-D  gold  dollars  were  made.  Following  these  ephemeral  coin¬ 
ages,  both  mints  closed,  apparendy  from  lack  of  a  source  of  new  dies,  never 
again  to  reopen  for  coinage.  The  New  Orleans  Mint  was  operated  for  a  brief 
time  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  and,  later  in  1861,  the  Confederacy. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  126. 

127  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  127. 

128  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  128. 

129  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  129. 

130  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  130. 

131  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  131. 

132  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  152. 

133  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  132. 

134  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number-  133. 
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The  Era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

Gold  Rush  Portfolio 


Cityscape  of  San  Francisco,  circa  1850,  as  published  in  London  onjuly  1, 1851.  At  the  time,  news  of  the  Gold  Rush 
was  spreading  around  the  world.  In  the  bay  are  several  dozen  sailing  vessels,  mostly  three-masted,  plus  in  the 
distance  what  seems  to  be  a  steamship.  In  the  foreground  are  buildings,  mostly  hastily  constructed  of  wood. 

Later,  after  a  series  of  fires,  the  much  of  the  commercial  district  of  the  city  would  be  rebuilt  in  stone  and  brick. 
In  time,  the  bay  would  be  extensively  filled,  out  beyond  where  ships  anchored  in  1850.  (Lithograph  by  Henry  Squire 
8c  Co.,  London,  1851) 
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Lot  132 

Representative  photo  of  the  EF-45  grade. 


135  186 1-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  134. 

136  186 1-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  135. 

137  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  136. 

138  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  137. 

139  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  138. 

140  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  139. 

141  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 40. 

142  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  141. 

143  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  142. 

144  1861-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 43. 

145  1861-S  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  light  reverse  abrasions. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 49. 

146  1861-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  144. 

147  1861-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  145. 

148  1861-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  146. 


Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1862 

In  1862  the  coinage  situation  was  in  a 
turmoil  in  Philadelphia— what  with  hoard¬ 
ing  of  silver  and  gold  coins  in  the  East  and 
Midwest  and  with  the  branch  mints  closed 
in  those  areas— but  in  San  Francisco  it  was 
business  as  usual. 

For  reasons  unrelated  to  the  situation  in 
the  East,  the  silver  mintage  in  the  West  was 
higher  than  usual,  no  doubt  from  an  influx 
of  silver  from  the  Comstock  Lode  area  of  Nevada  (although  most  Nevada 
silver  was  exported).  Apparently,  the  ‘mother  mint  in  Philadelphia 
anticipated  an  even  greater  San  Francisco  coinage  than  took  place,  for 
large  numbers  of  dies  were  sent  from  there,  many  of  which  were  not  used. 


149  1861-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  inventory  number  147. 

150  1861-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  obverse  abrasions  and 
hairlines  from  cleaning. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  148. 

151  1861-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  lightly  cleaned. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  150. 

152  1861-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  light  obverse  scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  151. 

153  1861-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  faint  reverse  abrasions 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  153. 

154  1862  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  154. 

Finest  1862-S  Found 


155  1862-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  with  environmental 

damage.  The  “damage”  is  an  area  of  faint  olive  contrast  (octo¬ 
pus  ink?;  not  a  serious  comment  of  course)  on  Liberty’s  por¬ 
trait,  otherwise  the  coin  is  bright  and  lustrous,  and  should  be 
viewed  before  judgment  is  passed.  The  point  may  be  moot,  for 
this  is  the  finest,  the  most  lustrous  1862-S  found  in  the  recov¬ 
ery.  A  fantastic  coin  with  few  equals  anywhere  in  numismatics. 

Note  about  octopi:  The  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother Jonathan  men¬ 
tions  two  large  octopuses  who  were  “guarding”  the  wreck.  Exciting  stuff! 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  221. 


156  1862-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  155. 


Lot  157 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-55  grade. 

157  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  156. 


as 
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158  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  157. 

159  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214.  Repunched  86  in  date. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  158. 

160  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  159. 

161  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  160. 

162  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  161. 

163  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  162. 

164  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  163. 

165  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Meanwhile,  at  distant  mints:  The  A  nnual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  told  of  certain  dormant,  distant 
branch  mints: 

“No  reports  have  been  received  from  the  branches  at  New  Orleans,  Dahlo- 
nega,  or  Charlotte.  Although  New  Orleans  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some 
months,  in  the  possession  of  the  Union  forces  [who  retook  the  city  from  the 
Confederates],  yet  the  operations  of  the  Branch  Mint  in  that  city  have  not 
been  resumed;  nor  is  it  expedient  or  necessary  that  they  should  be.... 

“No  considerauon  of  public  or  private  interest  would,  under  the  most  favor¬ 
able  circumstances  justify  the  reopening  [after  the  war]  of  the  branches  at 
Dahlonega  or  Charlotte.  They  ought  not  to  have  been  established;  and  having 
been  the  source  of  useless  expenditure,  they  should  not,  even  in  the  event  of 
the  states  in  which  they  are  respectively  located,  returning  to  their  allegiance, 
be  again  employed  for  mindng  purposes.  Whether  gold  or  silver  coins  were 
struck  at  any  of  the  defected  branches  of  the  Mint  during  the  past  year,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  with  certainty;  if  any,  the  amount  was  small. 

“Prior  to  the  defection  of  the  branch  at  New  Orleans,  the  dies  in  that  insti¬ 
tution  were  defaced,  or  destroyed  by  some  of  the  local  employees,  under 
the  direction  of  one  of  the  officers  who  remained  true  to  his  duty  and  to  his 
country.  This  destruction  of  the  dies  must  have  delayed,  if  not  altogether 
prevented  any  coinage  at  that  branch.” 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  164. 

166  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  165. 


Lot  167 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-53  grade. 


167  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining, 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  166. 

168  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  167. 


169  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 68. 

170  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  169. 

171  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  1 70. 

172  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  171. 

173  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 72. 

174  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 73. 

175  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 74. 

176  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  175. 

177  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  1 76. 

178  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  177. 

179  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 78. 

180  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  1 79. 

181  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  180. 

182  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  181. 

183  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  975. 


Lot  184 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-50  grade. 


184  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  182. 

185  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  183. 
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186  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  184. 

187  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  185. 

188  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  186. 

189  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

American  history  notes:  During  the  year  notable  victories  in  the  Civil  War 
were  scored  by  both  the  Union  and  the  Confederacy,  with  the  Union’s  first 
significant  success  being  the  capture  by  General  U.S.  Grant’s  forces  of  Fort 
Henry  on  the  Tennessee  River  and  Fort  Donelson  on  the  Cumberland 
River.  On  March  8th,  the  ironclad  ships,  Merrimack  and  Monitor,  engaged 
each  other  off  the  coast  of  Virginia.  Neither  scored  a  victory,  but  the  days  of 
wooden  ships  were  numbered. 

In  November,  Lincoln  relieved  McClellan  of  his  command  and  appointed 
General  Ambrose  Everett  Burnside  in  charge  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
In  January  1863,  Burnside  was  given  his  walking  papers,  following  the 
general’s  defeat  at  the  hands  of  Robert  E.  Lee  at  the  Battle  of 
Fredericksburg  on  December  13,  1862. 

Both  the  Union  and  the  Confederacy  did  business  with  England,  but  in 
1862  that  country  decided  not  to  recognize  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  government.  This  was  a  blow  to  the  Confederacy,  which  had  been 
tapping  investors  and  banks  in  England  for  the  sale  of  its  bonds  and  other 
financial  obligations.  England  was  betwixt  and  between,  sided  in  sentiment 
and  business  (cotton  from  the  American  South  fed  the  looms  of  the  coun¬ 
try),  but  was  practical  enough  not  to  alienate  the  North  (which  it  succeeded 
in  doing  anyway,  at  least  in  part). 

In  a  letter  to  Horace  Greeley  of  the  New  York  Tribune  dated  August  22, 
1862  Lincoln  said:  “My  paramount  object  in  this  struggle  is  to  save  the 
Union  and  is  not  either  to  save  or  to  destroy  slavery.  If  I  could  save  the 
Union  without  freeing  any  slaves,  I  would  do  it;  and  if  I  could  do  it  by  free¬ 
ing  all  the  slaves,  I  would  do  it;  and  if  by  freeing  some  and  leaving  others 
alone,  I  would  also  do  that.”  However,  on  September  22,  1862  he  issued  his 
Emancipation  Proclamation  which  declared  that  all  persons  held  as  slaves 
would  be  free  on  and  after  January  1,  1863. 

In  its  infinite  wisdom,  Congress  offered  100  million  acres  of  federal  land 
to  the  Union  Pacific,  Central  Pacific,  and  other  railroads  seeking  to  con¬ 
struct  routes  to  the  West  Coast.  The  railroads  would  repay  the  favor  by 
forming  trusts  and  charging  the  public  erratic  and  often  exorbitant  rates. 

In  the  theatre  the  play  East  Lynne,  based  on  an  English  novel,  was  first  staged 
and  would  go  on  to  become  the  most  popular  melodrama  in  the  history  of  the 
American  stage,  at  least  until  Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin  became  widely  popular. 

The  United  States  issued  the  first  Legal  Tender  paper  currency  notes  in 
April  1862,  at  a  time  when  the  public’s  confidence  in  the  government  was 
uncertain,  and  when  coins  were  beginning  to  be  hoarded  on  a  widespread 
scale.  Such  notes  were  largely  unwanted  outside  of  the  North,  and,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  in  the  financial  district  of  London  they  were  not  accepted. 

Gold  coins,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  suspended  by  the  Treasury  in 
December  1861,  rose  in  value  sharply  and  were  exported  in  large  numbers. 
Inflation  was  rampant,  due  both  to  the  currency  and  the  general  effects  of 
the  Civil  War.  The  situation  worsened  as  the  year  went  on,  hoarding  in¬ 
creased,  and  by  the  second  week  of  July  1862,  virtually  all  coins  from  cents 
upward  were  no  longer  seen  in  circulation  in  the  East. 

However,  the  West  Coast  was  largely  immune  from  this  and  other  effects 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  silver  coins  were  aplenty  in  circulation.  Legal  Tender 
notes  were  not  used  there  (and,  in  fact,  were  even  subjected  to  the  question 
of  legality),  nor  were  minor  coins  (Indian  cents).  Beginning  in  the  summer 
of  1862,  newly-minted  subsidiary  silver  coins  from  three-cent  pieces  to  half 
dollars  would  not  go  into  circulation  in  the  East  but  would  be  stored  or  ex¬ 
ported.  Such  coins  did  not  reappear  in  quantity  until  autumn  1876. 

The  William  A.  Lilliendahl  Collection,  auctioned  by  W.H.  Strobridge  in 
May  1862  and  freeing  a  number  of  rarities  in  the  American  series,  was  one 
of  the  greatest  early  cabinets  to  be  brought  to  market  through  the  auction 
venue.  The  coin  auction  business  was  just  beginning  to  take  hold  in 
America,  and  over  the  coming  decades  many  outstanding  collections  would 
be  dispersed  via  the  auction  route. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  187. 

190  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  188. 

191  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  189. 


192  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 90. 

193  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  191. 

194  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  192. 

195  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  193. 

196  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 94. 


197  1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 95. 


198  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 96. 


199  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  197. 

200  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 98. 

201  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1 99. 

202  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  200. 

203  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  201. 

204  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  202. 

205  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  203. 

206  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  204. 

207  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  205. 

208  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  206. 

209  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  207. 
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Travel  by  sidewheel  steamship  in  and  out  of  San  Francisco  could  have  its  perils,  as  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  demonstrated  early  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  July  30,  1865.  By  that  time,  a  long  list  of  ships 
had  met  varying  fates,  with  the  register  including  the  Yankee  Blade,  Golden  Fleece,  Lewis,  Jenny  Lind, 
Winfield  Scott,  and  more,  none  of  which  matched  the  Brother  Jonathan  in  terms  of  life  lost. 

Here  we  see  an  engraving  of  the  S.S.  Grenada,  wrecked  on  the  rocks  at  Fort  Point  at  the  entrance  to  San 
Francisco  Bay,  October  13,  1859.  The  Grenada  never  had  a  chance  to  prove  herself  in  the  trade  from  and 
to  that  city,  for  she  ran  aground  on  her  first  trip  into  the  bay.  Earlier,  the  1,400-ton  steamer  had  been  in 
service  between  Aspinwall  (on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  side  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama)  to  Havana  and  other 
points.  She  departed  New  York  City  on  July  14, 1859,  steamed  ’round  Cape  Horn,  and  was  at  the  entrance 
to  San  Francisco  Bay  on  October  13.  An  experienced  pilot  was  brought  aboard  to  guide  the  steamer,  and 
in  a  reckless  maneuver  to  quickly  reach  port,  a  full  head  of  steam  was  raised  in  the  boilers,  the  ship  plowed 
ahead  in  a  heavy  fog,  and  the  result  is  shown  above.  Fortunately,  there  were  no  passengers  aboard  and  no 
loss  of  life.  (Hutchings'  California  Magazine) 
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210  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  208. 

211  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  209. 

212  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  2 10. 

213  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  211. 

214  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  212. 

215  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  213. 

216  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  214. 

217  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  215. 

218  1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  216. 

219  1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  217. 

220  1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  218. 

221  1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  219. 

222  1862-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Breen-7214. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  220. 


Elegant  1863-S  $20  Rarity 

Choice  Mint  State 
One  of  Just  Two  Offered 


223  1863-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  There  are  just 

two  MS-63  grade  1863-S  $20  pieces  offered  here,  and  this  is 
one  of  them.  One  might  imagine  that  this  coin  and  its  compan¬ 
ion  (see  the  next  lot)  were  kept  at  the  Mint  for  two  years  aftei 
striking,  or  were  forgotten  in  some  bank  vault,  until  pul 
aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  in  July  1865.  Only  a  few 
equivalent  quality  coins  exist  anywhere— even  if  one  goes  back 
and  explores  thousand  of  catalogues  issued  over  the  past  cen¬ 
tury.  Fantastic! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  223. 


Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1863 

The  silver  half  dime  was  struck  in  San 
Francisco  for  the  first  time,  but  it  did  not 
prove  to  be  a  popular  denomination, 
and  it  is  likely  that  many  if  not  most  were 
exported.  On  the  Pacific  Coast  most 
transactions  were  valued  at  a  minimum 
of  250,  as  they  had  been  since  the  days  of 
the  Forty  Niners. 

Although  it  was  anticipated  that  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  would  be  struck  in  1863,  and 
four  obverse  dies  with  this  date  were 
shipped  from  Philadelphia  in  November  1862,  no  coinage  of  this  denomi¬ 
nation  materialized. 

On  March  9,  1863,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  to  his  longtime 
friend  Dr.  Anson  G.  Henry  (who  onjuly  28,  1865  would  be  a  passenger  on 
the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan)-. 

“I  know  not  except  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  me  the  report 
shows  that  Mr.  Stevens  has  already  had  a  full  bearing  of  the  charges  and 
evidence.  The  report  is  to  be  shown  to  me. 

“A.  Lincoln.” 

On  the  back  of  a  letter  from  Henry,  same  date,  this  was  noted  by  Lincoln: 

“I  have  just  heard  from  Stevens  of  the  Mint.  He  asks  for  a  copy  of  the 
charges  against  him,  and  promises  to  disprove  them  so  far  as  they  affect 
his  integrity  &  management  of  the  Mint,  if  a  little  time  is  allowed  him.” 

Superintendent  Robert  J.  Stevens  is  said  to  have  “appointed  or  retained 
in  office  dishonest  or  vicious  men.”  Stevens  was  removed  from  his  office 
and  on  June  30  was  replaced  as  superintendent  by  Robert  B.  Swain,  who 
remained  the  post  until  July  31,  1869.  Swain,  an  insurance  agent  and 
commission  merchant,  was  well  regarded  in  the  city.  He  was  prominent  in 
social  causes  and  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  local  Unitarian  Church. 
Among  his  acquaintances  was  Samuel  L.  Clemens  (“Mark  Twain”)  who 
worked  as  a  reported  for  the  Call  newspaper  in  the  same  building  where 
the  superintendent’s  office  was  located,  next-door  to  the  Mint.  (More 
about  Mark  Twain  below,  in  another  note  under  1864.) 

The  problem  of  employee  honesty  was  a  continuing  one  and  was  not 
made  any  better  by  the  Mint  payroll  being  made  in  Legal  Tender  notes  of 
depreciated  value. 


Elegant  1863-S  $20  Rarity 

Choice  Mint  State 
The  Other  of  Just  Two  Offered 


224  1863-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  twin  to  the 

preceding,  and,  like  it,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  fantastic 
coin!  After  the  MS-63  level,  the  next  finest  we  offer  is  MS-61 
(see  below). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  224. 
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225  1863-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  225. 


226 


1863-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  226. 


227  1863-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  907. 


228  1863-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  227. 


229  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  228. 


230  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  229. 


231  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  230. 


232  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  231. 


233  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  232. 


Lot  229 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-58  grade. 


234  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  233. 

235  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  234. 

236  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  235. 

237  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  236. 

238  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  237. 

239  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  238. 

240  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  239. 


Conditions  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint 

A  communication  datelined  San  Francisco,  October  10,  1863,  printed  in 
The  Congressional  Globe,  April  29,  1864,  included  this: 

“We  beg  leave  to  address  you  upon  the  subject  of  the  branch  mint  in  this 
city  and  the  inadequate  facilities  therein  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
and  the  requirements  of  the  government. 

“When  the  present  branch  was  established  in  1 853  it  was  supposed  that  the 
maximum  yearly  coinage  would  be  about  $5,000,000.  The  capacity  of  the 
building  was  regulated  accordingly.  With  the  rapid  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  this  state  and  the  adjoining  territories,  the  business  of 
the  mint  has  increased  in  like  proportion.  One  half  of  the  estimated  yearly 
coinage  of  1853  was  coined  in  the  single  month  of  September  last.  And  yet 
the  accommodations  have  not  been  increased,  the  working  room  has  not 
been  enlarged,  and  the  operations  of  the  mint,  which  now  are  nearly  six  times 
greater  than  the  original  estimate,  are  necessarily  conducted  within  the 
limited  compass  of  a  building  which  at  the  outset  even  was  too  inconvenient 
and  contracted. 

“Situated  in  a  block  upon  one  of  the  most  narrow  streets  of  the  city,  the 
building  is  dark,  exceedingly  hot  at  all  times,  and  unhealthy  for  the  workmen. 
Gas  is  required  throughout  the  building  every  hour  of  the  day.  It  has  no 
storehouse  accommodations  whatever;  acids,  wood,  and  coal  can  only  be 
received  in  very  small  quantities.  A  warehouse  for  articles  in  constant  use  in 
the  operations  of  the  mint  is  necessarily  rented  at  a  remote  location.  The 
office  of  the  superintendent,  instead  of  being  upon  the  spot  where  he  can 
exercise  constandy  a  personal  supervision  of  the  business  of  the  department, 
is  elsewhere.  Neither  the  coiner  assayer,  nor  melter  and  refiner  has  an  office, 
or  even  decent  writing  accommodations....” 

The  Mint  building  seems  to  have  been  purchased  through  some  shenani¬ 
gans  involving  Sen.  Gwin,  apparently  connected  with  the  erstwhile  owners  of 
the  facility,  Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward.  Details  are  related  in  the  book,  The  Treasure 
Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 
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241  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  240. 

242  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  241. 

243  1863-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  985. 

244  1863-S  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  of  MS-61,  numerous  fine  (that 
is,  tiny,  but  not  nice)  scratches  and  abrasions. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  332. 


Lot  245 

Representative  photo  of  the  A  U-55  grade. 


245  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  242. 

246  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  243. 

247  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  244. 

248  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  245. 

249  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  246. 

250  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  247. 

251  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  248. 

252  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  249. 

253  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  250. 

254  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  251. 

255  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  252. 

256  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  253. 

257  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  254. 

258  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  255. 

259  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  256. 


260  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  25  7. 

261  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  258. 

262  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  259. 

263  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  260. 

264  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  261. 

265  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  262. 

266  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  263. 

267  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  264. 

268  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  265. 

269  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

.  Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  266. 

270  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  267. 

271  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  268. 

272  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  269. 

273  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  270. 

274  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  271. 

275  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  2  72. 

276  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  2  73. 

277  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  2  74. 

278  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  2  75. 

279  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  276. 

280  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  277. 

281  1863-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  278. 

282  1863-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  small  reverse 
scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  336. 
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Gold  Rush  Portfolio 


THE  COSMOPOLITAN. 


S  A.  3ST  F  _A_  1ST  CISCO. 


Popular  ever  since  its  debut  on  August  31,  1864,  and  its  first  reception  of  guests  on  September  1,  the 
Cosmopolitan  Hotel  at  the  corner  of  Bush  and  Sansome  streets  billed  itself  as  “the  largest  hotel  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  boasting  250  rooms.  Amenities  included  furniture  imported  from  France,  a  large  reading  room,  and 
an  elegant  cabinet  of  mineral  and  geological  specimens.”  Warm  and  cold  baths  were  connected  to  “each  suite 
of  rooms,”  indicating  that  there  must  have  been  multiple  facilities  on  each  of  the  four  floors.  Further,  the 
establishment  offered  “36  fire  hydrants  and  a  sufficiency  of  hose  to  deluge  the  house  in  a  brief  space  of  time.” 

On  the  main  floor  the  ceilings  were  17  feet  above  the  floor,  imparting  an  air  of  elegance.  Suites  on  the  second 
floor  had  14-1/2-foot  ceilings,  while  rooms  on  floors  three  and  four  measured  12-1/2  and  1 1  feet  respectively. 
In  1864  it  was  noted  that  the  “cost,  when  finished  and  furnished,  [will  be]  the  round  sum  of  $500,000  in  gold 
coin.  The  cost  of  the  building  alone  was  $250,000.”  Facilities  for  guests  included  multiple  dining  rooms  public 
and  private,  bar  room,  cigar  room,  gentlemen’s  reception  room,  billiard  room,  and  on  the  third  floor,  “a  dining 
room  and  play  room  for  the  use  of  children.”  Business  must  have  been  excellent,  for  it  was  soon  announced 
that  a  five-story  100-room  addition  would  be  built  for  a  cost  close  to  $125,000.  (Langley’s  San  Francisco  Directory, 
1864-5,  the  latest  edition  by  July  28,  1865) 
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Lot  283 


Representative  photo  of  the  AU-53  grade. 


283  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  279. 

284  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  280. 

285  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  281. 

286  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  282. 

287  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  283. 

288  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  284. 

289  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  285. 

290  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  286. 

291  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  287. 

292  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  288. 

293  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  289. 

294  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  290. 

295  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  291. 

296  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  292. 

297  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  293. 

298  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  294. 

299  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  295. 

300  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  296. 

301  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  297. 


302  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  298. 

303  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  299. 

304  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  300. 

305  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  301. 


306  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  302. 


307  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  303. 


308  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  304. 

309  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  305. 

310  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  306. 

311  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  307. 

312  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  308. 

313  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  309. 

314  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  310. 

315  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  311. 

316  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  312. 

317  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  3 13. 

318  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  3 14. 

319  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  315. 

320  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  316. 
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321  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  317. 

322  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  318. 

323  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  319. 

324  1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  320. 

325  1863-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  reverse  gouge. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  333. 

326  1863-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned.  Warm 
honey  gold  lustre. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  334. 

327  1863-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  331. 


Lot  328 

Representative  photo  of  the  EF-45  grade. 


328  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  321. 

329  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  322. 

330  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  323. 

331  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  324. 

332  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  325. 

333  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

American  history  notes:  President  Lincoln’s  Emancipation  Proclamation 
took  effect  on  January  1st,  but  it  made  little  difference  to  the  nearly  four  mil¬ 
lion  slaves  in  the  South  who  remained  in  bondage.  The  Civil  War  progressed 
on  several  bloody  fronts.  In  the  first  week  of  July  1863  the  Battle  of  Gettys¬ 
burg  maiked  the  turning  point  of  the  war.  Southern  troops  were  routed  in 
Pickett  s  Charge,  although  both  sides  sustained  thousands  of  casualties. 

On  November  19,  1863  vast  tracts  of  land  in  the  area  were  dedicated  as 
the  Gettysburg  National  Cemetery,  and  Edward  Everett  and  President  Lin¬ 
coln  were  featured  at  the  podium.  Everett,  erstwhile  president  of  Harvard, 
gave  a  well-prepared  and  quite  lengthy  speech  describing  in  minute  detail 
the  battle  that  had  taken  place  there.  At  the  conclusion  of  Everett’s  oration, 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  stepped  forward  to  give  brief  remarks  which  he 
had  composed  by  making  notes  on  the  backs  of  envelopes.  The  next  day 
Everett  wrote  Lincoln:  “I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  Batter  myself  that  I  came 
as  near  the  central  idea  of  the  occasion  in  two  hours  as  you  did  in  two  min¬ 
utes.”  In  reply  to  this  comment  on  his  Gettysburg  Address,  Lincoln  mod¬ 
estly  stated  that  he  was  pleased  to  learn  that  what  he  “did  say  was  not  en¬ 
tirely  a  failure.” 


In  a  separate  action,  Lincoln  proclaimed  the  first  national  Thanksgiving 
day  as  October  3,  1863.  The  draft  of  citizens  for  the  Union  Army  began  on 
July  11th,  under  terms  of  the  Conscription  Act  of  March  3rd,  but  exempting 
anyone  who  paid  $300.  Draft  riots  broke  out  in  several  northern  cities.  In 
New  York  City  in  July,  a  violent  mob  attacked  the  Colored  Orphans  Asylum 
on  Fifth  Avenue,  but  the  more  than  200  orphans  had  been  evacuated  ear¬ 
lier.  An  estimated  1,200  people  were  killed  in  the  melee,  and  thousands 
were  injured,  a  shameful  incident. 

Congress  continued  to  encourage  the  railroads,  and  a  bill  was  passed 
which  provided  the  Central  Pacific  and  Union  Pacific  railroad  $16,000  for 
every  mile  of  track  laid  on  the  plains,  $32,000  per  mile  through  intermoun¬ 
tain  stretches,  and  $48,000  per  mile  for  every  mile  through  the  mountains. 
Vast  land  grants  were  also  given  to  the  railroads.  Congress  also  established 
the  National  Academy  of  Science,  an  advisory  body  for  scientific  research. 

Young  John  D.  Rockefeller,  who  had  learned  about  the  oil  business  in  the 
Titusville,  Pennsylvania  boom  of  the  late  1850s,  built  a  refinery  in  Cleve¬ 
land. 

In  Hartford,  Connecticut  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company  was  estab¬ 
lished.  A  century  later  its  then  president,  J.  Doyle  Dewitt,  would  be  an  ar¬ 
dent  numismatist  and  write  the  standard  reference  work  on  political  tokens 
and  medals. 

In  Idaho  Territory  a  gold  strike  was  made  in  Alder  Gulch,  touching  off 
another  gold  rush,  this  one  of  fairly  modest  proportions.  Later,  this  section 
of  Idaho  was  carved  off  to  form  Montana. 

In  the  field  of  literature,  Edward  Everett  Hale’s  The  Man  Without  a  Country 
was  published  and  would  go  on  to  become  an  American  classic.  Samuel  L. 
Clemens  (Mark  Twain)  was  on  the  staff  of  the  Territorial  Enterprise  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  City,  Nevada,  a  town  which  was  experiencing  great  prosperity  from  the 
Comstock  Lode.  Soon,  he  would  come  to  San  Francisco  and  write  about  the 
mint  there. 

Popular  songs  of  the  year  included  Clementine ,  The  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom, 
When  fohnny  Comes  Marching  Home,  and  The  Rock  Island  Line. 

In  England,  rules  were  established  for  soccer,  a  game  that  would  achieve 
great  international  prominence  but  would  not  be  a  first  ranking  sport  in  the 
United  States.  In  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York,  known  as  a  health  spa,  the 
first  large  racetrack  in  the  United  States  opened.  For  decades  to  come, 
Saratoga  Springs  would  be  the  center  of  horse  racing  in  this  country. 

In  the  Confederacy,  President  Jefferson  Davis  sought  to  alleviate  a  food 
shortage  by  suggesting  that  plantation  owners  plant  vegetables  instead  of 
cotton  and  tobacco.  By  mid-1863  it  took  $140  to  $150  in  legal  tender  “green¬ 
back”  paper  notes  to  buy  $100  worth  of  gold  coins.  Later,  that  same  $100  in 
gold  cost  $200  to  $220  in  paper,  and  paper  was  worth  45  to  50  cents  on  the 
dollar.  During  this  time  the  United  States  government  would  not  accept  its 
own  paper  money  for  the  purchase  of  Proof  coins  and  sets,  and  collectors 
were  forced  to  pay  in  coin.  Suspension  of  specie  payments  remained  in  ef¬ 
fect,  and  what  silver  and  gold  coins  were  minted  in  Philadelphia  did  not  cir¬ 
culate,  but  were  used  to  buy  goods  in  the  export  trade,  or  stayed  in  Treasury 
vaults.  Paper  money  would  not  trade  on  a  par  with  gold  and  silver  until  De¬ 
cember  1878.  Mintages  were  low  for  certain  series,  and  in  particular  the 
1863  $2.50  wras  struck  only  in  Proof  finish;  none  was  made  for  circulation. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  mintage  of  Indian  cents  was  very  generous.  The  lack 
of  specie  in  circulation  gave  rise  to  an  immense  variety  of  private  scrip  notes 
and  cent-size  copper  tokens. 

Meanwhile,  in  San  Francisco,  gold  and  silver  coins  remained  the  staples  of 
commerce,  and  not  a  piece  of  paper  money  was  in  sight. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  326. 

334  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  327. 

335  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  328. 

336  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  329. 

337  1863-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  335. 

338  1863-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  330. 
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Remarkable  MS-63  1864-S  Double  Eagle 

One  of  Only  Two  in  this  Grade 


339  1864-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  This  is  one  of 

only  two  MS-63  specimens  we  offer  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  find.  For  generations,  a  grade  such  as  EF-40  or  AU-50 
would  have  been  considered  exceptional.  This  is  a  “dream” 
coin,  the  likes  of  which  we  never  imagined  we  would  see! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  338. 


Remarkable  MS-63  1864-S  Double  Eagle 

Second  of  Only  Two  in  this  Grade 


340  1864-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  twin  to  the 

above,  and  worthy  of  the  same  commentary  and  unbounded 
enthusiasm.  How  exciting! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  339. 


Unusual  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


341  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  important 

coin  in  this  grade.  If  the  preceding  coins  did  not  exist,  this  and 
the  next  several  lots  would  break  auction  records.  This  trans¬ 
lates  into  opportunity  for  you,  as  all  of  the  coins  in  this  sale  will 
become  widely  scattered,  and  the  appearance  of  even  a  single 
MS-60  coin  will  be  remarkable. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  433. 


Splendid  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


342  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Still  another 

wonderful  specimen  of  a  double  eagle  variety  that  when  seen 
(. Brother  Jonathan  coins  excepted!)  is  likely  to  be  well  worn. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  340. 


Another  Gorgeous  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


343  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Beautiful  and 

rare.  How  lucky  you  are— how  lucky  we  are— how  lucky  the 
stockholders  in  Deep  Sea  Research  are  that  these  fantastic 
coins  were  found,  after  spending  over  130  years  at  the  bottom 
of  the  sea. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  341. 


Another  Notable  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


344  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Another!  One 

can  become  star  struck  at  seeing  this  lineup;  quite  like  visiting 
the  Rembrandt  room  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art!  How¬ 
ever,  reality  will  intervene  once  the  sale  is  over,  and  this  and  its 
companions  will  be  distributed  widely. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  342. 
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Grass  Valley,  California,  in  the  early  1850s.  This  and  many  other  small  towns  were  set  up  along  streams, 
gravel  banks,  and  foothills  to  accommodate  thousands  of  miners  who  were  seeking  their  fortunes.  Typically, 
an  inland  town  would  have  boarding  houses,  a  hotel  or  two,  several  saloons,  a  few  gambling  halls  or  tents, 
and  a  few  bordellos.  Completing  the  picture  would  be  an  assay  office  or  bank,  sometimes  several. 

For  diversion,  miners  who  had  gathered  a  bag  of  gold  dust  or  had  a  gold  ingot  or  two  would  take  a  coach 
and/ or  a  river  steamer  down  to  San  Francisco  Bay,  then  across  the  water  to  the  city.  In  San  Francisco  there 
were  many  amusements  and  diversions  to  beckon.  A  few  days  later,  after  losing  their  stake  at  the  El  Dorado 
gambling  saloon  or  some  other  watering  spot,  the  miner  would  head  back  to  Grass  Valley  or  another 
settlement. 

Regarding  Grass  Valley,  today  in  1999  this  is  a  thriving  town.  Gold  mining  is  now  history,  but  tourists  can 
savor  much  of  the  flavor  of  the  long-ago  era.  (Lithograph  by  J.J.  LeCount,  San  Francisco,  1852) 
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Lustrous  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


Final  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


345  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  can  imagine 

that  10  or  20  years  from  now  the  collectors  of  our  sale  cata¬ 
logues  (for  which,  we  are  told,  there  is  an  enthusiastic  follow¬ 
ing)  will  wish  that  they  were  here,  now,  in  1999.  What  an  op¬ 
portunity  you  now  have! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  343. 

Important  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


346  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  We  are  getting 

close  to  the  end  of  the  MS-62  category.  Be  aggressive  if  you 
have  not  bought  one  yet! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  344. 

Desirable  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


347  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  343. 


349  1864-S  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  hairlines. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  438. 


Lot  350 

Representative  photo  of  the  MS-61  grade. 


Desirable  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

350  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very'  desirable 
coin  at  this  grade  level.  Very  few  equivalent  coins  have  ever 
been  offered  at  auction  (until  now!). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  34  7. 

Another  Notable  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

351  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  348. 

Another  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

352  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  349. 

Another  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

353  18t)4-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  350. 


Next  to  Last  MS-62  1864-S  $20 


348  1864-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  That’s  it! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  346. 


Important  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

354  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Could  it  be  that 
this  one’s  for  you? 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  351. 

Rare  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

355  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  rare  coin 
anywhere  else  but  here!  Going,  going,  almost  gone! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  352. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  DIRECTORY. 


INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

436  CALIFORNIA  STREET, 

SAN  FRANCISCO, 

Insure  against  loss  or  damage  by  Fire,  on  Buildings,  Merchandise 
Wares,  and  other  Personal  Property. 

CASH  CAPITAL,^-  .  .  .  8750,000. 

ALL  PAID  UP  IN  GOLD  COIN. 

ALL  LOSSES  PAYABLE  IN  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COIE 

The  Personal  Liability  of  Stockholders,  under  the  law  of  this  State,  recognized. 
The  following  List  of  Directors  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  stability  and  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  Company : 


Louis  McLane, 

W.  C.  Ralston, 

J.  G.  Kittle, 

Lloyd  Tevis, 
Herman  Michels, 
Jonathan  Hunt, 
Alpheus  Bull, 
James  DeFremery, 
John  Wightman, 
Wm.  Norris, 

A.  Seligman, 

A.  L.  Tubbs, 

J.  Mora  Moss, 
Samuel  C.  Bigelow, 
J.  B.  Thomas, 

L.  B.  Benchley, 
Wm.  Sherman, 

J.  G.  Bray, 

J.  B.  Newton, 

H.  L.  Dodge, 

D.  Stern, 

H.  M.  Newhall, 
Wm.  M.  Lent, 


Wm.  Scholle, 
Edward  Martin, 

D.  J.  Oliver, 

Wm.  Alvord, 

Henry  Carlton,  Jr. 
A.  B.  Forbes, 

L.  Sachs, 

A.  G.  Stiles, 
Frederick  Billings, 
J.  G.  Kellogg, 

H.  F.  Teschmacher, 
Geo.  H.  Howard, 

J.  Whitney,  Jr. 

E.  L.  Goldstein, 
Moses  Ellis, 

Wm.  T.  Coleman, 
John  0.  Earl, 

A.  Hayward, 

S.  M.  Wilson, 

H.  Hanssmann, 
William  Sharon, 

G.  W.  Beaver, 

Elie  Lazard, 


Erwin  Davis, 
Charles  Mayne, 
Moses  Heller, 

Asa  T.  Lawton, 
Adam  Grant, 
Morton  Cheesman, 
J.  Lohman, 

Sacramento : 
Edgar  Mills, 
Sacramento : 

C.  T.  Wheeler, 

Sacramento : 
T.  R.  Anthony, 
Stockton  : 

J.  H.  Jewett, 
Marysville : 

D.  W.  C.  Rice, 

Marysville : 

J.  C.  Ainsworth, 
Portland,  O. 
W  S.  Ladd, 
Portland,  O. 


A.  J.  RALSTON,  Secretary. 


J.  HUNT,  President 


Gold  was  king  in  San  Francisco  in  1865,  and  paper  money  was  not 
wanted.  This  advertisement  by  the  Pacific  Insurance  Company  pays 
particular  attention  to  gold  coins  (as  did  numerous  other  notices  of  the 
era;  in  fact,  not  one  company  dared  to  say  it  would  pay  in  paper  money!). 
The  careful  observer  of  the  names  associated  with  the  Pacific  Insurance 
Company  will  notice  several  that  are  otherwise  well  known  in  California 
history,  including  John  Glover  Kellogg,  of  private  gold  coin  minting 
fame,  J.  Whitney,  Jr.  (of  the  California  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  owner  of 
the  S.S.  Brother Jonathan ),  and  W.S.  Ladd  (of  Ladd  8c  Tilton,  Portland, 
Oregon  bankers  and  counterstampers  of  coins).  (Langley’s  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Directory,  1864-5,  the  latest  edition  by  July  28,  1865) 
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Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1864 

Production  of  coins  in  San  Francisco  in  1864  included  all  silver 
denominations  from  the  half  dime  to  the  half  dollar  and  the  higher  gold 
values  of  $5,  $10,  and  $20.  In  keeping  with  tradition  and  practice,  and 
driven  by  market  demand,  the  large  $20  double  eagle  continued  to  be  the 
coin  of  choice,  and  more  were  made  of  these  than  of  any  other  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  production  of  $5  and  $10  coins  was  minuscule. 

Continuing  the  situation  in  effect  since  early  1861,  there  were  just  two 
mints  in  operation  in  the  United  States:  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco. 
There  was  a  major  problem  involving  a  combination  of  delayed  payment 
of  Mint  employees  and  the  continuing  depreciation  in  purchasing  power 
of  Legal  Tender  notes  in  which  they  were  paid.  Mass  resignations  were 
threatened,  but  were  averted  by  Director  Robert  B.  Swain. 

In  the  summer  of  1864  Samuel  L.  Clemens  (“Mark  Twain”)  was  a 
reporter  for  the  San  Francisco  Call,  located  in  the  same  building  adjacent 
to  the  San  Francisco  Mint  where  Superintendent  Robert  B.  Swain  had  his 
offices  in  rented  premises.  Clemens  came  to  know  Swain,  and  at  one  time 
was  cordially  invited  to  dinner  at  the  superintendent’s  home.  The  follow¬ 
ing  newspaper  clippings  from  the  Call  reflect  upon  Clemens’  view  of  Mint 
and  related  activities  at  the  time: 

Custom  House  Resignations  (July  31,  1864)  as  reported  by  Mark 
Twain  (Samuel  L.  Clemens). 

Yesterday  afternoon,  the  deputy  collector,  auditor,  and  15  other 
Custom  House  officers  sent  in  their  resignations,  assigning  as  a  reason  for 
doing  so,  that  with  green-backs  at  the  present  rates,  (40tf),  their  wages 
were  less  than  those  received  by  day  laborers,  and  being  inadequate  to 
defray  the  expense  of  living,  they  were  compelled  to  resign.  Custom 
House  salaries  are  not  very  heavy,  even  when  paid  in  gold.  We  are 
informed  that  the  Collector  telegraphed  to  Washington  at  once  concern¬ 
ing  the  matter. 

Greenbacks  Refused  (August  2,  1864)  as  reported  by  Mark  Twain. 

Last  Saturday,  1 1  inspectors  in  the  barge  office  of  the  Custom  House 
received  a  call  from  the  Poll-tax  Collector,  and  they  tendered  their 
indebtedness  in  the  kind  of  money  their  salaries  are  paid  in— green-backs. 
The  Collector  said  he  was  not  allowed  to  take  anything  but  coin,  and  the 
inspectors  said  they  would  suffer  imprisonment  before  they  would  pay  in 
anything  but  green-backs. 

The  soundness  of  this  position  will  be  appreciated  when  you  come  to 
reflect  that  they  only  get  four  dollars  a  day,  anyhow,  and  when  that  sum 
is  mashed  into  green-backs  at  present  rates,  it  only  amounts  to  about  a 
dollar  and  a  half  a  day.  Now,  estimating  their  actual  living  expenses  at  a 
dollar  and  forty-five  cents  a  day— and  it  cannot  fall  below  that  while  they 
continue  to  eat  anything— how  long  would  it  take  one  of  those  inspectors 
to  pay  this  oppressive  Poll-tax  in  coin  out  of  the  clear  profits  of  his  labor? 
Why,  it  would  take  two  months  and  three  weeks,  as  nearly  as  you  could 
come  at  it;  as  the  amount  of  the  tax  is  four  dollars. 

Meanwhile,  at  the  Treasury  Offices  (August  4,  1864)  as  reported  by 
Mark  Twain. 

Even  though  Custom  House  clerks.  Mint  employees,  and  others  were 
suffering  in  California  as  a  result  of  the  extreme  depreciation  of  Legal 
Tender  notes,  worth  about  40C  on  the  dollar,  2,500  miles  away  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  secretary  of  the  Treasury,  had  no 
problems  keeping  up  appearances,  per  Clemens: 

Secretary  Chase’s  private  offices  at  Washington  are  fitted  with  Axminster 
carpets,  gilded  ceilings,  velvet  furniture,  and  other  luxurious  surround¬ 
ings  which  go  to  hedge  about  a  Cabinet  Minister  with  a  dignity  quite 
appalling  to  the  unaccustomed  outsider. 

Five  minutes  after  a  Custom  House  clerk  [in  San  Francisco]  had  read 
this  item,  and  with  the  recollection  of  it  still  upon  him,  he  was  paid  his 
monthly  salary  in  green  backs,  and  the  consequence  was  he  lost  his 
temper,  and  became  profane  to  a  degree  approaching  lunacy. 

Miseries  at  the  Mint  (August  10,  1864)  as  reported  by  Mark  Twain. 

When  the  branch  mint  was  established  in  this  city,  it  was  upon  the 
calculation  that  its  annual  coinage  would  amount  to  about  five  million. 


Upon  that  supposition,  its  organization  as 
to  number  of  officials,  accommodation, 
and  the  pay  of  the  employees  was  fixed. 

Although  the  coinage  has  about  qua¬ 
drupled  what  was  calculated  upon,  nei¬ 
ther  accommodations,  employees  nor  com¬ 
pensation  have  been  increased.  On  the 
contrary,  the  pay  is  now  in  green-backs 
instead  of  gold,  and  the  payment  often 
delayed,  as  at  present,  for  four  months, 
through  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  some¬ 
one  in  Washington. 

However,  Congress  made  an  appropriation  at  its  last  session  for  a  new 
mint  here,  and  we  hope  that  something  may  come  of  it  different  from  the 
present  miserable  kennel  called  a  mint,  and  that  something  may  also  be 
done  for  the  relief  of  the  unpaid  men  and  women  who  perform  the  labors 
of  the  institution.  Herewith  we  give  a  synopsis  of  the  business  done  by  the 
Branch  Mint  in  this  city  for  the  last  12  months.  It  will  be  seen  that,  instead 
of  five,  the  coinage  has  been  nearly  20  million.  [Here  was  inserted  a 
statement  of  San  Francisco  Mint  operations  for  the  two  most  recent  fiscal 
years.] 

More  Mint  Trouble  (September  25,  1864 )  as  reported  by  Mark  Twain. 

A  report  is  abroad  that  the  branch  mint  is  about  to  close— that  the 
employees,  being  no  longer  able  to  support  themselves  and  families  on 
the  mere  prospect  of  getting  the  salaries  due  them  paid  some  day  or  other, 
have  given  notice  that  unless  their  accounts  are  previously  squared,  they 
will  quit  work  in  a  body  on  the  30th  instant.  These  reports  were  not 
without  foundation.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  however,  that  the  mint 
is  not  going  to  stop,  nor  the  men  be  allowed  to  suffer  much  longer  for  the 
moneys  due  them.  Within  two  weeks,  or  at  farthest,  three,  all  cause  of 
complaint  will  be  removed,  and  the  employees  themselves  have  been 
satisfied  of  this  fact.  We  get  our  information  at  headquarters. 

More  Hard  Times  at  the  Mint  (October  2,  1864)  as  reported  by  Mark 
Twain. 

All  of  the  officials  in  the  Mint  have,  for  the  last  six  months,  had  a  hard 
time  of  it,  and  some  of  them  a  very  hard  one.  For  six  months  they  had 
received  nothing  until  yesterday,  although  there  has  been  money  enough 
here  to  pay  a  portion  of  their  demands.  Some  technical  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Cheesman,  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause. 
(Cheesman,  who  advocated  the  use  of  Legal  Tender  notes  in  general 
circulation  in  California,  was  intensely  disliked  by  Clemens.  In  1866, 
Cheesman’s  brother-in-law,  William  Macy,  cashier  at  the  Mint,  absconded 
with  $39,000;  one  can  imagine  Clemens  saying  “I  told  you  so.”) 

Latterly,  Mr.  Swain,  the  Superintendent,  after  long  effort,  succeeded 
in  getting  a  positive  order  to  use  any  money  to  the  credit  of  the  mint  in 
the  payment  of  the  officials.  As  Treasury  Notes  have  fallen  very  much 
since  a  portion  of  their  pay  was  due,  Mr.  Swain,  having  authority,  allowed 
the  payrolls  to  be  made  out  in  such  amounts  as  would  make  up  to  the 
recipients  an  amount  in  gold  at  present  prices  of  green-backs  equal  to 
what  their  pay  would  have  been  if  received  when  due.  This  is  strictly  just. 
Most  of  the  officials  were  thus  paid  three  months’  salaries  of  the  six  due. 
But  two  of  the  unfortunate  clerks  chance  to  be  the  appointees  of  the 
Treasurer,  who  objected  to  pay  their  salaries  unless  the  additions  men¬ 
tioned  were  abated. 

Mr.  Swain  declined  to  thus  make  out  their  payrolls,  knowing  that  if  thus 
paid  they  would  resign.  They  are  faithful,  honest,  competent,  and  he 
cannot  at  once,  if  at  all,  supply  their  places.  If  they  resign,  the  operations 
of  the  mint  must  stop  for  awhile,  at  least,  and  they  cannot  afford  to  remain 
for  the  pay  insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Cheesman.  The  result  yesterday  was,  that 
after  waiting  six  months  for  their  pay,  they  left  the  mint,  not  having 
received  a  dollar.  They  are  poor  men,  we  hear,  and  greatly  need  their  pay. 

If  the  operations  of  the  mint  should  cease  to-morrow  we  presume  it  will 
be  because  Mr.  Cheesman  desired  to  make  capital  with  the  Secretary  at 
the  expense  of  Mr.  Swain,  by  showing  that  his  appointees  can  be  forced 
to  submit  to  any  loss  which  his  own  pertinacious  technicalities  have 
caused.  The  treatment  of  these  men  is  not  only  unjust  by  cruel,  and  the 
effect  upon  the  public  will  probably  be  great  inconvenience  and  loss  to  all 
who  have  dealings  with  the  mint. 
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Swain:  “Standing  on  a  volcano” 

The  following  is  reflective  of  the  situation  reported  in  the  Call  by  Mark 
Twain: 

In  April,  greenback  notes  had  been  worth  63%  of  face  value,  but  by 
September  they  had  dropped  tojust  40%  of  face,  according  to  Swain,  a  fine 
gentleman  once  described  by  Clemens  (Twain)  as  “a  merchant  prince  of 
pure  reputation.” 

Superintendent  Robert  B.  Swain,  while  active  in  the  private  sector,  held 
down  his  office  as  superintendent  at  the  mint.  Employees  threatened  to 
resign  if  payment  plus  an  adjustment  for  depreciation  were  not  made  by 
September  30.  To  circumvent  this  possibility,  Superintendent  Swain 
informed  Director  James  Pollock  in  Philadelphia  as  follows:  “Aware  of  the 
justice  of  their  demands  I  accordingly  ordered  that  the  payroll  be  prepared 
at  the  rate  of  increase  which  would  correspond  with  the  depreciation  of 
currency.”  [Thanks  to  R.W.  Julian  for  furnishing  this  citation.] 

Swain  went  on  to  say  that  the  payment  of  wages  in  depreciated  currency 
could  not  continue  if  the  mint  expected  to  retain  competent  people  “of 
well-tried  character,  honesty,  and  capacity.”  Indeed,  dishonest  employees 
had  been  a  major  problem  for  some  time.  He  also  addressed  the  political 
situation  in  California: 

“There  is  another  reason  why  it  is  desirable  and  essential  to  the  public 
peace  that  the  claims  of  the  men  should  be  met  and  the  public  business  not 
be  interrupted.  A  political  aspect  of  affairs  in  this  state  is  very  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  As  one  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  13  gentlemen  I  have 
means  of  information  possessed  by  but  few,  and  I  exaggerate  nothing  in 
saying  that  here  we  are  standing  on  a  volcano. 

“The  secessionists  in  this  state,  so  peculiarly  adopted  to  guerrilla 
warfare,  are  confident  and  exultant  over  their  prospects.  They  claim  that 
they  can  and  will  carry  the  state.  They  are  well  organized.  Secret  societies 
have  been  collecting  arms  and  ammunition  for  a  long  time  and  are 
preparing  to  enforce  their  claims  at  the  point  of  a  bayonet.  If  the  Civil  War 
be  inaugurated  here  I  am  sure  it  will  embarrass  the  government  more  than 
the  Civil  War  in  any  state  in  the  Union. 

“Besides,  the  production  and  exportation  of  gold  would  cease  at  once. 
If  the  operation  of  the  mint  were  to  cease,  and  we  were  to  fail  to  pay 


depositors  no  one  can  tell  how  far  such  a  misfortune  were  to  go  toward 
precipitating  a  collision.  Probably  500  to  1,000  men,  mosdy  miners,  have 
deposits  of  bullion  here.  The  failure  to  pay  them  would  be  seized  upon  by 
secessionists  as  a  strong  argument  against  government.  These  depositors  are 
distributed  through  every  part  of  the  state,  and  their  unfavorable  influence 
would  be  great. 

“I  have  been  waited  upon  by  scores  of  merchants  and  by  every  banker 
and  assayer  and  refiner  of  bullion  praying  that  under  no  circumstances 
should  the  Mint  be  allowed  to  stop  operations.  It  would  not  be  improper 
for  me  to  remark  that  the  bankers  have  formally  waited  upon  me  and 
offered  to  advance  the  full  amount  of  wages  due  to  men  for  six  months 
rather  than  be  subjected  to  the  serious  risks  and  circumstances  and 
inconveniences  which  were  to  rise  from  a  suspension  of  the  regular 
business  of  the  Mint 

“As  a  public  officer  it  is  my  duty  to  pursue  such  a  course  and  my 
legitimate  authority  as  may  insure  the  credit  of  this  department  and  the 
well  being  of  the  country,  and  these  have  been  the  influences  which  have 
controlled  me  in  my  action.  I  may  here  add  that  since  working  out 
[calculating]  the  payrolls  which  the  Treasury  refuses  to  pay  and  which  were 
based  upon  reduction  of  40%  at  43%  for  currency,  same  [discount  on 
paper  money]  has  advanced  to  48%  at  50%.  I  do  not  pay  telegraphic 
dispatches  here  because  equivalent  of  gold  is  required,  whereas  if  paid  in 
Philadelphia  currency  will  be  received. 

“I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc. 

“R.B.  Swain,  superintendent. 

“Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  represent  these  facts  to  the  honorable 
secretary  of  the  Treasury?”  [Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Salmon  P.  Chase  was 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  final  decisions  were  made.] 

After  lengthy  correspondence,  delays,  and  hesitation  at  the  Treasury 
Department  in  Washington,  some  adjustments  were  made  to  the  salaries 
to  reflect  the  currency  depreciation  that  had  taken  place  during  the  year. 
Bitterness  continued,  and  as  Clemens  had  reported  in  the  Call,  at  least  two 
valuable  employees,  poor  men,  had  been  forced  to  resign  as  they  could  not 
live  on  a  salary  paid  at  a  rate  of  40tf  on  the  dollar  or,  in  their  instance,  not 
paid  at  all! 


Another  Nice  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

356  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  353. 

Yet  Another  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

357  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  354. 

Final  MS-61  1864-S  $20 

358  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  355. 

Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20 

359  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  356. 

Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20 

360  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Hey!  You  just 
don’t  find  such  coins!  (Except  right  here,  and  the  opportunity 
is  quickly  passing!) 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  357. 


Lot  359 

Representative  photo  of  the  MS-60  grade. 


Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20 

361  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  358. 

Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20 

Time  is  Running  Out 

362  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Our  offering  of 
Mint  State  1864-S  double  eagles  is  nearing  an  end. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  359. 
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Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20s 

Going,  Going,  Nearly  Gone! 

363  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  360. 

Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20 

Next  to  Last  Chance  for  MS-60! 

364  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  361. 

Lustrous  MS-60  1864-S  $20 

Last  Call  for  MS-60! 

365  1864-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  938. 


Lot  366 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-58  grade. 


366  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  362. 

367  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  363. 

368  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  364. 

369  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  365. 

370  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  366. 

371  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  367. 

372  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  368. 

373  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  369. 

374  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  370. 

375  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  371. 

376  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  372. 

377  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  373. 

378  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  374. 


379  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  375. 

380  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  376. 

381  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  377. 

382  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  378. 

383  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  379. 

384  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  380. 

385  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  38 1. 

386  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  382. 

387  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  383. 

388  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

•  Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  384. 

389  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  385. 

390  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  386. 

391  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  387. 

392  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-I-T-Y:  A  lovely  1864-S  such  as  this,  of  a  quality  seldom 
seen  before  the  present  treasure  offering,  represents  a  great  opportunity  to 
add  a  numismatic  classic  to  a  set  of  gold  coins  by  design  types. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  388. 

393  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  389. 

394  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  390. 

395  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  391. 

396  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  392. 

397  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  948. 

398  1864-S  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  of  MS-61  prooflike,  abrasions 
on  obverse. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  441. 

399  1864-S  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  of  MS-61,  abrasions  in  obverse 
fields. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  437. 
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Gold  Rush  Portfolio 


Scene  at  a  wharf  in  San  Francisco.  The  steamers  Antelope  and  Stockton  serviced  San  Francisco  bay  and  went 
upriver  to  Sacramento  and  Stockton.  In  the  1860s  the  Antelope  was  owned  by  the  California  Steam  Navigation 
Co.,  owners  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  as  well.  By  that  time  the  Antelope  already  had  a  niche  in  California 
history,  for  on  April  14,  1860,  the  first  Pony  Express  mail  arrived  in  San  Francisco,  connecting  by  river 
steamer  from  Sacramento  aboard  the  Antelope.  The  town  went  wild,  and  a  celebration  in  the  streets  included 
fire  equipment,  Jessie  Benton  Fremont,  and  other  luminaries.  A  band  played  Hail  the  Conquering  Hero  Comes. 
Fourteen  letters  addressed  to  local  addresses  were  delivered.  ( Hutchings’  California  Magazine ) 
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400  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  mint  lustre  remain¬ 
ing. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  337. 

401  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  393. 

402  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  394. 

403  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  395. 

404  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  396. 

405  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  397. 

406  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  398. 

407  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  399. 

408  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  400. 

409  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  401. 

410  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  402. 

411  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  403. 

412  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

American  history  notes:  The  Civil  War  continued  to  rage.  On  February 
15th,  General  William  Tecumseh  Sherman’s  troops  occupied  Meridian,  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  Little  known  today  is  the  fact  that  a  few  years  earlier  in  the  1850s, 
Sherman  was  in  charge  of  a  bank  in  San  Francisco,  and  routinely  handled 
double  eagles  by  the  thousands. 

On  March  10th,  U.S.  Grant  was  placed  in  command  of  all  Union  armies. 
During  the  first  week  of  June,  Lee  defeated  Grant  at  the  Battle  of  Cold 
Springs  Harbor,  after  which  General  Sherman  was  overwhelmingly  defeated 
in  Georgia  in  the  Battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain.  In  July,  the  Battle  of  Atlanta 
saw  victory  for  Sherman.  In  November,  Sherman  led  his  60,000  troops  on  a 
30-  to  60-mile-wide  swath  of  devastation  through  Georgia  to  the  seacoast-an 
act  remembered  even  today  with  horror. 

In  the  presidential  election,  Lincoln,  with  55%  of  the  popular  votes,  beat 
Democrat  General  George  McClellan,  the  latter  considered  to  be  the  candi¬ 
date  of  choice  for  those  who  may  not  have  liked  McClellan,  but  who  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  like  Lincoln. 


Nevada  became  the  36th  state  in  the  Union.  On  May  26th,  Montana  Terri¬ 
tory  was  created  from  part  of  Idaho  Territory,  the  aforementioned  (under 
1863)  section  containing  Alder  Gulch.  Gold  explorations  and  discoveries 
continued  in  Montana,  centered  in  Virginia  City,  a  town  with  the  same 
name  as  that  at  the  center  of  silver-mining  activity  in  Nevada. 

Congress  voted  to  set  aside  Yosemite  Valley  as  the  first  national  scenic  re¬ 
serve.  Crops  in  Europe  failed  once  again,  and  much  wheat  was  shipped 
there  by  traders  in  the  North.  In  the  meantime,  there  were  food  shortages  in 
parts  of  the  South.  In  a  situation  which  became  famous  in  the  annals  of  the 
security  business,  Daniel  Drew  and  certain  New  York  politicians  sold  New 
York  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  short.  In  the  meantime,  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt  had  bought  up  all  of  the  available  supply  of  shares,  plus  calls  for 
an  additional  27,000.  Forced  to  the  wall  by  Vanderbilt,  Drew  and  his  associ¬ 
ates  sustained  tremendous  losses  when  they  were  forced  to  buy  from 
Vanderbilt  for  $285  per  share. 

The  value  of  legal  tender  “greenback”  notes  went  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
on  July  11th,  a  $10  paper  note  was  worth  just  $3.90  in  silver  coins.  In  the 
Confederacy,  a  $10  note  was  worth  just  46C  in  coin.  The  Act  of  April  22, 
1864  discontinued  the  copper-nickel  alloy  for  cents,  and  authorized  mintage 
of  cents  and  two-cent  pieces  in  “French  bronze,”  an  alloy  continued  in  use 
(for  cents)  through  much  of  the  first  half  of  the  20th  century.  The  two-cent 
coins  were  the  first  to  circulate  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST;  this  motto  ap¬ 
peared  on  silver  denominations,  25tf  and  up,  gold  $5  and  up,  beginning  in 
1866.  Cents  struck  later  in  the  year  bore  Longacre’s  initial  L  on  the  bonnet 
ribbon;  the  gold  dollar  had  shown  the  L  since  1849,  the  $3  and  $20  dis¬ 
played  JBL  on  the  neck  truncation  from  the  beginning  of  these  denomina¬ 
tions.  Philadelphia  mintages  of  most  silver  and  gold  denominations  re¬ 
mained  low  for  much  the  same  reasons  as  in  1863. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  404. 

413  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  405. 

414  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  406. 

415  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  407. 

416  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  408. 

417  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  409. 

418  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  410. 

419  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  411. 

420  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  412. 

421  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  413. 

422  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  414. 

423  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  415. 

424  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  416. 

425  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  421. 

426  1864-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  436. 
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Bret  Harte  at  the  Mint 

In  1864  Bret  Harte,  who  was  to  become  one  of  America’s  best-known  19  th 
century  authors,  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  superintendent  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  whose  office  was  situated  in  leased  premises  apart  from  the 
mint.  A  biographical  sketch  of  Harte  follows  and  includes  a  role  played  by 
the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan: 

Harte,  born  Francis  Brett  (sic)  Harte  in  Albany,  New  York,  on  August  25, 
1839,  came  to  San  Francisco  aboard  the  Brother  Jonathan  in  1854,  joining 
his  mother  who  had  arrived  the  year  before.  He  tried  several  occupations 
including  tutoring,  clerking  in  a  drug  store,  and  working  for  an  express 
company.  Along  the  way  he  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  mining  camps  and 
to  work  as  a  gold-seeker,  probably  within  a  year  or  two  after  he  came  to  the 
state. 

Writing  had  been  an  interest  for  a  long  time,  and  at  age  1 1  he  had  a  poem 
printed  in  the  New  York  Sunday  Morning  Atlas.  During  the  1 850s  he  contributed 
articles  to  several  publications  including  in  San  Francisco.  From  about  1857 
to  1860  Harte  worked  in  Union  (later  known  as  Areata),  where  he  had  gone 
with  a  married  sister.  Among  his  jobs  was  writing  for  the  local  paper,  the 
Northern  Californian.  On  February  2,  1860,  a  massacre  of  Indians  took  place 
on  Gunther’s  Island  near  Areata,  and  60  law-abiding,  peaceful  natives  were 
murdered  by  a  gang  of  white  hoodlums.  Upon  learning  of  this,  Harte  wrote 
a  piece  favorable  to  the  Indians,  who  were  viewed  as  outcasts  by  many  if  not 
most  white  men  who  had  taken  over  their  territory  (although  few  condoned 
their  massacre).  Quite  possibly,  Harte  was  no  longer  welcome  in  Areata. 

Returning  to  San  Francisco  in  1860,  he  was  hired  as  a  typesetter  for  the 
Golden  Era.  His  witty  stories  and  anecdotes  attracted  attention,  and  in  1864 
he  participated  in  the  founding  of  The  Californian,  a  literary  weekly,  which 
eventually  contained  a  series  of  articles  later  (1867)  published  in  book  form, 
“Condensed  Novels."  On  August  11, 1862,  he  married  Anna  Griswold,  who 
had  come  to  California  from  New  York.  Although  she  is  recorded  (by  Mark 
Twain)  as  being  a  fine  lady,  the  marriage  was  not  a  love  match,  and  Harte 
often  ignored  her  and  the  couple’s  children. 

Harte  became  a  friend  of  the  charming  and  talented  Jessie  Benton 
Fremont,  who  beginning  in  1 86 1  provided  him  with  entrees  to  several  minor 
political  appointments.  In  1864  he  was  named  as  the  personal  secretary  to 
Superintendent  Robert  B.  Swain  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  who  had  noticed 
his  acumen  as  a  writer.  Swain’s  office  and  Harte’s  office  were  in  the  Call 
Building  next  door,  there  not  being  room  for  the  superintendent’s  office 
and  staff  in  the  San  Francisco  Mint  itself.  In  his  position  under  Swain,  Bret 
Harte  had  a  steady  income  (even  though  it  was  paid  in  the  detested  Legal 
Tender  notes)  which  permitted  him  to  engage  in  writing  on  the  side, 
including  creating  articles  for  and  occasionally  editing  The  Californian,  at 
$20  per  week.  At  the  time  of  his  mint  appointment  he  and  his  wife  lived  at 
40  Silver  Street. 

Remaining  at  the  mint  for  six  years,  Harte  wrote  prolifically,  including 
John  Burns  of  Gettysburg,"  “The  Pliocene  Skull,”  and  “The  Society  Upon 
the  Stanislaus.  In  July  1868  the  Overland  Monthly  was  launched  with  Harte 
as  its  editor  and  part  owner.  The  second  issue  included  his  story,  “The  Luck 
of  Roaring  Camp,"  followed  in  January  1869  by  “The  Outcasts  of  Poker 
Flat.  F  ame  was  his,  and  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  America’s  most  talented 
writers.  However,  in  later  years  his  spark  became  subdued,  and  despite  a 
prolific  output,  none  of  his  later  works  were  as  highly  acclaimed  as  his  Gold 
Rush  era  stories.  In  June  1 878  he  left  his  family  behind  and  sailed  to  Europe, 
never  returning  to  the  United  States.  His  wife  came  to  join  him  in  England 
in  1898,  but  the  couple  lived  apart,  even  though  she  shared  in  his  earnings. 
Harte  died  of  cancer  in  England  on  May  5,  1902,  and  left  a  modest  estate 
valued  at  only  a  few  hundred  pounds. 

Mark  Twain  remembered  Bret  Harte,  but  not  exactly  as  Harte  might 
have  wanted  him  to  (cf.  The  Autobiography  of  Mark  Twain,  edited  by  Charles 
Neider,  1961.  Twain’s  comments  about  Harte  were  written  in  1906,  four 
years  after  Harte’s  death.): 

In  those  ancient  times  the  counting  room  of  the  Morning  Call  was  on  the 
ground  floor;  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Mint  was 
on  the  next  floor  above,  with  Bret  Harte  as  private  secretary  of  the 
superintendent.  The  quarters  of  the  editorial  staff  and  the  reporters  were  on 
the  third  floor,  and  the  composing  room  on  the  fourth  and  final  floor.  I 
spent  a  good  deal  of  time  with  Bret  Harte  in  his  office  after  Smiggy  McGlural 


came,  but  not  before  that.  Harte  was  doing  a  good  deal  of  writing  for  the 
Californian— contributing  to  “Condensed  Novels”  and  sketches  to  it  and  also 
acting  as  editor,  I  think.  I  was  a  contributor.  So  was  Charles  H.  Webb;  also 
Prentiss  Mulford;  also  a  young  lawyer  named  Hastings,  who  gave  promise 
of  distinguishing  himself  in  literature  some  day.  Charles  Warren  Stoddard 
was  a  contributor.  Ambrose  Bierce,  who  is  still  writing  acceptably  for  the 
magazines  today  and  was  then  employed  on  some  paper  in  San  Francisco— 
The  Golden  Era,  perhaps.  We  had  very  good  times  together-very  social  and 
pleasant  times.  But  that  was  after  Smiggy  McGlural  came  to  my  assistance; 
there  was  no  leisure  before  that.  Smiggy  was  a  great  advantage  to  me— during 
thirty  days.  Then  he  turned  into  a  disaster. 

It  was  Mr.  Swain,  superintendent  of  the  mint,  who  discovered  Bret  Harte. 
Harte  had  arrived  in  California  in  the  fifties,  23  or  24  years  old,  and  had 
wandered  up  into  the  surface  diggings  of  the  camp  at  Yreka,  a  place  which 
had  acquired  its  curious  name  through  an  accident.  There  was  a  bakeshop 
with  a  canvas  sign  which  had  not  yet  been  put  up  but  had  been  painted  and 
stretched  to  dry  in  such  a  way  that  the  word  BAKERY,  all  but  the  B,  showed 
through  and  was  reversed.  A  stranger  read  it  wrong  end  first,  YREKA,  and 
supposed  that  that  was  the  name  of  the  camp.  The  campers  were  satisfied 
with  it  and  adopted  it. 

Harte  taught  school  in  that  camp  several  months.  He  also  edited  the 
weekly  rag  which  was  doing  duty  as  a  newspaper.  He  spent  a  little  time  also 
in  the  pocket-mining  camp  of  Jackass  Gulch  (where  I  tarried,  some  years 
later,  during  three  months).  It  was  at  Yreka  and  Jackass  Gulch  that  Harte 
learned  to  accurately  observe  and  put  with  photographic  exactness  on  paper 
the  woodland  scenery  of  California  and  the  general  country  aspects— the 
stagecoach,  its  driver  and  its  passengers,  and  the  clothing  and  general  style 
of  the  surface  miner,  the  gambler  and  their  women;  and  it  was  also  in  these 
places  that  he  learned,  without  the  trouble  of  observing,  all  that  he  didn’t 
know  about  mining,  and  how  to  make  it  read  as  if  an  expert  were  behind  the 
pen.  It  was  in  those  places  that  he  also  learned  how  to  fascinate  Europe  and 
America  with  the  quaint  dialect  of  the  miner— a  dialect  which  no  man  in 
heaven  or  earth  had  ever  used  until  Harte  invented  it.  With  Harte  it  died, 
but  it  was  no  loss.  By  and  by  he  came  to  San  Francisco.  He  was  a  compositor 
by  trade  and  got  work  in  The  Golden  Era  office  at  ten  dollars  a  week. 

Harte  was  paid  for  setting,  but  he  lightened  his  labors  and  entertained 
himself  by  contributing  literature  to  the  paper,  uninvited.  The  editor  and 
proprietor,  Joe  Lawrence,  never  saw  Harte’s  manuscripts,  because  there 
weren’t  any.  Harte  spun  his  literature  out  of  his  head  while  at  work  at  the 
case,  and  set  it  up  as  he  spun.  The  Golden  Era  was  ostensibly  and  ostenta¬ 
tiously  a  literary  paper,  but  its  literature  was  pretty  feeble  and  sloppy  and 
only  exhibited  the  literary  forms,  without  really  being  literature.  Mr.  Swain, 
the  superintendent  of  the  Mint,  noticed  a  new  note  in  that  Golden  Era 
orchestra— a  new  and  fresh  and  spirited  note  that  rose  above  that  orchestra’s 
mumbling  confusion  and  was  recognizable  as  music.  He  askedjoe  Lawrence 
who  the  performer  was  and  Lawrence  told  him.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  Swain  a 
shame  that  Harte  should  be  wasting  himself  in  such  a  place  and  on  such  a 
pittance  so  he  took  him  away,  made  him  his  private  secretary  on  a  good 
salary,  with  little  or  nothing  to  do,  and  told  him  to  follow  his  own  bent  and 
develop  his  talent.  Harte  was  willing  and  the  development  began. 

Bret  Harte  was  one  of  the  pleasantest  men  I  have  ever  known.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  unpleasantest  men  I  have  ever  known.  He  was  showy,  meretri¬ 
cious,  insincere;  and  he  constantly  advertised  these  qualities  in  his  dress.  He 
was  distinctly  pretty,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  his  face  was  badly  pitted  with 
smallpox.  In  the  days  when  he  could  afford  it— and  in  the  days  when  he 
couldn’t— his  clothes  always  exceeded  the  fashion  by  a  shade  or  two.  He  was 
always  conspicuously  a  little  more  intensely  fashionable  than  the  fashionablest 
of  the  rest  of  the  community.  He  had  good  taste  in  clothes.  With  all  his 
conspicuousness  there  was  never  anything  really  loud  nor  offensive  about 
them.  They  always  had  a  single  smart  little  accent,  effectively  located,  and 
that  accent  would  have  distinguished  Harte  from  any  other  of  the 
ultrafashionables.  Oftenest  it  was  his  necktie.  Always  it  was  of  a  single  color, 
and  intense.  Most  frequently,  perhaps,  it  was  crimson— a  flash  of  flame  under 
his  chin;  or  it  was  indigo  blue  and  as  hot  and  vivid  as  if  one  of  those  splendid 
and  luminous  Brazilian  butterflies  had  lighted  there.  Harte’s  dainty  self- 
complacencies  extended  to  his  carriage  and  gait.  His  carriage  was  graceful 
and  easy,  his  gait  was  of  the  mincing  sort  but  was  the  right  gait  for  him,  for 
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an  unaffected  one  would  not  have  harmonized  with  the  rest  of  the  man  and 
the  clothes. 

He  hadn  t  a  sincere  fiber  in  him.  I  think  he  was  incapable  of  emotion,  for 
I  think  he  had  nothing  to  feel  with.  I  think  his  heart  was  merely  a  pump  and 
had  no  other  function.  I  am  almost  moved  to  say  I  know  it  had  no  other 
function.  I  knew  him  intimately  in  the  days  when  he  was  private  secretary  on 
the  second  floor  and  I  a  fading  and  perishing  reporter  on  the  third,  with 
Smiggy  McGlural  looming  doomfully  in  the  near  distance.  I  knew  him 
intimately  when  he  came  east  five  years  later  in  1870  to  take  the  editorship 
of  the  proposed  Lakeside  Monthly  in  Chicago.... 


In  the  early  days  I  liked  Bret  Harte  and  so  did  the  others,  but  by  and  by 
I  got  over  it;  so  also  did  the  others.  He  couldn’t  keep  a  friend  permanently. 
He  wras  bad,  distinctly  bad;  he  had  no  feeling,  he  had  no  conscience.  His  w  ife 
was  all  that  a  good  woman,  a  good  wife,  a  good  mother  and  a  good  friend 
can  be;  but  when  he  went  to  Europe  as  consul  he  left  her  and  his  little 
children  behind  and  never  came  back  again  from  that  time  until  his  death 
26  years  later. 

He  was  an  incorrigible  borrower  of  money;  he  borrowed  from  all  his 
friends;  if  he  ever  repaid  a  loan  the  incident  failed  to  pass  into  history  .  He 
was  always  ready  to  give  his  note  but  the  matter  ended  there.... 


Lot  427 

Representative  photo  of  the  A  U-53  grade. 


427  1864-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  417. 

428  1864-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  418. 

429  1864-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  419. 

430  1864-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  420. 


431  1864-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  422. 


432  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  423. 


433  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  424. 

434  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  425. 

435  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  426. 

436  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  427. 


437  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  428. 

438  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  429. 

439  1864-S  AU-50  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  976.. 

440  1864-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  but  with  obverse 
scratches.  Warm  rose  toning  on  satiny  surfaces. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  439. 

441  1864-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  obverse  scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  440. 


Lot  442 


Representative  photo  of  the  EF-45  grade. 

442  1864-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  430. 

443  1864-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  431. 

444  1864-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  432. 

445  1864-S  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  433. 

446  1864-S  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  434. 

447  1865  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

A  Philadelphia  Mint  coin!  This  coin  was  only  a  few  months  old  when  it  was 
carried  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  Wonder  if  it  came  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  by  steamer?  Or  overland  in  a  Conestoga  wagon? 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  442. 

End  of  Session 
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I"''  O  It 

San  Luis  Obispo,  Santa  Barbara,  San  Pedro, 

A.  3NT  ID 


STEAMER 


9 


N,  E.  Cor.  Front  and  Jackson  Streets, 

o*  ^  ks  csa  12  @3  csa 


No  doubt  some  who  read  this  identical  advertisement  were  among  those  who 
booked  passage  on  the  S.S.  Brother Jonathan  for  her  voyage  which  departed  on 
July  28,  1865.  The  California  Steam  Navigation  Co.  operated  three  steamers  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean  trade,  with  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  and  the  S.S.  Pacific 
traversing  north  to  Portland  and  Victoria,  while  the  S.S.  Senator  plied  the 
coastwise  trade  down  to  San  Pedro  (port  of  Los  Angeles).  (Langley’s  San 
Francisco  Directory,  1864-5,  the  latest  edition  by  July  28,  1865) 
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Saturday  Evening  May  29,  6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  Lots  448-842 


1 865-S  Double  Eagles 


Superb  Gem  1865-S  Double  Eagle 

One  of  Only  Two  MS-66  Coins 


(photo  enlarged 

448  1865-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  simply  incredible 

coin,  a  piece  the  quality  of  which  will  amaze  even  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  numismatist  and  connoisseur.  One  might  imagine  that  if 
there  were  only  one  such  coin  in  the  entire  numismatic  world,  it 
would  bring  several  hundred  thousand  dollars!  Well,  there  are 


to  twice  actual  size) 

two,  and  there  are  some  nice  MS-65  coins  on  the  next  tier  below*. 
Accordingly,  we  expect  that  this  coin  will  sell  for,  say,  several  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars,  perhaps  more.  After  all,  when  it  and  the 
next  lot  are  gone,  where  could  you  find  another.’" 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  443. 
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The  Era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

Gold  Rush  Portfolio 


In  the  lounge  of  a  sidewheel  steamer  during  rough  waves.  Discomfort  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and, 
typically,  most  passengers  remained  in  their  berths.  The  scene  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother Jonathan,  Saturday, 
July  29,  1865,  on  her  way  north  must  have  been  somewhat  similar.  The  winds  and  waves  were  high,  and 
only  a  few  travelers  ventured  out  of  their  rooms.  ( Beyond  the  Mississippi) 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Superb  Gem  1865-S  Double  Eagle 

The  Other  of  Only  Two  MS-66  Coins 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

449  1865-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  twin  to  the  highest  grade  ever  certified,  but  it  also  has  the  quintessence  of 

preceding.  One  of  the  most  exciting  coins  ever  to  be  offered  in  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  connection.  A  wonderful  coin. 

this  numismatic  history  of  the  $20  gold  denomination.  A  prize  Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  444. 

coin,  a  rarity  for  the  ages.  Not  only  does  it  combine  the  very 


Fantastic  Gem  1865-S  $20 


450  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  truly  fantastic 

coin,  one  that  may  still  have  been  warm  from  the  coining 
press  when  it  was  put  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  Well, 
not  quite,  but  it  certainly  was  well  cared  for. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  445. 

Marvelous  Gem  1865-S  $20 


451  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  truly  marvel¬ 

ous  coin,  a  classic. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  446. 


Notes  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1865 

The  year  1865  saw  extensive  activity  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint,  with  many  de¬ 
nominations  produced  from  the  half  dime 
to  the  double  eagle.  As  had  been  the  case 
since  the  facility’s  inception,  the  large  gold 
$20  remained  the  coin  of  choice  for  bank¬ 
ers,  exporters,  and  anyone  else  who  wanted 
to  store  or  transport  a  large  amount  of 
money  within  or  from  California,  where 
scarcely  a  paper  note  was  in  sight. 

As  the  pages  you  are  now  reading  dra¬ 
matically  reveal,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  at  least  several  hundred  freshly 
minted  1865-S  double  eagles  were  packed  in  wooden  boxes  and  readied  for 
shipment  north  along  the  coast  via  the  sidewheel  steamer  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan.  For  several  years  the  ship  had  been  bringing  gold  dust,  nuggets, 
and  unparted  bars  from  Portland,  a  depot  for  bullion  produced  to  the  east 
in  Oregon  and  the  Owyhee  district  of  Idaho,  and  gold  from  Victoria.  On 
return  visits,  minted  double  eagles  were  brought  to  Portland,  and  from  there 
they  were  shipped  inland.  Additional  coins  were  destined  for  Victoria  banks 
and  merchants.  United  States  gold  and  silver  traded  readily  in  the  city. 

Unlike  normal  insured  cargo  such  as  commodities  and  machinery,  it 
seems  that  many  coins  were  taken  aboard  privately  and  not  listed  in  either 
the  manifest  or  in  news  announcements  of  “treasure.”  Thus,  we  may  never 
know  how  many  of  these  sparkling,  brilliant  1865-S  coins  were  carried,  but 
we  do  know  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  recovery  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  only  a  small  handful  of  high-quality  1865-S  double  eagles  would 
be  available  to  collectors. 

As  the  curtain  rang  down  on  1865,  there  were  changes  in  the  wind,  and 
in  the  next  year  an  audit-visit  by  John  Jay  Knox  would  verify  that  Mint 
conditions  were  cramped  and  unsatisfactory,  leading  the  way  eventually  to 
the  building  of  a  new  facility. 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Dazzling  Gem  1865-S  $20 


Memorable  Gem  1865-S  $20 


452  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  memorable 

coin.  In  advance  we  congratulate  the  lucky  bidder  and  buyer! 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  447. 

Landmark  Gem  1865-S  $20 


453  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  numismatic 

landmark  in  every  sense.  Generations  of  gold  coin  specialists 
and  aficionados  have  come  and  gone  without  having  had  the 
opportunity  to  even  see  such  a  coin,  let  alone  bid  on  one! 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  448. 


Exciting  Gem  1865-S  $20 


454  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  truly  exciting 

coin! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  449. 

World-Class  Gem  1865-S  $20 


455  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin  of  world- 

class  quality  and  beauty. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  450. 


456  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quality  to  dazzle 

even  the  most  advanced  specialist  and  connoisseur. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  451. 


Exceedingly  Rare  Gem  1865-S  $20 


457  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Exceedingly  rare, 

not  in  the  context  of  this  catalogue,  but  in  the  context  of 
American  numismatics.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  collectors 
would  give  an  eyetooth  to  own  such  an  MS-65  coin,  but  not 
one  in  10,000  can  ever  do  so! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  452. 

Focal  Point  Gem  1865-S  $20 


458  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  focal  point,  or 

one  of  several  focii,  this  coin  will,  indeed,  command  attention 
and  be  the  focal  point  of  your  collection.  Few  equivalent  coins 
have  ever  been  sold,  and  we  doubt  if  any  numismatic  museum 
anywhere  in  the  world  has  one  to  compare! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  453. 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Unbelievable  Gem  1865-S  $20 

(Almost) 


459  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  unbelievable 

(in  any  other  context  except  the  present  sale)  coin. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  454. 

Unforgettable  Gem  1865-S  $20 


460  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin  of  unforget¬ 

table  quality.  The  present  offering  will  be  forever  remembered. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  455. 

Sensational  Gem  1865-S  $20 


461  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  By  any  account,  a 

sensational  double  eagle. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  456. 


Final  Gem  1865-S  $20 


463  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  This  is  it! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  477. 

Choice  MS-64  1865-S  $20 

Dream  Sequence  Start 


464  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  in  its  own 

context.  Taken  by  itself,  this  coin  is  incredible.  Few  equivalent 
coins  have  ever  been  offered.  Here,  indeed,  is  the  start  of  a 
numismatic  dream! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  458. 

Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


465  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Another  memo¬ 

rable,  choice  specimen. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  459. 


Magnificent  Gem  1865-S  $20 


462  1865-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  We’re  drawing  to 

a  close  of  a  truly  magnificent  offering. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  457. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


466  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  460. 
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The  Era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
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Whenever  a  steamer  arrived  in  port,  it  usually  carried  newspapers,  letters,  and  other  items  for  San 
Franciscans,  who  gathered  in  long  lines  at  the  Post  Office  to  see  what  was  addressed  to  them.  In  this  era 
there  were  no  telegraph  or  railroad  links  to  the  East  or  other  remote  areas,  and  steamships  such  as  the 
S.S.  Brother Jonathan  were  eagerly  awaited  by  excited,  news-hungry  crowds.  (Lithograph  by  Wm.  Endicott 
&  Co.,  New  York,  circa  early  1850s) 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


467  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  461. 


471 


1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  465. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


468  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  rarity  any-  472  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous, 

where  but  here,  and  soon  to  be  a  rarity  anywhere!  Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  466. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  462. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


469  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  463. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


473  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  467. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


470  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  464. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


474  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  468. 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


475  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  We  have  to  rub 

our  eyes  in  disbelief.  This  is  the  next  best  thing  to  calling  in 
person  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1865  and  selecting  a 
freshly  coined  specimen! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  469. 


479  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  473. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


476  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  470. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


481  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  475. 


477  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  471. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


478  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  4  72. 


482  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  476. 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


483  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  478. 


487  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  482. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


484  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  479. 


488  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  483. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


485  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  480. 


489  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  484. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


486  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  48 1. 


490  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  485. 
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Scene  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Seated  at  a  long  table,  and  with  balance  scales  in 
front  of  them,  ladies  carefully  weigh  blank  planchets  for  silver  and  gold  coins  to  be  sure 
that  they  are  of  the  correct  weight.  Each  of  the  planchets  used  to  make  the  $20  gold  coins 
sent  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother Jonathan  on  its  final  trip,  July  28,  1865,  went  through  this 
process.  (Hutchings’  California  Magazine) 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


491  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  486. 


495  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  490. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


492  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  487. 


496  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  491. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


493  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  488. 


497  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  492. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


*238 


494  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  489. 


498  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  493. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 
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The  Era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
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Coining  presses  inside  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Driven  by  steam  (via  a  flat  belt 
attached  to  the  flywheel  at  the  left  side),  the  knuckle-action  presses  stamped  out  a 
sparkling  cascade  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  including  those  with  an  “S”  mintmark  as 
shipped  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  These  presses  were  made  in  Philadelphia  and 
shipped  around  Cape  Horn,  arriving  in  San  Francisco  on  December  12,  1853,  to  be  set 
up  in  the  newly  purchased  mint  building.  Today  in  1999,  somewhat  similar  presses  (now 
driven  by  electricity)  are  still  used  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  (which  is  situated  in  a 
different,  modern  building)  to  strike  Proof  coins.  (Hutchings’  California  Magazine) 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


499  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  494. 


503  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  498. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


500  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  495. 


504  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  499. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


501  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  496. 


505  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  500. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


502  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  497. 


506  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  n  umber  501. 
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The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


507  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  502. 


511  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  506. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


508  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  503. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


512  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  507. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 
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509  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  504. 


513  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  509. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20  Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


510  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  505. 


514  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  5 10. 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


515  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  511. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


516  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  5 12. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


519  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  515. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


520  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  516. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


517  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  513. 


521  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  517. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


518  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  514. 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  518. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  DIRECTORY.  XXIX 


GIDEON  E.  MOORE, 


No.  334  MONTGOMERY  STREET. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


melted  and  assayed,  and  the  returns  made  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  to  forty-eight 
hours,  at  a  charge  of  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  gold,  and  one  per 
cent,  on  the  value  of  the  silver  they  contain.  No  charge  being  less  than  three  dollars. 
All  assays  of  Bullion  are  guaranteed  to  within  the  limits  of  accuracy  fixed  by  law  at  the 
U.  S.  Branch  Mint. 

In  the  DEPARTMENT  OF  ANALYTICAL  CHEMISTRY,  the  Laboratory  is 
furnished  with  every  requisite  for  the  accurate  performance  of  delicate  analytical  work 
of  every  description,  such  as  : 

Analyses  of  Minerals,  Mineral  Waters,  Brines,  Guanos,  Soils,  Products  of  the 

Arts,  etc.,  etc. 


INVESTIGATIONS  UNDERTAKEN 

AND 

ADVICE  FURNISHED 

On  the  various  applications  of  Chemistry  to  the  arts  and  manufactures. 

REFERENCES  = 

Prof.  J.  D.  WHITNEY,  State  Geologist,  ALSOP  &  00., 

San  Francisco.  San  Francisco. 

JOHN  PARROTT,  “  SATHER  &  CO,  “ 

D.  0.  MILLS,  Sacramento, 


Gideon  E.  Moore  was  one  of  several  assayers  in  San  Francisco  during 
the  Gold  Rush  era,  a  time  when  a  dollar  was  worth  a  dollar,  especially  if 
it  was  in  gold.  (Langley’s  San  Francisco  Directory,  1864-5,  the  latest  edition 
by  July  28,  1865) 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


523  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  5 19. 


527  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  527. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


524  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  520. 


528  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  528. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


525  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  521. 


529  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  529. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


526  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  524. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


530  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  530. 
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Interior  of  the  El  Dorado  gambling  hall  on  Portsmouth  Square,  San  Francisco,  one 
of  the  city’s  bright  spots.  Illuminated  by  gas-lamps  and  chandeliers,  the  facility 
offered  virtually  non-stop  music,  festivities,  and  games,  the  latter  including  roulette, 
faro,  and  twenty-one.  Tables  were  piled  high  with  gold  coins,  with  not  a  single  piece 
of  paper  money  in  sight.  ( California  Life  Illustrated) 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


531  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  532. 


535  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  538. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


532  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  533. 


536  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  539. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


533  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  536. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


534  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  537. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


537  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  540. 

Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


538  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  542. 
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The  little  settlement  of  Iowa  Hill  in  Placer  County,  California.  A  banner  across  the  main  street  advertised 
the  EMPIRE  LIVERY  8c  EXCHANGE  STABLES,  noting  in  smaller  letters  that  transportation  was  available  to 
Grass  Valley  and  “Yankeyjims.”  On  the  right  the  Hotel  France  must  have  seemed  exotic,  but  probably  only 
in  name,  to  those  who  stayed  there.  ( Hutchings’  California  Magazine) 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


539  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  544. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


543  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  555. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


540  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  545. 


544  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  559. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


541  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  546. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


545  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Fair  warning! 

Only  a  few  more  single  pieces  to  go! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  562. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


542  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  549. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


546  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  567. 
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547 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  568. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


551  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Going... 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  582. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


548  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  571. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


552  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  583. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


549  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Going... 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  578. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


553  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  589. 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


550  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  581. 


554  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  592. 
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Another  MS-64  1865-S  $20 


555  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  last  single 
coin  offering  of  this  grade  level! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  599. 

Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

556  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  551,  552,  553,  554,  556. 

Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

557  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  550,  557,  558,  560,  561. 

Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

558  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  547,  563,  564,  565,  566. 

Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

559  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  535,  543,  548,  569,  570. 

Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

560  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  572,  573,  574,  575,  576. 


Lot  569 

Representative  photo  of  the  MS-65  grade. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

566  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  508. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

567  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  602. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

568  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  603. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

569  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  604. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

570  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  605. 


Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

56 1  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  534,  541,  577,  579,  580. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

571  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  606. 


Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

562  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  522,  523,  584,  585,  586. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

572  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  607. 


Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

563  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  531,  587,  588,  590,  591. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

573  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  608. 


Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

564  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Next  to  last  group! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  526,  593,  594,  595,  596. 

Incredible  Group  of  1865-S  $20s 

565  Five  1865-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  final  quintette.  This  is  it! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  525,  597,  598,  600,  601. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

574  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  609. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

575  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  610. 
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Portland,  Oregon,  the  intended  destination  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  on  her  last  voyage,  which 
departed  from  San  Francisco  on  July  28,  1865.  Shown  is  a  street  scene  in  Portland  a  few  weeks  earlier  on 
the  Fourth  of  July.  ( Beyond  the  Mississippi) 
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Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

576  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  222. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

577  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  611. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

578  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  612. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

579  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  613. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

580  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  614. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

581  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  615. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

582  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  616. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

583  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  617. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

584  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  618. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

585  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  619. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

586  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  620. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

587  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  621. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

588  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  622. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

589  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  623. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

590  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  624. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

591  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  625. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

592  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  627. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

593  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  628. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

594  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  629. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

595  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  630. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

596  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  631. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

597  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  632. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

598  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  633. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

599  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  634. 
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Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

600 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  635. 

612 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  64  7. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

601 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  636. 

613 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  648. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

602 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  637. 

614 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  649. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

603 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  638. 

615 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  650. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

604 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  639. 

616 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  651. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

605 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  640. 

617 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  652. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

606 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  641. 

618 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  653. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

607 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  642. 

619 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  654. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

608 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  643. 

620 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  655. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

609 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  644. 

621 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  656. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

610 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  645. 

622 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  65 7. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

611 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  646. 

623 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  658. 
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Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

624  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  659. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

625  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  660. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

626  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  661. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

627  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  662. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

628  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  663. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

629  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  664. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

630  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  665. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

631  1865^  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  666. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

632  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  667. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

633  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  668. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

634  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  669. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

635  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  670. 


Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

636  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  671. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

637  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  672. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

638  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  673. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

639  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  674. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

640  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  675. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

641  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  676. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

642  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  677. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

643  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  678. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

644  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Fair  warning...— 
single  coin  lots  at  this  grade  level  are  drawing  to  a  close. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  679. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

645  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  680. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

646  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  681. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

647  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Almost  done. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  682. 
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X  SAN  FRANCISCO  DIRECTORY. 

THE  PACIFIC  IRON  WORKS 


ESTABLISHED  I IV  1840. 


The  Proprietors  of  the  above  Works  invite  the  attention  of  all  parties  interested,  to  their  im¬ 
proved  and  unequaled  facilities  for  manufacturing 


MACHINERY  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Our  Works  are  now  conceded  to  be  the  most  extensive  and  best  appointed  on  this  Coast,  and 
the  character  of  our  Machinery,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  will  bear  favorable  comparison  with  that 
of  any  similar  establishment  in  the  country.  Our  PATTERN  LIST  is  most  complete  and  ex¬ 
tensive,  embracing  the  late  improvements  in  all  classes  of  Machinery  adapted  to  use  on  this  coast. 

We  would  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  secured  the  exclusive  right  of  manu¬ 
facture,  in  this  territory,  to  the  Celebrated 

which  is  pronounced  by  Competent  Engineers  to  be  the  most  perfect  and  the  most  economical 
Engine  now  in  use. 

We  are  also  solo  Manufacturers  of  the  Celebrated 

Bryan  Battery,  Varney's  Amalgamators  and  Separators,  etc. 

All  Orders  executed  with  promptness  in  the  most  thorough  and  workmanlike  manner. 

GODDARD  &  COMPANY, 

i25  to  135  First  St.,  and  126  to  144  Fremont  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


The  Pacific  Iron  Works  produced  “machinery  of  every  description,” 
including,  perhaps,  some  of  the  gold  mining  machinery  that  was  placed 
aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  in  July  1865  for  transport  north  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  and  from  there  to  the  interior  mines  in  eastern 
Oregon  and  the  Owyhee  District  of  Idaho. 
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Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

648  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  683. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

649  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  684. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

650  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  685. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

651  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  moments 
from  the  finish  line. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  686. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

652  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  687. 

Choice  MS-63  1865-S  $20 

653  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  688. 

MS-63  1865-S  $20 

654  1865-S  Net  MS-63;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  light  obverse 
scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  989. 

MS-63  1865-S  $20 

655  1865-S  Net  MS-63;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  fine  scratches  before 
portrait,  also  struck  through  wire  on  obverse  at  12:00. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1004. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

656  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  689,  690,  691,  692,  693. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

657  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  694,  695,  696,  697,  698. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

658  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  699,  700,  701,  702,  703. 


Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

659  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  704,  705,  706,  707,  708. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

660  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Seeing  is  believing.  How  remarkable! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  709,  710,  711,  712,  713. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

661  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  714,  715,  716,  717,  718. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

662  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  719,  720,  721,  722,  723. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

663  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  724,  725,  726,  727,  728. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

664  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  729,  730,  731,  732,  733. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

665  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  734,  735,  736,  737,  738. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

666  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  739,  740,  741,  742,  743. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

667  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  744,  745,  746,  747,  748. 

Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

668  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  749,  750,  751,  752,  753. 
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669 


Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  754,  755,  756,  757,  758. 


681  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  794. 

682  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  795. 


Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

670  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  759,  760,  761,  762,  763. 


683  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  796. 

684  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  797. 


Group  of  Five  MS-63  1865-S  $20s 

671  Five  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  764,  765,  766,  767,  768. 

Group  of  Ten  MS-63  1865-S  $20s! 

672  Ten  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  just  two  such  groups  of  10!  Fantastic! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  769,  770,  771,  772,  773, 
774,  775,  776,  777,  778. 


685  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  798. 

686  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  799. 

687  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  800. 

688  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  801. 

689  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  802. 


Group  of  Ten  MS-63  1865-S  $20s! 

673  Ten  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  The  second  of  two  groups  of  10.  Again,  fantastic! 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  779,  780,  781,  782,  783, 
784,  785,-786,  787,  788. 


Lot  688 

Representative  photo  of  the  MS-62  grade. 


674  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  626. 

675  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  979. 

676  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  789. 

677  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  790. 

678  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  791. 

679  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  792. 

680  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  793. 


690  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  803. 

691  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  804. 

692  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  805. 

693  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  806. 

694  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  807. 

695  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  808. 

696  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  809. 

697  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  810. 

698  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  811. 

699  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  812. 

700  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  813. 

701  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  814. 

702  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  8 15. 

703  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  816. 

704  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  817. 
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705  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  818. 

706  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  819. 

707  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  820. 

708  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  821. 

709  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  822. 

710  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  823. 

711  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  825. 

712  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  826. 


728  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  842. 

729  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  843. 

730  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  844. 

731  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  845. 

732  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  846. 

733  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  84  7. 

734  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  848. 

735  1865-S  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  obverse  scratched 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1003. 


713  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  827. 

714  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  828. 

715  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  829. 

716  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  830. 

717  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  831. 


736  1865-S  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  light  obverse  abra¬ 
sions. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  995. 

737  1865-S  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  light  obverse  abra¬ 
sions. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  987. 

738  1865-S  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  cleaned. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  988. 

739  1865-S  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  fine  scratches  noted 
on  obverse. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  990. 


718  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  832. 

719  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  833. 

720  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  834. 

721  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  835. 


740  Five  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  849,  850,  851,  852,  853. 

741  Five  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  854,  855,  856,  857,  858. 

742  Five  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  859,  860,  861,  862,  863. 


722  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  836. 

723  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  837. 

724  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  838. 

725  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  839. 


743  Five  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  864,  865,  866,  867,  868. 

744  Five  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  869,  870,  871,  872,  873. 

745  Five  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  874,  875,  876,  877,  878. 


726  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  840. 

727  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  841. 


Group  of  10  MS-62  1865-S  $20s 

Ten  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  two  remarkable  groups  of  10  coins. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  879,  880,  881,  882,  883, 
884,  885,  886,  887,  888. 
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On  September  7,  1857,  the  first  California  Industrial  Exposition  threw  open  its  doors  to  the  public.  After 
then,  The  Mechanics’  Institute  Building  became  a  focal  point  for  many  public  exhibitions  ranging  from  trade 
shows  to  circuses.  From  December  26,  1864,  to  February  12,  1865,  the  Grand  Roman  Hippodrome  8c 
Mammoth  Circus  entertained  the  public  under  the  dome.  Included  on  the  bill  were  Lee  &  Ryland,  acrobats 
and  tumblers.  Later,  on  July  28,  1865,  Mrs.  Lee,  her  child,  and  two  circus  camels  boarded  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  for  the  trip  north  from  San  Francisco  to  Portland,  but  never  arrived.  (Hutchings9 California  Magazine) 
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Group  of  10  MS-62  1865-S  $20s 

747  Ten  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  double  eagles.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Brother  Jonathan  inventory  numbers  889,  890,  891,  892,  893, 
894,  895,  896,  897,  898. 


748  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  824. 

749  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  899. 

750  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  900. 

751  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  901. 

752  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  902. 

753  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  903. 

754  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  904. 

755  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  905. 


765  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  916. 

766  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  917. 

767  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

American  history  notes:  The  Civil  War  ended  with  a  string  of  Union  victo¬ 
ries.  Northern  troops  occupied  Columbia,  South  Carolina  on  February 
17th;  Charleston  surrendered  to  the  Union  fleet  on  February  18th;  and  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Virginia  surrendered  on  April  3rd.  General  U.S.  Grant  took  the 
Confederate  capital  of  Richmond  on  April  3rd.  On  April  9th,  General  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Lee  surrendered  to  Grant  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia. 
Over  a  million  men  had  been  killed  or  injured  in  the  conflict:  America’s 
bloodiest  war. 

President  Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated  by  actor  John  W'ilkes  Booth 
on  April  14,  1865  while  attending  a  performance  of  Our  American  Cousin  at 
Ford’s  Theatre  in  Washington.  The  cousin  in  question  was  a  supposedly 
wealthy  American,  who  on  the  stage  was  romancing  a  lady  who  stated  she 
would  never  marry  for  love.  The  lady  and  her  mother  learned  that  he  had 
lost  his  wealth,  and  in  disgust  they  left  the  stage,  ending  the  scenario.  The 
audience  awaited  the  next  scene,  which  never  happened. 

Vice  President  Andrew  Johnson  succeeded  to  the  presidency.  The  Recon¬ 
struction  era  began  in  the  South,  as  so-called  “carpetbaggers"  arrived  from 
the  North  to  become  involved  in  local  and  state  governments  and  to  help 
former  slaves.  White  Southerners  who  befriended  blacks  and  aided  them  in 
their  newfound  independence  were  called  “scalawags.” 

On  April  27,  1,600  people  were  killed  when  the  sidewheel  steamer  Sultana 
exploded  on  the  Mississippi  River.  In  1865  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  was  founded  in 
Tennessee.  A  newly  published  poem  by  William  Ross  Wallace  contained  the 
•  line,  “The  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  rules  the  world,”  a  phrase  that  would 
become  popular  and,  for  example,  would  play  a  prominent  part  in  D.W. 
Griffith’s  1916  epic  motion  picture,  Intolerance.  On  the  London  market  in 
January  1865,  $100  in  Confederate  paper  money  was  worth  just  $1.70  in 
gold,  while  $100  in  legal  tender  Union  bills  was  worth  $46. 

The  Mint  issued  the  first  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  to  retire  3f  fractional 
currency.  The  denomination  would  be  continued  through  1889,  although 
after  the  first  several  years  its  popularity  declined  sharply.  At  the  time,  silver 
and  gold  coins  remained  absent  from  circulation  (except  on  the  West 
Coast),  but  Indian  cents,  two-cent  pieces,  and  nickel  three-cent  coins  were 
abundant.  However,  most  small  change  was  made  by  using  fractional  cur¬ 
rency  notes.  In  December  1865,  W.  Elliot  Woodward  sold  the  Bache, 
Bertsch,  Colburn,  el  at.  collections,  which  contained  many  notable  numis¬ 
matic  rarities. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  918. 

768  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  919. 


756  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  906. 


769  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  920. 


757  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  908. 


770  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  921. 


758  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  909. 


771  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  922. 


759  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  910. 


772  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  923. 


760  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  911. 

761  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  912. 


773  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  924. 

774  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  925. 


762  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  913. 


775  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  926. 


763  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  914. 


776  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  927. 


764  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  915. 


777  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  928. 
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778  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inven  tory  n  umber  929. 

779  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  930. 

780  1865-S  Net  MS-61;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  obverse  abrasions. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  992. 


Lot  787 

Representative  photo  of  the  MS-60  grade. 


781  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  931. 

782  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  932. 


Albert  D.  Richardson  visits  the  Mint  in  1865 

Richardson,  an  accomplished  writer,  and  others  visited  San  Francisco  in  the 
summer  of  1863,  earlier  traveling  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  with  Schuyler  Colfax, 
speaker  of  the  House' of  Representatives,  who,  literally,  was  the  “guest  of  the  West.  ” 
Subsequently,  Richardson  told  of  his  tour  of  the  Mint: 

The  United  States  Mint  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  San 
Francisco.  The  crude  metal,  received  in  bars,  is  melted  and  mingled,  two 
parts  of  silver  with  one  of  gold;  then  poured  into  water,  where  it  cools  in 
fragments  like  suddenly-cooled  lead  or  popped  corn.  It  is  thus  broken  into 
fine  pieces,  that  acids  may  work  upon  it  more  readily-as  fire  kindles 
shavings  and  chips  more  easily  than  solid  sticks  of  wood.  The  nitric  acid 
turns  the  silver,  copper,  and  lead  into  liquid;  but  leaves  the  gold  a  dirty 
brown  powder.  We  saw  a  rough  pile  of  this,  looking  as  valueless  as  brick- 
dust;  but  worth  $300,000.  Next,  the  gold  has  the  water  squeezed  out  by  an 
immense  weight;  it  is  [melted  and]  molded  into  bars;  and  rolled  into  long, 
thin,  narrow  strips.  From  these  the  round  coins  are  cut,  then  milled, 
stamped  on  both  sides,  and  corrugated— all  by  machinery.  Metallic  fingers 
seize  each  piece  and  place  it  under  the  stamps,  where  it  is  subjected  to  a 
pressure  of  160  tons. 

Another  machine  counts  the  coins,  picking  out  five  dollars  worth  of 
coppers  in  one  minute  (Perhaps  the  machine  could  count  500  coins  in  one 
minute,  but  there  were  no  copper  coins  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
until  decades  later  in  1908.),  with  perfect  exactness.  Here  are  scales,  too, 
which  will  weigh  one  four-thousandth  of  a  grain. 

Our  coins  of  precious  metal  contain  nine  parts  of  gold  and  silver  to  one 
of  copper.  Common  salt  and  zinc  are  used  in  hardening  the  liquid  silver 
and  separating  it  from  lead  and  copper.  At  night,  the  employees  all  leave 
their  working  clothing  in  the  mint.  When  these  garments  are  worn  out, 
they  are  burned,  and  the  ashes  washed,  to  save  the  gold.  The  water  in  which 
the  workmen  wash  their  hands  is  also  carefully  drained  off  for  the  same 
purpose.  Through  these  two  sources  about  $15,000  per  annum  is  saved. 
Practically,  there  is  no  loss.  In  1864,  upon  a  coinage  of  $21,000,000,  the 
deficit  was  only  $2,000,  though  at  the  rates  allowed  by  the  government  for 
wastage  it  would  have  reached  $70,000. 

f  or  the  excitement  of  strangers,  the  workmen  pour  a  glowing,  red-hot 
stream  of  melted  gold  into  their  hands  for  a  moment,  and  then  empty  it 
out,  without  receiving  a  burn.  The  perspiration  protects  them,  as 
plumbers  thrust  their  fingers,  wet  with  cold  water,  into  liquid  lead,  and 
smelters,  into  molten  iron. 


783  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  933. 

784  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  934. 

785  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  933. 

786  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  936. 

787  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  937. 

788  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  939. 

789  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  940. 

790  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  941. 

791  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  942. 

792  1865-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  943. 

793  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  a  tiny  patch  of  “seawa¬ 
ter  surface”  at  the  fourth  obverse  star,  otherwise  a  lustrous  and 
satiny  double  eagle  of  near-gem  quality. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  981. 

794  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  obverse  abrasions. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  996. 

795  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-64,  obverse  gouges  and 
heavy  scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1000. 

796  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  obverse  scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1001. 

797  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  obverse  abrasions. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  983. 

798  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  environmental  dam¬ 
age. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  982. 

799  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  several  light  scratches 
and  hairlines. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  991. 

800  1865-S  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  lightly  cleaned. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  994. 

801  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  944. 

802  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  943. 

803  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  946. 

804  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother Jonathan  inventory  number  947. 


118 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


An  Inside  View  of  the  Mint 

Langley’s  San  Francisco  Directory,  1 865-6,  compiled  in  1 865,  included  this 
information  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  The  roster  of  employees 
represents  the  majority  of  the  staff  who  had  coined  the  1865-S  $20  pieces 
(and  many  other  issues)  carried  aboard  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  on  her 
voyage  out  of  the  city  on  July  28,  1865,  and  thus  is  especially  significant  in 
the  present  study: 

Regulations:  The  law  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
United  States  Mint,  and  the  branches  thereof,  provides  that  any  person 
may  deposit  with  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  same,  gold  and  silver  in 
bullion,  grain,  or  lumps,  which,  if  requested,  shall  be  refined,  assayed, 
and  cast  into  bars  or  coined,  as  speedily  as  possible  after  the  receipt 
thereof,  the  bars  to  be  stamped  in  said  mint  or  branches,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  indicate  the  weight,  fineness,  and  value  of  the  same;  the  expense 
incurred  to  be  retained  from  each  deposit  so  made,  at  such  rates  and 
charges,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
established.  The  said  charges  not  to  exceed  the  actual  cost  of  refining, 
casting,  and  forming  said  bars,  including  labor,  wastage,  use  of  machin¬ 
ery,  material,  etc.,  or  1/2  of  1%  for  coinage,  to  be  received  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  Mint  at  which  the  deposit  was  made,  and  by  him 
accounted  for  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Hours  open  to  the  public:  Office  hours  are  from  9  o’clock  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
Gold  bullion  received  daily  from  9  o’clock  a.m.  to  12  m.  [noon];  Silver 
bullion  from  12  m.  to  1  p.m.  Visitors  admitted  daily  from  9  o’clock  a.m.  to 
12  m. 

Superintendent:  Robert  B.  Swain. 

Treasurer’s  Department:  D.W.  Cheesman,  treasurer.  William  Macy, 
cashier;  J.B.  Scotchler,  bookkeeper;  John  H.  Beardsley,  abstract  clerk; 
Joseph  P.  Cochran,  weight  clerk;  J.N.  Souther,  receipt  clerk;  William  M. 
Noyes,  superintendent’s  clerk;  Robert  T.  Polk,  Internal  Revenue  clerk; 
James  H.  Cills,  computing  clerk;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wyer,  memorandum  clerk; 
George  W.  Torr,  watchman. 

General  Department:  Frank  Bret  Harte,  secretary;  Oliver  P.  Allen, 
general  clerk;  M.  Gallagher,  warehouseman;  Charles  Wood,  millwright; 
Samuel  Thompson,  conductor;  William  Satterlee  and  Andrew  Kurtz, 
door-keepers;  S.D.  Cunningham,  N.  Haskell,  E.H.  Morton,  Jacob  Odell, 
and  Cornelius  Schenck,  watchmen;  Henry  F.  Sampson,  janitor. 

Assaying  Department:  B.T.  Martin,  assayer;  H.H.  Lawrence,  deputy 
assayer;  George  Parry,  treasurer’s  clerk;  William  H.  Martin,  registrar;John 
Evans,  sampler;  T.R.  Butler,  George  H.  Fillmore,  Wirt  Hopkins,  Alexander 
H.  Martin,  and  William  T.  Riley,  beam  men  [weighers];  W.P.  Prescott, 
foreman  of  the  laboratory;  Oliver  Hawes  and  R.T.  Roberts,  cupellers; 
Frank  Kennedy  and  James  Ogelsby,  boilers;  Patrick  Durkin,  helper; 
William  Windsor,  laborer. 

Melters  and  Refiners  Department:  John  M.  Eckfeldt,  melter  and 
refiner;  Charles  S.  Cousins,  assistant  melter  and  refiner;  W.K.  Benjamin, 
treasurer’s  clerk;  Timothy  H.  Rearden  and  A.B.  Falkenbergh,  clerks;  John 
Feix,  Samson  Lion,  Jacob  Stadtfeld,  and  J.M.  Gardner,  melters;  Frederick 
M.  Benner,  C.W.  Cornor,  Geo.  Curtis,  Charles  Gibbs,  Wm.  Edmonds, 
John  Turner,  and  Joseph  Wilson,  helpers;  Archibald  Cooper,  foreman  of 
the  refinery;James  S.  Blaikie,  Henry  Cromer,  W.S.  Eaton,  E.E.  Elliott,  R.P. 
Franklin,  J.S.  Ottignon,  Joseph  A.  Smith,  W.J.  Somers,  James  S.  Handlin, 
and  Peter  Witbeck,  refiners. 

Coiner’s  Department:  William  Schmolz,  coiner;  Adolphus  Schmolz, 
assistant  coiner;  John  A.  Collison,  chief  adjuster;  Granville  Hosmer, 
assistant  adjuster;  Mrs.  A.W.  Bunnell,  Mrs.  Mary  Comstock,  Miss  M.M. 
Eschenburg,  Miss  Maria  Fernald,  Miss  C.L.  Frost,  Mrs.  Anna  Heydenfeldt, 
Miss  H.S.  Lovekin,  Mrs.  Abby  L.  Marble,  MissJ.A.  McLean,  Miss  Charlotte 
Pilkington,  Mrs.  E.B.  Rankin,  Miss  Laura  F.  Shew,  Miss  Jane  Steadman, 
Mrs.  M.J.  Stout,  and  Miss  Isabella  Gallagher,  adjusters;  Warren  C.  Butler, 
foreman  of  the  cutting  room;  B.H.  Campbell,  A.P.  Stanton,  and  James  J. 
Veatch,  cutters;  E.C.  Bowen,  foreman  of  the  coining  room;  W.M.  Boyd, 
assistant  foreman;  D.W.  Davies, James  C.  Harvey,  and  S.B.  Mowiy,  rollers; 
Thomas  Higgins,  C.W.  Kittredge,  and  Thomas  Walton,  annealers;  Mat¬ 
thew  Smith,  trap-tender;  J.B.  Harmstead,  machinist;  Lewis  Henry,  chief 
engineer;  Peter  Mott,  assistant  engineer;  Silas  S.  Burt,  foreman. 


Lot  802 


Representative  photo  of  the  AU-58  grade. 


805  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  949. 

806  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  950. 

807  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  951. 

808  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  952. 

809  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  953. 

810  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  954. 

811  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  955. 

812  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  956. 

813  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  957. 

814  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  958. 

815  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  959. 

816  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  960. 

817  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  961. 

818  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  962. 

819  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  963. 

820  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  964. 

821  1865-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  965. 

822  1865-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  997. 

823  1865-S  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  of  MS-61,  reverse  gouges. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1002. 
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The  Era  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

Gold  Rush  Portfolio 


Interior  transportation  in  1865  was  often  by  means  of  a  Conestoga-type  wagon  drawn  by  horses, 
mules,  or  oxen.  Heavy  freight  was  usually  carried  this  way,  while  passenger  stagecoaches  drawn  by  fast 
horses  carried  light  loads  between  larger  towns  and  cities.  (Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine ) 
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Lot  821 

Representative  photo  of  the  AU-55  grade. 


833  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  973. 

834  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  974. 

835  1865-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-63  prooflike,  numerous 
small  digs,  scratches,  and  cleaned. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  978. 

836  1865-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  fine  obverse  scratches 
and  saltwater  surfaces. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1006. 


824  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  999. 

825  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  986. 

826  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  966. 

827  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  967. 

828  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  968. 

829  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  969. 

830  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  970. 

831  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  971. 

832  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  972. 


837  1865-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-61,  cleaned. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  993. 

838  1865-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-61,  obverse  digs  and 
scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  998. 

839  1865-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-60,  numerous  fine 
scratches. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  977. 

840  1865-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  obverse  planchet  flaws. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  980. 

841  1865-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  heavy  obverse 
scratches  in  hair. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  984. 

842  1865-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  obverse  shows  fine 
scratches  and  hairlines  from  cleaning. 

Brother  Jonathan  inventory  number  1005. 

END  OF  SALE  


Samuel  Bowles  visits  the  San  Francisco  Mint 

Bowles,  a  Massachusetts  newspaper  editor  and  writer,  also  visited  San 
Francisco  in  the  summer  of  1865  and  penned  this  commentary: 

Of  all  the  government  institutions  in  San  Francisco,  the  mint  is  the  most 
interesting  and  important.  Already  it  is  the  greatest  manufactory  of  coin  in 
the  nation,  and  its  comparative  importance  in  this  respect  is  destined  to 
increase.  It  coins  now  about  $20,000,000  in  gold  and  silver  a  year,  against 
$5,000,000  coined  at  all  the  other  government  mints  in  the  country 
including  the  parent  mint  at  Philadelphia.  (Actually,  in  1865  there  was  only 
one  other  operating  mint,  that  at  Philadelphia.  The  Charlotte,  Dahlonega, 
and  New  Orleans  branch  mints  had  closed  in  1865,  the  first  two  never  to  be 
reopened  for  coinage  purposes;  the  New  Orleans  Mint  would  again  produce 
coins  years  later— beginning  in  1879.) 

The  coinage  here  for  June  and  July  [1865]  was  nearly  $3,000,000  a  month, 
and  the  aggregate  for  this  year  is  likely  to  go  up  to  $24,000,000.  Mints 
elsewhere  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  in  the  mining  regions,  are  utterly 
unnecessary.  There  is  one  at  Denver  in  Colorado,  but  it  has  nothing  to  do— 
the  gold  of  the  Colorado  and  Montana  mines  goes  right  by  it,  in  dust  or  bars, 
to  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  get  mints  in  Nevada 
and  in  Oregon,  but  they  would  only  prove  a  waste  of  money.  (In  actuality, 
Congress  had  already  authorized  a  mint  in  Carson  City,  Nevada,  legislation 
passed  in  1863;  and  in  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  passed  in  1864.)  No  local  clamor 
of  politicians,  or  contractors’ jobs  for  friends,  should  induce  Congress  to  yield 
to  such  demands.  Two  mints  are  only  needed  for  the  whole  country,  at  New 
York  or  Philadelphia,  and  at  San  Francisco.  The  metals,  as  soon  as  mined,  drift 
at  once  to  the  commercial  and  financial  centers;  there  only  can  their  true  value 
be  known-there  only  the  use  to  which  commerce  may  choose  to  put  them. 
Sometimes,  she  demands  their  exportation  in  bars,  and  again  in  coin. 


Besides,  the  business  of  coining  is  an  intricate  and  delicate  one,  requiring 
large  responsibilities,  expensive  establishments,  and  men  of  both  science  and 
integrity.  It  should  not  be  needlessly  cheapened  and  scattered.  The  govern¬ 
ment  may  well  have  assay  offices  in  all  the  mining  districts,  acting  as  branches 
of  the  mints,  to  receive  the  metals  and  give  coin  or  exchange  for  their  full  value, 
minus  the  bare  cost  of  manipulating,  in  order  to  accommodate  especially  the 
poorer  and  smaller  miners;  but  the  multiplication  of  mints,  I  repeat,  is  an 
unnecessary,  wasteful,  and  dangerous  operation. 

The  mint  here  is  in  charge  of  one  of  the  best  merchants  of  the  city,  Mr. 
R.B.  Swain,  but  it  has  no  adequate  accommodations.  It  is  crowded  into  the 
back  and  upper  rooms  of  an  old  and  ordinary  block  in  the  principal  business 
street.  But,  provision  has  been  made  by  Congress  for  a  distinct  and 
appropriate  building. 

The  metals  are  received  at  the  mint  in  all  manner  of  half-worked  forms, 
in  dust,  nuggets,  rough  bars,  silver  and  gold  mixed  together,  and  more  or 
less  dross  with  all.  Each  parcel  is  kept  distinct,  first  assayed,  to  discover  its 
exact  value,  and  then  worked  over,  the  dross  expelled,  and  the  silver  and 
gold  separated.  Fire,  water,  and  chemicals  are  the  means  employed.  The 
processes  are  simple  enough  and  exquisitely  entertaining  as  you  follow  them 
with  eye  and  an  intelligent  explanation  [given  by  an  employee].  The  results 
are  returned  to  the  owner  either  in  solid  bars,  bearing  an  official  stamp  of 
their  value,  or  in  freshly  made  coin. 

Much  gold  and  silver  are  already  exported  direct  from  here  to  China  to  settle 
the  balances  of  trade  of  both  New  York  and  London  merchants;  and  when  the 
Pacific  Railroad  is  done,  and  the  line  of  steamships  to  China  is  running,  San 
Francisco,  as  the  center  of  the  gold  and  silver  producing  region  of  the  world,  and 
the  half-way  house  of  commerce,  will  become  die  great  financial  and  balancing 
center  for  all  the  trade  between  Europe  and  America,  and  Asia. 
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SALE 


FOR  BEST 
ATTENTION: 

please  submit  mail  and  fax 
bids  by: 

NOON,  FRIDAY, 

May  28,  1999 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and 
bonded  auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots 
will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence 
unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of 
identical  mail  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded 
to  the  first  bid  received.  Floor  bids  will  take  precedence 
over  mail  bids.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor 
bidding,  the  auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bid¬ 
der  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  premium  of  15%  will  be  added  to  the  ham¬ 
mer  price  of  each  lot  which  sum  will  be  the  purchase 
price.  This  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  all  in¬ 
voices,  without  exception.  (Under  the  present  arrangement, 
we  normally  charge  a  fee  to  the  seller,  plus  a  buyer’s  pre¬ 
mium  to  the  purchaser.) 

All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All 
remittances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks. 
Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in 
good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auc¬ 
tion  purchases  or  deposits.  Shipping,  handling,  postage, 
private  and/or  postal  insurance,  and  registration  charges 
will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  fur¬ 
nishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales 
tax  as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
and/or  other  entity  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bid¬ 
ding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for 
any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

4  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless 
credit  arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically 
agreed  to  in  writing  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines 
of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not 
be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Accounting  Department  in 
advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchas¬ 
ing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we 
reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if 
there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in 
past  or  current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the 
prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 
charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on 
the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay 
all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on 
the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references 
satisfactory  to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will 


be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded 
within  10  days  of  the  sale  date.  Any  difference  will  be  billed. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bid¬ 
ders,  prior  to  the  delivery'  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory 
references  or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  responsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  main¬ 
tain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of 
loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hy¬ 
pothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any 
person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
transaction. 

No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids 
will  be  accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer 
and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open 
a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they 
shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is  believed 
not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify-  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller, 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  placing  successive  or 
consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to 
other  bidders. 

8 We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding. 

Please  check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in 
even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar 
amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  30%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off 
to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that  all  bid 
sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter 
bids  on  any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that 
certain  bids  may  be  submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  other 
means  without  a  signature,  we  note  that  in  any  event,  bid¬ 
ding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the 
bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

9  All  items  offered  in  this  catalogue  are  guaranteed  to 
be  genuine  within  the  context  of  the  prevailing  schol¬ 
arship  of  their  respective  series.  Auction  sales  are  not 
approval  sales.  Any  lot  may  be  examined  before  bidding. 

No  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  b\  floor 
buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  oth¬ 
ers)  or  by  successful  mail  bidders  except  for 
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Floor  bidder 
Registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before 
the  session  at  the  entrance  to 
the  auction  room. 


New  Bidders 

If  you  have  not  participated 
with  us  before,  be  sure  to 
send  your  credit  information: 
Attn:  Deborah  McDonald, 
at  least  10  days  before  the 
auction.  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the  auc¬ 
tion. 


reasons  of  authenticity.  Any  lot  returned  must  be  in  its 
original  unopened  container  or  holder.  The  removal  of 
any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  negates  the  return 
privilege.  The  late  remittance  for  purchases  is  cause  for 
Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this  privilege.  The  auction¬ 
eers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  sale  without 
notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  discretion  determine  that 
such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot  may  be  withdrawn  without 
notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auctioneer  nor  the  con¬ 
signor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the  intended  bidders  as  a 
result  of  any  postponement,  cancellation,  or  withdrawal. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents 
the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of 
preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  All  such 
terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of 
coins  and  other  numismatic  items,  are  the  opinion  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the  warranty  of 
merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or 
numerical  descriptions,  which  can  and  do  vary  among  ex¬ 
perts;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  representation  made  that  any 
other  expert,  grading  service  or  other  entity  will  grade  a 
given  piece  the  same  as  we  do;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  repre¬ 
sentation  made  that  a  coin  or  other  numismatic  item  has  not 
been  cleaned,  or  that  the  toning  of  any  item  is  natural,  or 
that  there  is  the  absence  of  any  other  defect  which  would 
render  it  unsuitable  for  encapsulation  by  any  grading  service 
or  the  acceptance  by  a  third  party.  References  to  population 
reports  and  grading  service  census  figures  are  as  of  the  cata¬ 
loguing  time,  which  may  be  several  months  prior  to  the  sale 
date.  All  such  comments  are  subject  to  revision;  consult  re¬ 
cent  data  issued  by  the  grading  services.  By  bidding  in  this 
sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold  Bowers  and  Merena  harmless 
for  any  numismatic  item  graded  and  described  by  a  third 
party  grading  service  and  presented  as  any  lot  within  this 
catalogue.  The  buyer  further  acknowledges  that  the  opinion 
of  Bowers  and  Merena  on  any  such  item  may  be  different 
than  that  described  by  a  grading  service.  Further,  the  buyer 
agrees  to  accept  the  grade,  attribution,  pedigree,  authenticity 
or  any  other  designation  as  described  by  a  grading  service.  In 
general,  with  the  exception  of  those  lots  described  by  a  grad¬ 
ing  service,  descriptions  are  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
interpretation  of  standards  in  the  Photograde  book,  with  the 
addition  of  certain  intermediate  grades,  such  as  MS-64  and 
Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the  opinion  of  our  staff.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  Collectors  Universe 
(PCGS). 


This  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bowers 
and  Merena  acts  as  agent  for  the  consignor.  For 
this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered  after  the 
settlements  have  been  made  with  the  consignor.  Any  dispute 
after  the  settlement  date  (45  days  following  the  date  of  the 
sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor  without  in¬ 
volvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or 
the  cataloguers.  The  auctioneer,  consignor,  employees,  as¬ 
signees,  and  agents  for  Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consignor  j 
may  bid  for  his  or  her  own  account  at  any  auction  and  may 
have  information  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public  re¬ 
garding  reserves,  values  or  other  material  facts  relating  to  the 
articles  which  are  the  subject  of  the  auction.  When  an  item  is 
sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed,  withdrawn,  returned 
to  the  owner  or  bought  in.  The  consignor  or  his  agent  may 
bid  on  any  lot  in  his  own  consignment.  In  the  event  of  a  ty¬ 
pographical  error  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer 
reserves  the  right  to  withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without 
notice,  to  correct  the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered 
at  a  later  date,  to  refund  the  buyer’s  money  without  further 
obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
to  any  bidder  shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute. 
While  every  effort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  ex¬ 
ecute  bids  received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers 
and  Merena  assumes  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  re¬ 
gard  or  failure  to  enter  bids. 

By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment) 
shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the 
rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at 
the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-pay¬ 
ment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  refer  the 
matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially,  j 
in  which  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the 
courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 

Min  die  event  of  unsuccessful  litigation,  the  plaintiff 
shall  pay  Bowers  and  Merena’s  legal  costs,  counsel 
and  witness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it 
in  defense  against  such  suit,  together  with  interest  at  the  prime 
rate  from  the  date  of  actual  disbursement. 
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Important! 

♦  Credit  cards  will  not  be 
accepted  for  auction  depos¬ 
its  or  payments. 

♦  The  Prices  Realized  list 
will  be  published  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  after  the 
auction. 


Special  Services 

b*  If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure, 
»  \  please  fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish 
-JL.  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 

line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then 
submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of 
the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a  personal  service  and 
a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  representative  will  per¬ 
sonally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the 
auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account  until  your 
authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we  will  do  our 
best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be 
responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 
Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this  service  is  offered 
only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expenditures  of  $  1 ,000  or 
more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  and  ONE  LOT 
ONLY  bidding  can  be  combined. 

Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets 
■'""'V  for  a  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  if  you  wish  to 
*  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of  which 

several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots  should  be 
bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will  do  our  best  on 
your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the 
sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible 
for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

|  ^^7  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  op- 

J  tional  10%  to  30%  increase  to  help  your 
A  §  chance  of  being  a  successful  bidder.  Check 
the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 
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Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing 
terms  of  sale. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are 
stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE 
NOT  for  long-term  storage. 


Suggestions 
for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting  enjoyable,  and  a  numis- 
matically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bidding  in  our  sales 
for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  will  in¬ 
crease  your  success.  In  the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions, 
phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  or  Carolyn  Craigue. 


EHH  Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly 
■■  important  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check 
your  references.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not 
reach  us  until  a  week  later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold 
to  others! 


As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a 
■■■  day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids 
to  our  Auction  Department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids 
with  written  confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this 
way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue, 
make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you've  decided  on 
your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the 
bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order. 
Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on 
wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 

Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial 
circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the 
possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are 
awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While 
high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within 
market  ranges.  If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600 
range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but 
as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the 
greater  your  chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids 
by  an  optional  10%  to  30%,  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below 
their  maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Inkisbestforwritingbids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  Ifbid  changes  are 
MiJ  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out 
completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the 
bid  sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid. 


No  lots  may  he  returned  for  any  reason  except  as  provided  by  #  10  of 
the  Terms  of  Sale. 
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Thinking  of  selling  your  rare  coin  collection ? 


Talk  to  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena! 


Right  now  we  are  planning  our 
next  several  auction  sales.  We  invite 
you  to  telephone  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Chairman),  Raymond  N.  Merena 
(President),  or  John  Pack  (Auction 
Manager),  toll-free  to  discuss  your 
holdings.  Or  simply  drop  us  a  line. 
Either  way,  all  details  will  be  kept 
strictly  confidential.  We  offer  you: 

Experience :  An  unsurpassed 
record  of  auction  success— Of  the 
top  10  world’s  record  coin  auction 
prices,  we  hold  seven! 

Of  the  four  most  valuable 
collections  of  United  States  coins 
ever  to  cross  the  auction  block,  we 
have  catalogued  and  sold  three: 

•  The  $44.9  million  Eliasberg 
Collection 

•  The  $25  million  Garrett 
Collection 

•  The  $22  million  Norweb 
Collection. 

Over  many  years  we  have  sold 
more  than  $375  million  worth  of 
coins  for  over  12,000  consignors. 

When  it  comes  to  experience,  we 
offer  what  you  are  seeking.  Whether 
you  have  a  group  of  coins  worth 
$2,000  (our  minimum  due  to 
bookkeeping  considerations)  or 
millions  of  dollars,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place! 


Expertise:  Your  coins  and  paper 
money  will  be  expertly  catalogued  by 
our  numismatic  experts. 

They  are  backed  up  by  full  in- 
house  facilities,  including  our 
Graphics  and  Photography  Depart¬ 
ments,  and  others.  The  result  is  a 
beautiful  and  authoritative  catalogue 
which  will  highlight  your  numismatic 
material  to  its  best  advantage. 

Did  you  know  that  our  catalogues 
have  won  more  “Catalogue  of  the 
Year  Award”  honors  (given  by  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild)  than  have 
ALL  of  our  competitors  combined? 
There  must  be  a  reason! 


Auction  Schedule: 


Chicago,  IL 

The  Rarities  Sale 
August  9,  1999 

New  York  City 

August  28-31,  1999 

New  York  City 

October  1-3,  1999 

Baltimore,  MD 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ 
Baltimore  Convention) 
November  11-13,  1999 

Orlando,  FL 

The  Rarities  Sale 
January  4-3,  2000 

Plus  many  more! 


Reasonable  Rates:  For  one 

low  commission  to  you,  the  seller, 
plus  a  fee  charged  to  the  buyer,  we 
handle  EVERYTHING— from 
complete  insurance  from  the 
moment  we  acquire  your  coins,  to 
cataloguing,  to  photography 
(important  pieces  in  full  color),  to 
advertising  and  publicity. 

In  other  words,  all  you  have  to  do 
is  figure  out  what  to  do  with  our 
generous  check! 

A  Pleasurable  Transaction: 

We  offer  you  a  pleasurable,  enjoyable 
transaction.  To  put  it  simply,  we  will 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like 
to  be  treated.  At  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  our  entire  team  is  on 
your  side. 

Contact  Bowers  and  Merena 
today!  Direct  your  inquiry  to 
Raymond  Merena,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
or  John  Pack.  It’s  as  easy  as  placing  a 
TOLL-FREE  telephone  call  to  us  at 
1-800-458-4646. 

Or  drop  us  a  line  with  a  brief 
description  of  your  holdings,  a 
daytime  telephone  number  where 
you  can  be  reached,  and  the  best 
time  to  call. 

This  could  well  be  the  most 
important  financial  move  you’ve 
ever  made! 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 


$5  Half  Eagles . 

$10  Eagles . 

$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 


....1-46 

..47-49 

50-842 
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